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2022: A Banner Year for Skokie Economic Development!
Skokie’s Economic and Community Development
team have had an extraordinarily busy and
successful year. The forthcoming 2022 Skokie
Annual Economic Development Report details the
successes achieved and activity over the past year
with jobs creation and growth, new and expanding
businesses, capital investment and development
activity.
One of Skokie’s most recognizable and
transformative developments in decades was
completed in February 2022 when Highpoint at
8000 North welcomed the first residents to this
153-unit luxury mixed-use building located in the
heart of Downtown Skokie. As part of the project,
the Village constructed 73 public parking spaces
in the ground floor of the newly built Highpoint
parking garage. The first commercial lease was
signed by Juliana Restaurant which will occupy
the ground-floor space at the northeast corner of
Floral Avenue and Oakton Streets. Other exciting
restaurants/café’s are planned for the remaining
commercial spaces. At press time, more than 80
percent of the residential units were leased. The
newly-occupied residential tower was featured
prominently at the intersection of Lincoln Avenue

and Oakton Street during the recent familyfriendly Trick-or-Treat event featuring 50 local
merchants, and which brought close to 2,500
individuals to Downtown Skokie! New business
openings or relocations in Downtown Skokie
during 2022 included All Bright Therapies, Byrd’s
Hot Chicken, CK Studio, Complimentary Café,
Reddgyal Boutique, Take Flight Spirits taproom,
Who Modern/(Northern) Western Exhibitions and
Will’s Place Café.
Healthcare and life sciences continue to anchor
a major employment sector in Skokie. In August
2022, the Village cohosted the Bisnow Life
Science and Health Care
Real Estate Conference
at the Illinois Science +
Technology Park (ISTP)
for over 275 attendees.
Local businesses,
including Sketchbook
Brewing Company (Best
Suburban Brewery, Better
2022!), Ignite GamingSkokie and Soul Good

Skokie Police Department
Mission and Values Statement
Community Review

Coffee all provided on-site beverages as well as
off-site post-conference destinations.
Over the past year, every life science company
housed at the ISTP has expanded in terms of
footprint and workforce, with Avantor, Charles
River, CourPharma, Cyclopure, LanzaTech, NuMat,
Stoicheia and Vetter now employing over 815
workers. Adjacent to the ISTP, the new 142-room
Homewood Suites by Hilton Hotel and Conference
Center broke ground in September. Vertical

Continued on page two

The Skokie Police Department is conducting a collaborative review of its Mission and
Values Statement. The entire community is invited to review and comment on the current
and proposed statements.
All information received, as well as comments from members of the Skokie Police
Department, will be considered by a group of individuals serving on
the Village’s Human Relations and Public Safety Commissions who will
develop the final revised Mission and Values Statement.
The deadline to submit comments is December 15, 2022. For further
information and links to all pertinent documents, including both the
current and proposed Mission and Values Statements, visit the Featured
Announcements section on the home page at skokie.org.

Additional information and the final revised Skokie Police Department
Mission and Values Statements will be published in 2023. Thanks to all
community members who take the time to participate in this important
project.
www.skokie.org
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Government
2022 Economic Development (continued)
construction began in October, with anticipated
completion by the end of 2023. The adjacent
public-private parking garage and improvements
to Oakton Terrace which also will serve the new
hotel and ISTP are scheduled to be completed at
the same time.
Village staff continues to work with the owners
of Skokie’s largest sales tax generator and
employer, Westfield Old Orchard Shopping Center.
In March 2022, following a lengthy public project
review and approval process, the Skokie Village
Board approved the designation of Westfield Old
Orchard as an official Business District. With this
designation, Westfield Old Orchard becomes one
of more than 250 Business Districts in the State
of Illinois. As a result, Westfield has committed
to at least $100 million in site improvements to

elevate Westfield Old Orchard’s status as a
‘best-in-class’ shopping and entertainment
destination for Chicago’s North Shore and
the region. Many of these improvements
are already underway. After the Business
District was approved, numerous new or
expanded restaurant and retail concepts
opened, including Alo Yoga, Bar Siena,
Barnes & Noble (about to open at press
time), Bloomie’s, The Capital Grille, Levi’s,
L’Occitane, Louis Vuitton, Marine Layer,
Molly’s Cupcakes, Pie Five, Psycho Bunny,
Reset by Therabody, Rod & Gunn and Tory
Burch with more expected in 2023.
Elsewhere in the Village, NorthShore
University HealthSystem/Skokie Hospital
completed construction of a new physical
therapy facility and expanded Emergency
Room with over $300 million in capital
investments made by NorthShore over the
past several years to transition Skokie Hospital
into the only hospital in Illinois focused entirely on
orthopedic and spinal surgeries.

Skokie Police Department Installs ALPR Cameras
The Skokie Police Department will soon install 12 automated license plate reading (ALPR) cameras in
strategic areas around the community to solve and reduce crime. The cameras will be used to help
prevent and investigate crime by providing objective evidence, including license plate numbers and
vehicle characteristics. To proactively prevent crime from occurring, the cameras send a real-time alert
to the Skokie Police Department when data from a stolen car or known wanted suspect from a state
or national crime database is detected in the community. In addition, the cameras can send alerts if a
vehicle associated with an AMBER or Silver Alert is detected.
The Skokie Police Department will maintain an updated policy
around usage of the ALPR system. Each search requires a
justification, and the data is never sold or shared with third parties.
Data is only retained for thirty days and then permanently deleted.
The cameras will be used to solve and reduce property and violent
crime and will not be used for enforcement of minor traffic or
parking violations.
“The ALPR system is one of the most important technology
developments in many years, and it will greatly enhance the Skokie
Police Department’s ability to prevent and solve crime,” said Police
Chief Brian Baker.
These cameras, purchased from Flock Safety with grant funds
from the Cook County Urban Area Security Initiative, are used by
thousands of law enforcement agencies in over 2,000 cities across
40 states.

For more information on crime prevention in Skokie, visit skokie.org and see the Police Department page..
Be sure to follow the Skokie Police Department on Facebook and Twitter, too!

Please visit thinkskokie.com where the detailed
2022 Skokie Annual Economic Development Report
will be posted in January 2023.

Village Hall Holiday Hours
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will
be closed on Monday, December 26 for the
Christmas holiday and on January 2, 2023 for
the New Year’s Day holiday.
Village Hall also will be closed on January
16, 2023 in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day and on Monday, February 20, 2023 for
Presidents’ Day.
See pages six and seven for a list of holiday
refuse and recycling collection schedules for all
of these winter holiday weeks.
Regular Village Hall hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 to 5 p.m. Numerous Village
services can be accessed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, at skokie.org and through
the AccessSkokie app. Details on downloading
the app are on the home page at skokie.org.

Government
Culver’s is the 2022 Skokie Business of the Year!
The Consumer Affairs Commission
recently announced the winner and
runners up for the 2022 Skokie Business
of the Year Award.
After receiving nominations from the
community and reviewing additional
information provided by the nominated
businesses, the commission selected
Culver’s of Skokie, 9455 Gross Point
Road, as the 2022 Skokie Business of
the Year. Skokie resident Peggy Hoskin,
who nominated Culver’s, noted that…
[the] quality of their food is of high
standards…they care about an attractive
landscape, clean, safe grounds…this
place feels like all businesses should!
Culver’s regularly hosts fundraiser nights
for schools and community organizations
where 20 percent of sales is given back
to the organization. The owners also
support the Niles Township Food Pantry,
donated hundreds of meals to local hospital staff during the early days of the
COVID-19 pandemic and this year, donated $25,000, an entire day’s sales,
to the World Central Kitchen to support Ukraine. Culver’s owners Katie and
Susan Bulgrin and Michael Smith also support and sponsor numerous other
community organizations/events, including the Community Animal Rescue
Effort, the Skokie Chamber of Commerce Car Show, Skokie Little League

Baseball and many more. Culver’s
co-owner Michael Smith is pictured
to the left with the Skokie Business of
the Year traveling trophy. In addition to
Culver’s many financial contributions to
the community, Culver’s co-owner Katie
Bulgrin is active in the Skokie Chamber of
Commerce and also currently serves as
the chairperson of the Village’s Economic
Development Commission.
Skokie 2022 Business of the Year
runners-up include Buona Beef, Healing
Hands Wellness & Chiropractic Center,
Sketchbook Brewing Company and
Skokie Provisions. Many other Skokie
businesses received honorable mentions
this year, including Ace Hardware,
Complimentary Café, Costa Arena
Mexican Restaurant, Elated Wellness,
Eyeview Optical, Forza Meats, Ken’s
Diner and Grill, Kneads & Wants Artisan
Bakery, Manny’s Pizza, North Suburban Pharmacy, Pop Digital Marketing,
Pita Inn, Randy Ramos Salon, Soul Good Coffee, Symbol Training Institute
and Webster Dental Care.
Thanks to all of the businesses in Skokie -- large and small, independents
and chains, restaurants, retail, service and more -- that contribute so much
to Skokie’s economy and wonderful quality of life in the community.

Subscribe to SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter, and follow the Village’s Shop Local Skokie and Downtown Skokie Facebook pages for
announcements on new or expanding businesses.

Heartland Health Centers and Kids First Pediatric Partners Receive 2022
Public Health Partners of Excellence Awards
At the October 3, 2022 Village Board meeting, Dr. Edward Linn, Chairperson of the Skokie Board of Health, and Mike Charley, Director of the Skokie Health
and Human Services Department, presented the 12th Annual Public Health Partners of Excellence Awards to representatives from Heartland Health Centers
and Kids First Pediatric Partners.
Charley thanked the Heartland Health Centers staff for their work helping Skokie residents with applying for state benefits such as Medicaid and SNAP,
providing accessible health services to Skokie residents and assisting Health and Human Services in many other ways. “With our multiple languages that we
serve in Skokie, Heartland Health has always been able to provide the Health and Human Services Department with documents in Arabic, Spanish, French
and English to share with Skokie residents.” (pictured right)
Kids First Pediatric Partners was essential to helping immunize countless Skokie children with the COVID-19 vaccine, Charley noted. “Kids First was one of
the initial providers to hold drive-through COVID-19 vaccine clinics,
ensuring individuals and families had easy access to the vaccine.”
(pictured left). The Skokie Health and Human Services Department
could not provide critical services without the exceptional support of
community public health partners.

For more information about Skokie Health and Human Services
Department programs and services, visit skokie.org and subscribe to
SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter.
www.skokie.org
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Village Notes
Storytellers Wanted for February 16 Event
Storytellers wanted! Love Lost and Found is the theme of the Skokie Fine Arts Commission’s live,
inaugural storytelling event scheduled for Thursday, February 16, 2023. The event runs from 7:30 to 10
p.m. at Take Flight Spirits, 8038 Lincoln Avenue, Skokie and will feature up to 10 storytellers who will
step up to the microphone to tell their five- to-seven-minute, true story about love. Admission is free, but
reservations will be required as space is limited.
Potential storytellers are invited to submit an up to 750-word story about love gone wrong, true love, the
food they grew to love, what they love about Skokie…or another appropriate love-related tale. Deadline
for submittal is January 6, 2023, and stories should be emailed to info@skokie.org in a pdf file with the
storyteller’s name, address and phone number. Preference will be given to Skokie residents, and stories
are encouraged from Skokie’s multi-cultural community.
Submissions will be reviewed by the Skokie Fine Arts Commission with confirmations to storytellers by
late January 2023. All storytellers will receive a fun Skokie swag bag, and we hope to hear from you!
Headlining the event will be will Skokie resident, author, writing coach, storyteller and previous Award for
Artistic Excellence recipient Ellen Blum Barish.

Watch for event registration details in editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter,
and at skokie.org beginning in January 2023.

Village Receives Mobility Award for Bike Trails and More
The Village of Skokie recently received a 2022 Voice of the People Award (VOP) for Excellence in Mobility from
the National Research Center (NRC) at Polco and the International City/County Management Association. The
VOP awards are the only accolade given in local government based on the opinion of community residents,
with selections based on The National Community Survey responses.
In late 2021, the Village launched the Skokie Community Survey through the NRC, marking the Village’s
seventh triennial survey since 2003. The survey provides resident feedback on the foundations that create
an excellent quality of life in the community. Skokie residents gave high marks for the ease of transportation
and mobility in the community based on Skokie’s walkability, abundance of bike trails and dedicated bike lanes,
availability of public transit and ease of parking.

For information on biking in Skokie, including a map showing current and future bicycle paths, visit skokie.
org/480/Bicycling-in-Skokie.

Medication Recycling in Skokie

2023 Skokie PD Beat Meetings

The Village of Skokie offers two options for recycling unused, expired and unwanted
medications, both prescription and over-the-counter varieties. Please keep the medications
in their original containers with the names of the medications visible on the containers,
and please note that neither recycling location accepts thermometers, IV bags, bloody or
infectious waste, personal care products, empty containers and hydrogen peroxide.

The Skokie Police Department is pleased to announce that
Village-wide quarterly beat meetings will continue in 2023.
In 2022, the meetings had a combined total attendance
of over 400 residents who heard presentations from the
new Co-Responder team, School Resource Officers and
the Neighborhood Integrity Officer. Additionally, all meetings
included a discussion on crime patterns and community
concerns specific to each Beat.

Skokie Police Headquarters, 7300 Niles Center Road, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. This program is made possible by a partnership between the Skokie
Police Department and the Cook County Sheriff’s Office. In combination with the annual
late-October Prescription Takeback Day, some 1,500 pounds of medications are recycled
through this drop box each year. Accepted items include prescription medications,
controlled substances, all over-the-counter medications, medication samples, pet
medications as well as vitamins and supplements. Ointments and salves are accepted;
liquids may be taken to the Skokie Health and Human Services Department (see below).
Skokie Health and Human Services Department, Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Health Department accepts
liquid and ointment prescription medications, all human or pet over-the-counter and
prescription medications in pill form (except controlled substances, which are accepted at
the Skokie Police Department), syringes or needles used for humans or pets in a sharps
container or closed thick container and inhalers.

Attending a neighborhood Beat meeting is a great way to
interact with the Officers who patrol your neighborhood, ask
any questions you may have for them and to connect with
your neighbors. Dates for the 2023 Beat meetings held in
January, April, July and October, will be announced soon.

To see a Beat map, learn more about the Beat meetings and
see the 2023 quarterly Beat meeting schedule (published
by late December 2022), please visit the Skokie Police
Department’s page at skokie.org and refer to the Beat
meeting section.

Village Notes
Catalytic Converter Theft Prevention Tips
Catalytic converters are an essential part of most motor vehicles and they
are costly to replace. Both locally and throughout the county, catalytic
converter thefts are on the rise as they contain valuable precious metals that
can be removed from once stolen.

•

Know if your vehicle is a likely target: hybrids, SUV’s, and trucks have
valuable and easily accessible catalytic converters

•

Etch your VIN number onto your catalytic converter to help alert a
scrap dealer that it was stolen

The Skokie Police Department monitors recent crime patterns and focuses
patrols in areas where vehicles are susceptible to catalytic converter theft
and recently held a catalytic converter alarm giveaway event to help reduce
the occurrences of theft. While more of
these will take place in the future if possible,
in the meantime, help protect your vehicles
from catalytic converter theft by following
these tips:

•

Call 9-1-1 if you hear or see anything suspicious, as catalytic
converters are often removed by criminals using a battery powered saw.

•

Never approach or confront any individuals you think are
committing catalytic converter theft.

•
•
•

Recent legislation requires recyclable
metal dealers to keep a record of catalytic
converters they purchase and requires the
seller to provide a driver’s license or ID.

Park in well-lit areas close to public
entrances, or park inside of a garage if
possible

If you have any questions or need further
information on catalytic converters, please
email crime.prevention@skokie.org. For
additional crime prevention tips, visit the
Skokie Police Department page at skokie.org.

Install an anti-theft device
Install motion-sensitive lights and
cameras in your parking area

Update: Skokie Police Department Body Cameras
The Skokie Police Department began a body camera pilot program on January 1, 2022, with 13 Department members trained and equipped with body
cameras. The pilot program was used to familiarize officers with the new equipment and to identify any issues prior to expanding the program Departmentwide. At the conclusion of the pilot initiative, participating officers provided valuable feedback that addressed several logistical issues regarding the program.
The Department’s goal is to have all sworn members fully trained and equipped with body cameras by the end of 2022, which is a full year in advance of the
January 1, 2024 state mandate set forth in the Law Enforcement Officer Body-Worn Camera Act.

Fire Prevention During the Holiday Season
The Skokie Fire Department would like to encourage everyone to be safe
this holiday season. To help ensure you have a safe holiday season we
recommend you do the following:

•
•

Shovel out three feet around fire hydrants

•

Check your lights before using them, if the cord is frayed or pinched –
throw it away

Wear a hat, gloves and layers when going outside in winter weather

•
•
•
•
•
•

Unplug your holiday lights before going to bed or leaving your home

•
•
•

Take a cell phone with you when travelling in the cold and snowy
weather

•

•

If you use a real tree, keep it watered and at least three feet from any
heating sources

•
•

Watch for icy spots on front steps and sidewalks

Keep an emergency kit in your vehicle in case you become stranded.
• Extra gloves, hats and coats
• Blankets to keep warm
• Non-perishable food and bottled water
• Extra charging cables for your cell phone
• Jumper cables and road flares
• Flashlight
• First-aid kit
• Plastic sealable bags for sanitation

Don’t overload any outlets with more than two plugs
Don’t plug power strips into each other
Don’t use indoor extension cords for outdoors lights
Don’t use indoor lights on the outside of your home
Keep space heaters away from combustibles and do not leave them
unattended

During the winter months, the Skokie Fire Department would like to
remind everyone to be mindful of the following:

Visit the Fire Prevention page at skokie.org for more information.

Keep exhaust vents for your clothes dryer and furnace clear of ice and
snow
Don’t overdo it when shoveling – be sure to take breaks, especially
when snow is heavy

www.skokie.org
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Village Calendar
DECEMBER EVENTS

JANUARY EVENTS

Village Board Meetings
December 5 and 19, 7:30 p.m. See page eight
for more information.

Holiday Lights Lost Their
Twinkle?

Village Board Meetings
January 3 and 17, 7:30 p.m. See page eight
for more information.

Skokie Police Department Triad Meeting
December 1, 10:30 a.m. at Skokie Police
Headquarters, 7300 Niles Center Road. The
Triad program is for senior citizens, with Crime
Prevention officers providing education on
emerency response. The free program lasts an
hour and refreshments will be served.

Skokie Public Works will again
participate in the Solid Waste Agency
of Northern Cook County’s popular
holiday light recycling program held in
partnership with Elgin Recycling.

Village Hall Closed for New Year’s Holiday
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will be
closed on Monday, January 2. Regular hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. See skokie.org for online Village services.

Through January 31, 2023, strands of
holiday lights may be dropped off in the
container located outside the Skokie
Public Works main entrance at 9050
Gross Point Road. Drop offs accepted
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Accepted lights include: minilights, C7 and C9 lights, rope lights, LED
lights and extension cords.

Skokie Police Department Beat Meetings
Throughout January, the Skokie Police
Department will hold meetings in each of the
community’s eight external Beats. All meetings
begin at 6 p.m. See article on page five.

2022 Awards for Artistic Excellence
December 5, 7:30 p.m., Skokie Village Board
meeting. The Fine Arts Commission will present
group and individual awards for contributions
to the Arts in Skokie. Watch live on the Village’s
YouTube channel or see SkokieNews for info.
Health and Human Services
Throughout the month, numerous health clinics
will be held at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street. See page 10 for information.
Village Hall Closed for Christmas Holiday
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will be
closed on Monday, December 26. Regular hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
See skokie.org and the Access Skokie app for
online Village services.
CPR Skills Testing
There will be no testing during December.

For more information on recycling
in Skokie visit skokie.org, and for
information on unique, regional
recycling initiatives, visit the Solid
Waste Agency of Northern Cook
County’s website at swancc.org.

CPR Skills Testing
January 21 at Fire Station 17, 8157 Central
Park Avenue. Fees apply and advance
registration is required at skokie.org.
Health and Human Services
Throughout the month, numerous health clinics
will be held at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street. See page 10 for information.
Village Hall Closed for Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will
be closed on Monday, January 16. Regular
hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. See skokie.org and the Access Skokie
app for online Village services.

Village Calendar
FEBRUARY EVENTS

Crawford Avenue Meeting
A public meeting on proposed Crawford
Avenue improvements was expected to
occur in December 2022, but due to the
continued design and review process, the
meeting is deferred to February 2023, date
to be determined. Watch for updates in
SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic
newsletter, as well as on the home page
at skokie.org and the project website,
crawfordavenueproject.com, when available.
The Village is working with Cook County
on significant improvements to Crawford
Avenue from Oakton Street to Golf Road.
The Illinois Department of Transportation has
preliminarily approved installing an exclusive
left turn lane, a thru lane and a combined
thru/right turn lane and bike lanes in each
direction near key intersections. At the
Church and Main Street intersections, there
will be an exclusive left turn lane, a thru lane,
a dedicated right turn lane and bike lanes
in each direction. Between intersections,
there will be one thru lane, a bike lane and a
parking lane in each direction.

Village Board Meetings
February 6 and 21, 7:30 p.m. See page eight
for more information.
Health and Human Services
Throughout the month, numerous health clinics
will be held at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street. See page 10 for information.
Skokie Police Department Triad Meeting
February 10, 10:30 a.m. at Skokie Police
Headquarters, 7300 Niles Center Road. The
presentation for Skokie seniors is on Scams,
Frauds and Identity Theft with special guest Kay
Overpack from Chase Bank. The free program
lasts an hour and refreshments will be served.
CPR Skills Testing
February 18 at Fire Station 17, 8157 Central
Park Avenue. Fees apply and advance
registration is required at skokie.org.
Restaurant Month
February is designated as Restaurant Month
so dine out early and often at your favorite
Skokie places! Watch for information at skokie.
org, Shop Local Skokie and Downtown Skokie
Facebook pages and in SkokieNews leading up
to and during February.
Fine Arts Commission Storytelling Event
February 16, 7:30 p.m., Take Flight Spirits,
8038 Lincoln Avenue, Skokie. Admission is free,
but reservations required as space is limited.
See page four for information.

For more information on Crawford Avenue
improvements,visit the project website,
crawfordavenueproject.com.

Village Hall Closed for Presidents’ Day
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will be
closed on Monday, February 20. Regular hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
See skokie.org for online Village services. See
skokie.org and the Access Skokie app for online
Village services.

Save the Date!
June 2023 Community-Wide Garage Sale
The Village’s very first community-wide garage sale
is set for June 2 through 4, 2023. Participation
is free and those who register for the event will
have their location highlighted on online maps
publicized by the Village on social media pages, in
SkokieNews and at skokie.org. Start cleaning those
closets and watch for more information in spring
2023.

Febuary is a Great Time To Check
Out the Village’s Social Media!
The best way to stay up-to-date on Village
news and activities between NewSkokie
editions is to sign up for SkokieNews, the
Village’s weekly enewsletter. Scan the
QR code on page 12 or visit skokie.org to
subscribe.
Lots of Village news also is posted on the
Village’s many social media platforms,
including:
Facebook Pages
Village of Skokie
Skokie Police Department
Shop Local Skokie
Downtown Skokie
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Instagram
Village of Skokie
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Twitter
Skokie Police Department

www.skokie.org
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Village Board Action

The Village Board meets

on the first and third Mondays of each month.
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street.
Upcoming Village Board Meetings
December 5 and 19
January 3 and 17
February 6 and 21
Meeting agendas are published at skokie.org on
the Thursday prior to the meeting date. Public
comments may be:
• Submitted to publiccomments@skokie.org
• M
 ailed or hand-delivered to Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois,
60077, Attention: Village Manager’s Office;
or
• Placed in the exterior drop box on the west
side of Skokie Village Hall.
Comments received prior to or during the
meeting will be provided to the Village Board
and will not be read aloud. Individuals wishing
to speak at a Village Board meeting will be
allocated three minutes to do so according to
the meeting agenda.

The Village Board recently approved:
A resolution of financial commitment for grant applications to support two planned street
enhancement projects. The first, planned for 2023, includes installation of bicycle lanes on
both sides of Church Street between Linder Avenue and McCormick Boulevard, as well as
traffic and pedestrian signal enhancements. The second project, tentatively scheduled for
2027, includes installation of shared bicycle/vehicle lanes on Gross Point Road between
Church and Main Streets.
A Commercial Corridor Storefront Enhancement Grant, transferred upon project completion,
final inspections and document submittal, for El Fuego Mexican Cuisine, 8018 Lincoln
Avenue. The grant will fund major components of both exterior and interior improvements
including installing new ‘open air’ windows facing Lincoln Avenue, installing a new outdoor
food and beverage bar, stone fireplace, landscaping and more.
A Commercial Corridor Storefront Enhancement Grant, transferred upon project completion,
final inspections and document submittal, for Will’s Place, 7927 Lincoln Avenue, a café and
retail vocational job training site for adults for disabilities featuring a chef-driven menu for
breakfast and lunch as well as a ‘general store’. Will’s Place staff will partner with the District
219 Bridges Program to hire and train up to 30 young adults to work at the café. The grant
will fund installation of an upgraded kitchen, an ADA-compliant bathroom and other interior
work as well as exterior signage, awnings and open-air windows.
Purchase of an Automated License Plate Reader system from Flock Group, Inc., for $66,600
for the Skokie Police Department’s use in collecting and recording objective information about
passing vehicles which is deposited into a secure, searchable database. The purchase, which
includes the provision and installation of twelve Falcon pole-mounted cameras, maintenance,
data, security and customer service, is being supported by a $63,000 grant through the Cook
County Urban Area Security Initiative. See article on page two.
A Class 7c Cook County Property Tax Resolution of Support for a property located at 3818
Oakton Street which has stood vacant and unused since February 2018. This important
designation enables the property owners to apply to the Cook County Assessor’s Office for
a property tax incentive. Once redeveloped, the building will provide back-office support and
administration space for the newly-formed Midwest headquarters of Paradigm and Mozart
Healthcare, creating 20 new jobs over the next few years.

More information and an online application can be found at www.skokie.org. Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the Thursday
prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings live-streamed on www.
skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels during the weeks following
each meeting. See www.skokie.org for a full calendar of meetings.

Village Services
Snow in Skokie!

Please clip and save this guide to alternate-side parking, snow communication, snow shoveling help and more!
Alternate-Side Parking Basic Information
The Village of Skokie’s alternate-side parking
regulations go into effect from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
seven days a week, when two inches or more
of snow falls. All residents, visitors, business
owners, employees and customers are subject
to alternate-side parking restrictions at all
times.

Questions?
Why does the Village use alternate-side parking
after it snows?
The purpose of alternate-side parking is to
clear streets from curb to curb to ensure that
emergency vehicles can access to all areas
of the community. Visit the Village of Skokie
YouTube channel for a video explaining the
alternate-side parking program. Vehicles that
are not in compliance with alternate-side
parking are subject to a $50 citation and, in
emergency situations, towing.

Here is how alternate-side parking works in
Skokie:

•

On even-numbered days of the month,
after a snowfall of two inches or more, all vehicles must be moved to
the side of the street with even-numbered addresses between 8 a.m.
and 6 p.m.

•

On odd-numbered days of the month, after a snowfall of two inches
or more, all vehicles must be moved to the side of the street with oddnumbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

•

Some Village streets are exempt from alternate-side parking on
Saturday, Sunday and some holidays; visit skokie.org for a list of exempt
streets

Snow Removal Operations
In general, snow removal operations in Skokie progress as follows:

•

Removal of snow from major thoroughfares over which the Village has
jurisdiction (sections of Oakton Street and Niles Center Road, Main
Street, Howard Street, Dempster Street, etc.)

•
•

Removal of snow from streets and sidewalks around schools

•

•

I just shoveled and the plow came by and piled all of the snow in front of my
driveway again. How can this be avoided?
Efficient plowing operations sometimes unintentionally move snow in front of
driveways. When shoveling, move snow to the left side of the driveway when
facing the driveway from the street.
How can I know for sure if alternate-side parking is in effect?
There are numerous ways to learn if alternate-side parking is in effect:

•
•
•
•

Sign up for Smart911 text alerts at skokie.org
Call the Village’s 24-hour Snow Hot line at 847/675-SNOW (7669)
Visit skokie.org and look for a notice on the home page
Sign up for SkokieNews at skokie.org to receive an email alert on the
first morning that alternate-side parking is in effect

•

Tune to SkokieVision cable and look for the crawl message (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel 17 on Comcast systems)

Removal of snow from other community streets under Village
jurisdiction

•
•

Listen to 1660 AM Skokie Radio

Removal of snow from public sidewalks in residential areas when
snowfall is four inches or greater; although the Village clears
sidewalks after this amount of snow, residents and property
owners are obligated to keep public sidewalks and walkways
clear of snow and ice to prevent hazardous conditions

My neighbor doesn’t move their car. Can the police come and ticket them?
Concerns about noncompliance with alternate-side parking should be
reported to the Police Department non-emergency number at 847/9825900.

Removal of snow from alleys when snowfall is six inches or greater

Village Parking Lots Available During Snow Emergencies
Until 6:01 p.m. on the last day of alternate-side parking, the Village allows
residents to park in three Village-owned parking lots in the community:

•

Parking lot on the north side of Oakton Street between Walgreen’s and
Crafty Beaver Home Center in Downtown Skokie

•

Skokie Swift parking lot on the north side of Dempster Street, accessed
from Gross Point Road; please park close to entrance

•

Skokie Swift parking lot on the northwest corner of Skokie Boulevard
and Searle Parkway

Roadway Jurisdictions in Skokie
Most major roads in Skokie, including Church Street, Crawford Avenue,
Old Orchard Road, Touhy Avenue and more, are under the jurisdiction of
the Illinois Department of Transportation or Cook County, and they are
responsible for snow removal and pothole repairs. For a complete list of
Skokie thoroughfare jurisdictions, please visit www.skokie.org.

See more information at skokie.org, Public Works section, Snow page.

Listen for the emergency siren that sounds at 7 a.m. to signal that the
program is in effect from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. that day

Please Be a Good Neighbor
If you have neighbors who are elderly, are busy caring for a new baby or are
just unable to clear snow, please consider shoveling a path on their sidewalk.
While the Village sidewalk plows clear much of the snow, a hand-shoveling
helps make sidewalks more easily passable. Please help if you can!
Need Snow Shoveling Assistance?
The Village’s TeenLink program unites residents needing shoveling
assistance with teens who are available for hire to do the work. This
program is only available to Skokie residents, and during snow events, the
Village receives hundreds of requests for the TeenLink list. The resident is
responsible for contacting the teen and for making financial and scheduling
arrangements. Contact 847/933-8208 or info@skokie.org to request the list
or, for teens, to add their name and contact information to the list.
Businesses Responsible for Clearing Snow From Sidewalks
Adjacent to Their Property
By Village ordinance, business owners are responsible for clearing the snow
from public sidewalks adjacent to their property.

www.skokie.org
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Village Notes
CDBG Update

In early 2023, the Village will initiate the process of developing the Annual
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) projects for
Program Year 2023-24. The Village receives CDBG funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development each year to use for a
variety of capital improvements, housing rehabilitation, and social services
that principally benefit low/moderate-income Skokie residents. The total
budget for the current (CDBG) program year construction projects, public
services and grant administration is $675,622.
Each year, CDBG funds are allocated to the Village’s Home Improvement
and Neighborhood Enhancement Program, street resurfacing projects as
well as improvements at buildings and group homes owned by not-forprofit organizations that serve the community. Funds also are allocated to
support important social services programs that assist Skokie residents.
Allocations to non-profits and social service agencies are determined by a
rigorous application and review process that will begin in early 2023, with
presentations and hearings at several Village Board meetings. At press time,
these dates have not yet been determined. For more information on the
process for developing the CDBG Annual Action Plan for the coming year,
please watch for announcements on the home page at skokie.org, in Village
Board meeting agendas (see page eight for information) and in upcoming
editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s electronic newsletter.

For further information about the overall CDBG program, visit
skokie.org/218/Community-Development-Block-Grant-CDBG or contact
Deputy Director/Neighborhood Services Manager Davorka Kirincic at
davorka.kirincic@skokie.org or 847/933-8224.
See project updates at www.skokie.org

COVID-19 Update

Skokie Health and Human Services provides Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
for children and adults six months of age or older. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recommends that people five years of age and
older receive one updated/bivalent booster if it has been at least two
months since their last COVID-19 vaccine. Visit skokie.org to schedule
an appointment or visit vaccines.gov or skokie.org for links to other local
vaccine providers.
Test for COVID-19 if you have symptoms such as fever or chills, cough,
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, congestion or runny
nose, nausea or vomiting and/or diarrhea. Over-the-counter self-tests are
easy to use and produce rapid results. Stay home and isolate from others
if you have symptoms when waiting for test results. A positive test result
means that you should isolate and inform your close contacts to avoid
spreading the virus to others.

A complete list of COVID-19 symptoms and more information is available at
skokie.org.

Health & Human Services
The Skokie Health and Human Services Department (HHS) offers these
services to the community in addition to providing COVID-19 vaccines.
TB Testing: For individuals who attend Skokie schools, work or reside
in schools. Monday and Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; return readings on
Thursday mornings. Call 847/933-8252 for appointments. $10 fee.
Sharps Disposal: HHS accepts used needles during regular business hours,
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free service. The needles must
be in approved puncture-proof containers, and HHS can provide additional
containers for future collection.
Childhood Immunizations: Routine childhood immunizations for eligible
Skokie schoolchildren or children attending Skokie schools. Monday and
Tuesday. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Wednesday, 2 to 4 p.m. by appointment only.
Adult Health Screenings: Blood pressure, lipid, and diabetes screenings
are available by appointment only. Diabetes ($5) and cholesterol ($15 fee)
screenings are Tuesday 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and blood pressures screenings
(free) are available on Monday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Tuesday 9 a.m. to 12
p.m.

Flu Vaccinations: Flu vaccinations for eligible Skokie schoolchildren or
children attending Skokie schools AND Regular dose flu vaccinations are
available for ages 4 years and older. Please call 847/933-8252 to schedule
your appointment.
COVID-19 Vaccinations: See detailed article above, and visit skokie.org to
make an appointment. Information on other local vaccine providers available
at skokie.org or vaccines.gov
Senior Health Insurance Program: Medicare counselors trained by the
Illinois Department on Aging offer education and one-on-one assistance to
residents who are turning 65, thinking about retirement or just wanting to
learn more about their health care coverage. Want to meet with a Senior
Health Insurance Program Counselor to discuss your Medicare coverage?
Call Health and Human Services to schedule an appointment 847/933-8208.
Monthly Medicare 101 Program: Learn how Medicare works and how to
choose the coverage that is right for you. A free program is scheduled from 1
to 2 p.m. at the Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street. Register by
calling the Skokie Park District at 847/674-1500.

Visit skokie.org for more information on all programs and services offered by
the Skokie Health and Human Services Department.

Entertainment & Leisure
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Happenings at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts

Salt Creek Ballet’s The Nutcracker
In the Center Theatre
Friday, December 2, 7 p.m.
Saturday, December 3, 1 and 5 p.m.

Music Theater Works Presents
White Christmas
In the Center Theatre
December 15 to January 1; performance times
vary

Chicago Philharmonic presents
Songs of a Wayfarer
In the Center Theatre
Saturday, February 4, 7:30 p.m.

BritBeat: A Tribute to the Beatles
In the Center Theatre
Northlight Theater Presents
Georgiana and Kitty: Christmas at Pemberley Saturday, February 18, 8 p.m.
In the North Theatre
Through December 24; performance times vary

Elvis Tribute Artist Spectacular
In the Center Theatre
Saturday, January 7, 8 p.m.

DC’s Reflecting Fools
Please don’t storm the Capitol Steps! The stairway
to heavenly political satire originally laid by the
Steps continues upward with DC’s Reflecting
Fools, the new musical parody group created by
the performers and co-writer from the Capitol
Steps.
In the Center Theatre
Friday, January 27, 8 p.m.
Saturday, January 28, 2 and 8 p.m.
Sunday, January 29, 2 p.m.

Ticket prices vary. For information and a full
schedule, please visit www.northshorecenter.org.

Shop Local Skokie!
Shopping locally at independent retailers has become a national theme
on Small Business Saturday over Thanksgiving weekend and throughout
the holiday season. Skokie residents are encouraged to patronize small,
independent retailers in the community throughout the year. Local merchants
support the community in many ways and supporting them is important to
the local economy.
By purchasing your groceries, gasoline, gifts, toiletries, clothing as well as
dining out and more in Skokie, you contribute to the local economy by both
supporting local businesses and creating jobs for residents in Skokie and
throughout the region. See page three for information about the 2022 Skokie
Business of the Year and other businesses that were runners-up or received
honorable mentions. Consider nominating your favorites next year!
Think Skokie first!

www.skokie.org
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Stay in the Know with SkokieNews
Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the Village:
• Email info@skokie.org
• Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal
• Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois 60077,
Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager.

Get Involved and Stay in Touch!

Crime Tip Hotline
847/933-TIPS (8477)

~ Environmental Health
847/933-8484

There are numerous ways to get involved in the community and to stay up-to-date on Village
programs, services and news. Scan the QR code to reach a landing page with links to:

Information
847/673-0500

~ Human Services
847/933-8208

Stay in Touch

Fire Non-Emergency
847/982-5300

Public Works
847/933-8427

Police Non-Emergency Signs and Street Lights
847/933-8232
847/982-5900
Village Manager’s Office
Animal Control
847/933-8210
847/982-5970
Water Billing
847/933-8418
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Please recycle

•
•
•
•
•

Register for SkokieNews weekly enewsletter
Follow the Village on social media (see page seven)
Register for Smart911 emergency alerts
Download the AccessSkokie app
Attend a Village Board meeting (see page eight)

Get Involved

•
•
•
•

Serve on a Village advisory board or commission
Join the Skokie Medical Reserve Corps
Sign up for Neighborhood Watch
Register for a Citizen Fire or Police Academy

The involvement of all Skokie residents is what makes the community so rich and vibrant. Please
consider applying to serve on a Village advisory board or commission, signing up for Neighborhood
Watch, joining the Medical Reserve Corps, organizing a block party or otherwise contributing your voice
and expertise to the community.
Thank you for getting involved and staying in touch!

