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Thanks to Clean, Green Skokie and Adopt-A-Street Volunteers!
A total of 36 groups, families and individuals
rolled up their sleeves to participate in the 2022
Clean, Green Skokie! litter clean up initiative this
spring. Clean ups took place in parks, on various
streets, trails and school grounds, and everyone’s
enthusiasm was heartwarming.
2022 Clean Green Skokie!
Volunteers:
District 73.5 PTO
Skokie Swifters Run/Walk Club
Turning Point
Beth Emet Synagogue
Daniella Appel
Irena - Rita Bits
Girl Scout Troop 41204
Girl Scout Troop 47146
Girl Scout Troop 47259
Valerie and AJ Brown Family
Devonshire School Fifth Graders
Lundeen/Chen Families
The Crain Street Crew
Go Green Skokie
The Seaver Family
The Neatniks – Larry and Barbara Greenberg
Niles North Bridges Transition Program

2022 Property
Beautification Awards

The Red Prius Brigade
Lowell Avenue Families and Friends
The Green of Devonshire
The Devonshire Terrace Condominium
The K Team (Mbadugha Family)
Byline Bank
Jason Kandik
Skokie Community Foundation

The Mbadugha Family, or K Team,
collected eight bags of litter!
Meyer Parent Leaders
Highland School
Dr. Bessie Rhodes School
Fairview School
LanzaTech
East Prairie School 4th and 5th Grade Student
Leadership
McCracken School Social Justice Club
Francine and Steve Schulman

Adopt-A-Street groups that commit to
cleaning a public area of the community several
times each year include:
Elmdale Partners
Skokie Caucus Party
Skokie Chamber of Commerce
Skokie Public Library
ServiceMaster by Simons
ServiceMaster by Zaba
Special shout-out to crews from Skokie Public
Works, the Skokie Park District and Skokie
school districts for picking up and/or disposing of
collected bags of litter. Keeping Skokie clean and
beautiful is everyone’s responsibility.

For more information email info@skokie.org or call
Public Works at 847-933-8427.

Each year in late summer, the Skokie Beautification and Improvement Commission evaluates
nominated properties throughout the Village. Winners receive notice in December or January and
receive an award certificate in April, and recognition at a Village Board meeting. In early April 2022,
35 Skokie homes and business received awards for their efforts to beautify their property for all to
enjoy in 2021.
Nominations are judged on overall appearance
and condition, as well as landscape design and
maintenance. Nominations from the community are
welcome! Please submit addresses of homes in your
neighborhood that are well-maintained, with an eye
toward attractive front-yard landscaping. If you have
the owner’s name, great - but just the address is fine
for a nomination.

Please email beautificationawards@skokie.org by
August 1, 2022 with the address of the property and
the owner’s name if possible.
This 2021 Award-Winning property at 9800 Keeler Avenue is owned by Robert and Marguerite Sabath.
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Government
2022 Vehicle Stickers, Zone Parking Stickers and Pet Licenses Sales Start June 1
By late May, Skokie
residents will receive
vehicle sticker
renewal notices by
mail. The renewal
period begins June
1 and runs through
July 31. The cost for
passenger vehicles is
$40, with additional
fees for trucks and
trailers. Payment methods include check and
most major credit cards. All vehicle license
stickers must be displayed on vehicles by August
1. Prices for all stickers increase by 50 percent on
August 1, 2022.

• Online at www.skokiestickers.org. This is

Here’s how to purchase a 2022 vehicle sticker
beginning on June 1 as well as a few other notes
on the process:

• In-person beginning on Tuesday, June 1

the most convenient way to renew since
the Village does not charge credit card
processing fees or shipping fees. The portal
opens on June 1.

• By mail. Envelopes are provided with

the application forms and are processed
beginning on June 1.

•

Residents should renew by mail
or online instead of at Village
Hall. Vehicle stickers purchased by mail
and online are typically received within two
weeks. Residents renewing by mail or online
also can renew their zone parking stickers at
the same time at a cost of $2 each.
at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street,
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5

Westfield Old Orchard Business District
The Skokie Village Board recently approved the
designation of Westfield Old Orchard shopping
center, the Village’s premiere sales tax generator,
as an official Business District.
This decision followed a months-long, public
project review and approval process. With this
designation, Westfield Old Orchard becomes one
of more than 220 Business Districts in the State of
Illinois, with the shopping center’s sales tax rate
increasing by one percent on July 1, 2022.
All revenues generated from the new Business
District will be directly reinvested in urgentlyneeded upgrades to the shopping center’s
infrastructure, customer amenities and overall
ambience to ensure long-term business success
and continued economic vitality. Several new
restaurant and retail concepts are coming soon
or have recently opened at Westfield Old Orchard,
including Tory Burch, Bar Siena, The Capital
Grille, Alo Yoga, Reset by Therabody, Molly’s
Cupcakes, L’Occitane, Marine Layer, Pie Five and
Rod & Gunn, with more exciting announcements
expected throughout 2022.
Westfield Old Orchard is important to the region
and community in many ways, including as a
popular destination and resource to reduce the
tax burden on other Skokie property tax payers.
Westfield’s annual property tax bill exceeds $14
million, of which approximately six percent, or
$850,000, goes to the Village of Skokie. The

remaining $13 million in funds go to Skokie
school districts, Park District, Library and other
taxing bodies. In addition to generating essential
tax revenue, Westfield Old Orchard is Skokie’s
largest private sector source of employment,
creating jobs for approximately 3,200 area
residents.
The possibility of mall ownership changes or joint
ventures were contemplated and addressed by
Village leaders when crafting the new agreement
between the Village of Skokie and Westfield Old
Orchard. “All obligations transfer to any possible
new ownership and no tax money is transferred
until actual improvements are completed,” said
Village Manager John Lockerby. “The Village
and Westfield – or Westfield’s successor – will
continue to work together to ensure the mall’s
transformation, achieving an even stronger
flagship property status. On a national level,
the mall industry is evolving to respond to
e-commerce competition and the ongoing
impact of changing pandemic conditions. The
commitment to ensure Old Orchard’s relevance
remains a top priority and as such, allowing
residential uses is being contemplated.”

Visit skokie.org and subscribe to SkokieNews for
updates on further developments at Westfield Old
Orchard.

p.m. The Finance Department counter
can only serve two customers at a time,
and residents should expect
significant wait times when
purchasing in-person, especially
during the last two weeks in July.
Pet licenses, which must be renewed each year,
can be purchased at the Finance Department
counter. By ordinance, all cats and dogs living
in Skokie are required to have a license. Fees are
$25 for animals that are not neutered or spayed,
and $10 for animals that are neutered or spayed.
When purchasing a pet license, please bring a
copy of the animal’s rabies vaccination certificate
and veterinary proof of neutering or spaying, if
applicable.

Visit skokie.org for call the Finance Department at
847/933-8432 for more information.

Holiday Hours and
Collection Schedule
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will
be closed on Monday, July 4, 2022 in honor of
Independence Day. Regular Village Hall hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Numerous Village services can be accessed 24
hours a day, seven days a week, at skokie.org.
Refuse/recycling/yardwaste collection for the
week of July 4:

• Refuse and recycling - Monday collection
on Tuesday; Tuesday collection on
Wednesday; Thursday and Friday
unchanged.

• Yardwaste will be collected on Saturday,
July 9.

Government
Summer Yard and Home Maintenance Information
Yard maintenance is the responsibility of every
property owner and tenant and includes the
maintenance of any right-of-way abutting the
property.
Lawn Maintenance and Equipment
Regulations

• Gas-powered leaf blowers are allowed from

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week, including
holidays. Other landscaping hours are 8
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday to Friday; 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. on Saturdays and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on
Sundays and holidays.

Refuse and Recycling Containers
Keep garbage and recycling in carts/dumpsters with
lids closed at all times. For those who bring their
the use of public sidewalks.
carts to the curb for pick-up, return them to your
Trim shrubs to a maximum height of 30 inches garage after each collection.
from ground level near street corners, street/
Construction Hours
alley intersections, and driveway/sidewalk
Construction hours are from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
intersections to not obstruct the vision of
Monday through Saturday. Construction is not
motorists and pedestrians.
allowed on Sundays and holidays.
All landscape waste must be removed and
disposed of properly.

• Grass must be cut at six inches or less.
• Trim landscaping so it doesn’t interfere with
•

•

Please help your neighbor
If any of your neighbors are elderly or physically
unable to mow their own lawn, please consider
offering to help. This random act of kindness will
be greatly appreciated. Good neighbors make great
communities!
TeenLink
The Village’s TeenLink Program provides residents
with names of teens willing to do various outdoor
chores such as mowing lawns, pulling weeds,
raking leaves, and shoveling snow. Teenagers are
needed year-round. Please visit skokie.org or call
847/933-8208 for details.

For additional information visit skokie.org.

Downtown Skokie Update
A rooftop grand opening and ground-floor ribbon cutting were held during spring at Highpoint at 8000
North. At press time, approximately 30 percent of the units were leased which exceeds expectations.
Interest in the ground-floor commercial space has accelerated since the completion of the residential
tower.
Interior improvements at the newly enhanced 8030 Lamon Avenue building at the Illinois Science +
Technology Park (ISTP) were completed in May and the owners are marketing the property to prominent
life science companies. In April, Skokie-based startup Soul Good Coffee’s mobile cafe began providing
daily coffee and baked goods at the ISTP while also supporting local non-profits. Sketchbook Brewing
Company on Main Street won the coveted Best ‘Under the Radar’ Brewery in the Chicago Tribune’s 2022
Reader’s Choice Food Awards!
Recent Downtown redevelopment activity includes opening of the ‘back of the house’ production area
of Take Flight Spirits on Lincoln Avenue, with the ‘front of the house’ tasting room scheduled to open
in summer. Other anticipated openings include the relocation and expansion of the fabulous CK Studio
and Salon to 5041 Oakton Street and the new WHO Design and Antiques/Art Gallery at 7933 Lincoln
Avenue. Village staff are currently reviewing exciting possible new uses for the former Wintrust Building
at 5049 Oakton Street, as well as for both the former Robert’s Office Supplies and the former Euro Echo
Café on Lincoln Avenue. The Village Board assisted the owners of the newly opened Complimentary
Café on Oakton Street (right) by approving a grant to help cover interior and exterior improvements.
Construction financing
for the Homewood
Suites by Hilton Hotel
development at Oakton Street and Niles Avenue closed in April 2022. The
Skokie Fire and Police Departments, and other area departments, trained in
the vacant building at 4930 Oakton Street. Key timeline milestones include
demolition in June 2022 and substantial hotel completion November 2023.

Visit skokie.org, follow the Shop Local Skokie and Downtown Skokie Facebook
pages and subscribe to SkokieNews for more information and updates on
what’s happening in Downtown Skokie and developments throughout the
community.
www.skokie.org
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Village Notes
Protect Yourself and Others From COVID-19
Get Vaccinated and Boosted: COVID-19 vaccines, including all recommended booster doses, are effective
at preventing you from getting sick and are highly effective at preventing severe illness, hospitalization and death. The
Skokie Health and Human Services Department offers COVID-19 vaccine clinics for Skokie residents at Village Hall. To
register for an appointment, visit skokie.org and click on “COVID-19 Information” at the top of the home page. Residents
are also encouraged to visit vaccines.gov or seek appointments through one of the many other vaccine providers located
in and around Skokie that also are listed at skokie.org.
Test to Prevent Spread to Others: Test if you have symptoms, such as fever or chills, cough, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion/
runny nose, nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea. Stay home and isolate from others if you have symptoms or await test
results.
Over-the-counter self-tests are viral tests that can be used anywhere, are easy to use and produce rapid results. Anyone
can use self-tests, regardless of their vaccination status or whether they have symptoms. Regardless of the test type you
select, a positive test result means that you have an infection and should isolate and inform your close contacts to avoid
spreading disease to others.

For more information on COVID-19, including vaccinations, testing and more, visit skokie.org and click on
the “COVID-19” bar at the top of the home page.

2022 Skokie Farmers’ Market - See You There!
The Skokie Farmers’ Market opens for the season on Sunday June 5 and continues every Sunday through
November 6 from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This season we welcome back established vendors as well as
several new ones, including Skokie-based vendors such as The Talking Farm and Skokie Provisions. Shoppers
will discover the season’s fresh fruits, vegetables, flowers, meats and cheese, baked goods and more. Arrive
early for the best selection! The 2022 Market management team includes Market Manager Jennifer Engel and
Assistant Market Manager Steven Klebe, and there will be lots of activities and weekly entertainment throughout
the season!

For updates on the Skokie Farmers’ Market visit skokie.org, subscribe to SkokieNews and check out the Skokie
Farmers’ Market Facebook page.

2021 Water Quality Report
Skokie is pleased to report that the Village’s drinking water meets all Environmental
Protection Agency requirements. The 2021 Water Quality Report will be available by
July 1, 2022. To view the complete report and learn more about Skokie’s drinking
water quality, visit skokie.org. The Village of Skokie began conducting lead and
copper monitoring (sampling and testing) in 1992 when the Lead and Copper
Rule was implemented by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA). In 2002, based on Skokie’s satisfactory sampling results during the
past sampling periods, the IEPA placed Skokie on a reduced monitoring
requirement for lead and copper that requires testing every three years.
Based on Skokie being a large water supply, a minimum of 30 samples
are required to be taken during each established sampling period
under reduced monitoring approved by IEPA.

Block Parties!
The Village’s Human Relations Commission encourages
block parties to foster positive relationships among
neighbors and build community spirit.
A Village permit is required prior to having a block party.
Both interactive and pdf versions of the Block Party
Application are available at skokie.org. Permission is
needed from 50 percent of the households on the block
as part of the application process. There is no charge for
a permit and applications must be submitted at least three
weeks prior to the block party date.

For more information or a paper copy of the Village of Skokie’s
2021 Water Quality Report please call the Environmental Health
Division at 847/933-8484 or send an email to info@skokie.org.

Every year the Human Relations Commission gives several
“Block Party of the Year” awards to block parties that are
judged as especially original, creative and/or fun, with the
awards presented at a Village Board meeting. All block
parties are encouraged to apply for an award!

For more information regarding lead services, please visit https://
www.skokie.org/766/Lead-Water-Line-Information.

Contact the Human Services Division at 847/933-8208 for
more information.

Village Notes
MEET

VILLAGE
EMPLOYEES!

Ameer Khan, Community
Service Officer
Length of time working for the Village of
Skokie?
Seven years.
What do you like most about your job?
I enjoy being able to go out into the community
and meet Skokie residents. Skokie is extremely
diverse and getting out into the community and
learning about others is one of the biggest perks
of this job.

Jason Villamin, Technical
Support Specialist
Length of time working for the Village of
Skokie?
Six years.
What do you like most about your job?
I like the challenge of working with different
technologies to help improve public safety.
Technology is constantly evolving and we want to
make sure we implement the right technology for
the end user so they can do their jobs effectively
and efficiently. But most importantly I enjoy
working with the people because everyone seems
down-to-earth.
Why did you choose a technology career?
I chose a career in the IT public sector because of
my interests in the technology being utilized. I was
always curious to know the type of software and
hardware equipment being used at the police and
fire stations, and wanted to contribute the skills
and knowledge that I’ve acquired over the years to
provide technical support to first responders.

Why did you choose a career in law
enforcement?
I’ve always been a helper. If I can do something to
help someone else, I will do it without hesitation.
We encounter people in some of life’s worst
moments, and can help them on not only the
current problem, but maybe life as a whole. If you
can change even one person’s outlook from a
negative to a positive, you’ve done your job.

What are your
favorite Skokie
restaurants?
My favorites are
Skokie Bakery &
Grill and Jarasa
Kabob.

What’s been your
most interesting
How does your background help you
experience while on
carry out your job duties and serve the
the job in Skokie?
community?
Volunteering for and now heading the annual
My parents instilled in my siblings and me the
F.O.P. Cops With Kids event each December
importance of treating everyone with respect and with Officer Steve Bush. Using donated funds,
to treat them how you want to be treated. I picture we reach out to Skokie schools to select kids to
my parents on the other end and how I would want go holiday shopping with an officer. Seeing the
someone to speak to them.
expressions on the kids’ faces when they meet a
police officer, pick out their any toys and also buy
What do you like most about Skokie?
First, the diversity. I grew up in Skokie with friends for their family members is great.
from different religious backgrounds which taught What is your proudest accomplishment in
me that not everyone sees the world through the
your work for the Village of Skokie?
same lens. Second is its location. There is a lot to I received the Chief’s Lifesaving Award in 2019. A
do here yet it is easy to go catch a Bulls, Bears or school bus crashed into a snowbank because the
Cubs game.
driver had a medical emergency. Sergeant Riggs
and I had to pry the bus doors open to start CPR
compressions. Thankfully, the bus driver was
okay and no one was hurt.

How does your background help you serve
the community?
I’ve been in IT for 11 years now and my
background helps me troubleshoot daily issues
from the end-user, which I find very rewarding. I’m
also constantly learning new things as technology
is changing at a rapid pace.
What do you like most about Skokie?
Skokie strives to ensure all people have all of their
basic needs met from education, housing, food,
and long-term stability through public education
and charitable support.
What’s been your most interesting
experience while on the job in Skokie?
Working with detectives on retrieving video
surveillance from local businesses or residential
areas due to a crime which is challenging due to
many different types of video recording systems.

Visit www.skokie.org for additional Village employee spotlight articles.

What is your proudest accomplishment in
your work for the Village of Skokie?
Providing tech support to the COVID-19 clinic.
Ensuring the volunteers and village employees are
able to perform their duties during the pandemic.
What are your favorite Skokie
restaurants?
Pita Inn and Jollibee.
Any other thoughts or comments that you
would like to add?
Life is too short, always try and be a better
person than you were yesterday because we
aren’t guaranteed tomorrow.

www.skokie.org
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Village Calendar
JUNE EVENTS

Village Board Meetings
June 7 and 20; see page four for more information.
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Begins on Sunday, June 5 and continues every
Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the west
Village Hall parking lot at 5127 Oakton Street.
Wednesdays on the Green
Free, family-friendly music on the Skokie Village
Green, 5155 Oakton Street, every Wednesday night
from June 8 through August 24, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Bring a picnic, your dancing shoes and the whole
family for a wonderful time! Sponsored by the
Skokie Chamber of Commerce. More information at
wednesdaysonthegreen.com.
CPR Skills Testing
June 18 at Fire Station 17, 8157 Central Park
Avenue. Fees apply and advance registration is
required at skokie.org.
2022 Juneteenth Celebration
The Join the “Pathways to Liberation” while
learning more about the history and traditions of
1865’s Emancipation Day. Friday, June 17,
5:30 p.m., opening ceremonies on the Village
Green, 5155 Oakton Street. Saturday, June
18, Devonshire Park, 12 to 5 p.m. Bring your
chairs and blankets to Devonshire Park for music,
food and fun family activities. Sketchbook Brewery,
7 to 10 p.m., featuring Jazz trumpeter Corey Wilkes.

Skokie’s Pride Celebration

June 26, 2022, 1 to 4 p.m.
Oakton Park
4701 Oakton Street
A family-friendly party in the park celebrating
LGBTQ Pride! Featuring music, entertainment,
games, crafts, food, and fun! More info at
skokieparks.org.

JULY EVENTS

Village Board Meetings
July 5 and 18; see page four for more
information.
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
in the west Village Hall parking lot at 5127
Oakton Street.
Wednesdays on the Green
Free, family-friendly music on the Skokie
Village Green, 5155 Oakton Street every
Wednesday night, 7 to 8:30 p.m. More
information at wednesdaysonthegreen.com.
CPR Testing Skills
July 16 at Fire Station 17, 8157 Central Park
Avenue. Fees apply and advance registration
is required at skokie.org.

Monday Night Cruise-In!

Fun, free classic and custom car show
in the west parking lot at Westfield Old
Orchard every Monday night from June
6 through August 22, 6 p.m. to
dusk. Sponsored by the Skokie Chamber
of Commerce. See SkokieCarShows.org
for info.
Skokie Police Department Summer
Activities - Bike Patrol and More!
Throughout the summer, the Skokie Police
Department Bike Patrol will be out and about
in the community at parks, riding on Village
bike paths and more to assist and connect
with the commuity. Look for Skokie Police
officers at neighborhood block parties, the
4th of July Parade, Wednesdays on the
Green, Skokie’s Backlot Bash and more.
For the latest news visit the Skokie Police
Department Facebook page.

Skokie Beat Meetings | 6 to 7 p.m.
The Skokie Police Department’s quarterly Beat
meetings give residents and business owners the
opportunity to learn more about and discuss any
issues specific to their beat, as well as to learn
more about the Department’s many programs and
services.
Beat 310: July 7 Weber Park Center,
9700 Weber Park Place
Beat 311: July 12, Devonshire Cultural Center
(2nd floor), 4400 Greenwood Street
Beat 312: July 14, Middleton Elementary School,
8300 St. Louis Avenue
Beat 313: July 19 Emily Oaks Nature Center
(second floor), 4650 Brummel Street
Beat 314: July 20 Skokie Public Library, 5215
Oakton Street
Beat 315: July 21 Jane Stenson School
(cafeteria), 9201 Lockwood Avenue
Beat 316: July 26 Arie Crown multi-purpose
room, 4600 Main Street
Beat 317: July 25 Oakton Community Center,
4701 Oakton Street

See www.skokie.org for a Beat map and updates
to the dates, times and locations for the quarterly
beat meetings.
Skokie Fire Department Career Day
Saturday, July 9 from 9 to 11:30 a.m., Fire
Station 17, 8157 Central Park Avenue. If you have
interest in a career in firefighting and emergency
medical services, please register to attend at
skokie.org. For more information call the Skokie
Fire Department at 847/982-5320.
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Village Calendar
AUGUST EVENTS

Independence Day 2022!
4th of July Parade
Kicks off at noon on Monday, July 4 along Lincoln
Avenue and proceeds east on Oakton Street to
the reviewing stand at Oakton Park, 4701 Oakton
Street.
3-D Fireworks Celebration
Grounds at Niles West High School, 5701 Oakton
Street, open at 5 p.m. for picnics and live music.
Fireworks begin at dusk.
For updates visit www.skokie.org or subscribe to
SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly e-newsletter.
From the Skokie Police Department:
No Illegal Fireworks
The possession, transportation or use of illegal
fireworks is a Class A misdemeanor in the
State of Illinois, and the use of illegal fireworks
is dangerous and can lead to serious injury.
Nationwide, there were over 10,000 fireworks
injuries requiring a trip to the emergency room
in 2021. Fireworks also create other issues for
residents, with both people and pets disturbed by
the noise caused by fireworks. There also is the
potential to damage property from errant firework
debris. Skokie Police officers will respond and
appropriately handle all calls for service regarding
fireworks complaints. If found in violation of any
fireworks statutes, fireworks may be confiscated,
and individuals can be cited. Call the Skokie Police
Department non-emergency number,
847/982-5900, to report violations.
Property Beautification Award Nomination
Deadline
The deadline for submitting 2022 Property
Beautification Awards is August 1. Please see page
one for details.

Village Board Meetings
August 1 and 15; see page four for more
information.
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the west Village Hall parking lot at
5127 Oakton Street.
Wednesdays on the Green
Free, family-friendly music on the Skokie
Village Green, 5155 Oakton Street every
Wednesday night through August 24,
7 to 8:30 p.m. More information at
wednesdaysonthegreen.com.
CPR Testing Skills
July 16 at Fire Station 17, 8157 Central
Park Avenue. Fees apply and advance
registration is required at skokie.org.
2022 Business of the Year Award
Nomination Deadline
The deadline for submitting 2022 Skokie
Business of the Year Award nominations
is August 31. Details on page 12.

National Night Out

The Skokie Police Department’s National Night
Out event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Oakton Park, 4701 Oakton
Street. The entire community is invited to
come out - there will be lots to learn and many
fun experiences for the whole family to enjoy!
The purpose of National Night Out is for the
community to come together for an evening of
outdoor fun. Many other Village departments
and community partners will participate, and
more than 40 local businesses are signed up
to help make the event a success. There will be
free giveaways, raffles, loads of activities and
maybe even some treats. Admission is free.

Watch for updates closer to the event at
skokie.org, in SkokieNews and on the Skokie
Police Department Faceboook page.

Skokie’s Backlot Bash - August 26, 27 and 28

Now in its fifteenth year, Skokie’s Backlot Bash will feature 17 live music acts that will play on two
street festival stages over three days, featuring rock, indie rock, folk, Americana, soul, roots and
more. The Bash is located at the corner of Floral Avenue and Oakton Street in Downtown Skokie.
The three-day street festival also features a carnival midway, a large beer tent, the Backlot Dash
5K Run and Half-Mile Youth Color Fun Run, a bingo tent, exhibits at the Skokie Heritage Museum
and on Sunday, the Skokie Farmers’ Market and the Rotary Pancake Breakfast from 8 to 11
a.m., featuring a bloody Mary and mimosa bar. Other events are still being planned and will be
announced soon.

For up-to-the-minute new information, entertainment schedule, bike and car parking instructions
and more, please visit BacklotBash.com.

www.skokie.org
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The Village Board meets on

the first and third Mondays of each month in the
Council Chambers of Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street.
Upcoming Village Board Meetings
June 7 and 20, 8 p.m.
July 5, 8 p.m.
July 18, 7:30 p.m.
August 1 and 15, 7:30 p.m.
Note that as of July 18, Village Board meetings will
begin at 7:30 p.m. Meeting agendas are published
at skokie.org on the Thursday prior to the meeting
date. Public comments may be:
•

Submitted to publiccomments@skokie.org

•

Mailed or hand-delivered to Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois,
60077, Attention: Village Manager’s Office;
or

•

Placed in the exterior drop box on the west
side of Skokie Village Hall.

Comments received prior to or during the
meeting will be provided to the Village Board
and will not be read aloud. Individuals wishing
to speak at a Village Board meeting will be
allocated three minutes to do so according to
the meeting agenda.

The Village Board recently approved:
A resolution endorsing the 2021 Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region developed by the
Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus. The Action Plan identifies science-based goals and objectives
for the region and identifies strategies for municipalities to take measurable and meaningful
action to both dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions and develop resiliency to
climate-related hazards. The Village’s Sustainable Environmental Advisory Commission
recommended endorsement of the plan, and Skokie joins approximately 30 other area
jurisdictions that, to date, have endorsed this important regional plan.
An Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with the Villages of Morton Grove and Niles for
construction of a multi-use path along the south side of Oakton Street between Gross Point
Road and Caldwell Avenue. The villages have secured almost $3.3 million in funding via local
and federal grants through the Invest in Cook and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement programs, and the IGA divides the remaining $815,000 cost equally among the
three communities.
A contract with Langton Group, Woodstock, Illinois, for turf mowing services for various
Village-owned properties throughout the community, including the Skokie Northshore
Sculpture Park, stormwater detention sites and more.
A contract with Granite Inliner, Bedford, Illinois, for sanitary and storm sewer cured-in-place
pipe lining that upgrades sewer lines without requiring open-trenching in existing rights-of
way. This work is completed at a significantly faster rate than typical sewer replacements.
A contract with Schroeder and Schroeder, Skokie, Illinois, to resurface approximately six and
a half miles of Village streets. Sections of a total 29 streets will be resurfaced. This firm has
worked with the Village on numerous resurfacing projects.
Purchase of a zero-emissions electric riding lawn mower from Halloran Power Equipment,
Inc., Palatine, Illinois. The mower will help the Skokie Public Works Department achieve its
goal of reducing its carbon footprint by saving an estimated 250 gallons of fuel annually.
Appointments of volunteers serve on the Beautification and Improvement Commission, Board
of Health, Commission on Family Services, Plan Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and
more of the Village’s numerous advisory boards and commissions. For more information or to
apply for service on one of the Village’s advisory boards and commissions, visit skokie.org.

Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings live-streamed on skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or channel 17
(Comcast) as well as on the Village’s YouTube channel. Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels during the weeks following each meeting and are
archived on the Village’s YouTube channel. See skokie.org for a full calendar of meetings.

Village Services
2022 Construction Projects
Thank you in advance to Skokie residents for their patience with these important improvement projects.
It’s construction season! Following is an
overview of 2022 construction projects.
Residential Street Resurfacing
Timetable: April to October
The Village will resurface six and a half miles of
residential streets at various locations throughout
the Village. Other projects will increase the total
resurfacing in the Village to seven miles.
CDBG High Priority Patching
Timetable: Fall
The Village will utilize Community Development
Block Grant funds to perform full width patching of
eligible streets.
Green Alley Improvements
Timetable: Summer
The Village has received funding to install green
alleys in three locations within the Village. Green
alleys use permeable pavers that are installed to
specifications that increase drainage, and as funds
allow, alleys are being converted to this system
as part of the Village’s ongoing sustainability
initiative. The cost of green alley construction is
150 to 200 percent the cost of asphalt or concrete
alley construction. Bids will be collected soon and
construction is scheduled for the summer.
Sewer Lining Improvements
Timetable: April to October
Sewer lining is a less intrusive way to rehabilitate
older sewer lines without open trenching.
Sidewalk Improvement Project
Timetable: Spring and Fall
This maintenance program replaces failed sections
of sidewalk. Concrete street patching and the
replacement of broken curb are included with this
project. The main area of work will be south of
Oakton Street.

IDOT Intersection Improvements
Timetable: April to October
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)
will be improving the intersections at Skokie
Boulevard/Dempster Street, Niles Center Road/
Dempster Street, and Niles Center Road/ Skokie
Boulevard. Improvements will include right turn
lanes, signal modernization and resurfacing. IDOT
also will upgrade traffic signals and modernize the
intersections of Howard Street/Skokie Boulevard,
Howard Street/Lincoln Avenue and Lincoln
Avenue/Skokie Boulevard.
NICOR Gas Main Replacement
Timetable: April to September
NICOR is completing the construction of a
transmission main generally on Oakton Street.
NICOR Updates
Timetable: April-October
NICOR is continuing to upgrade residential service
lines throughout the Village.
Alley Improvements
Timetable: Fall
During the resurfacing project, two previously
oiled alleys will be paved with asphalt.
Bike Trail Improvements
Timetable: May to October
Maintenance on the Skokie Northshore Sculpture
Park Bike Trail and additions to the Old Orchard Path
will occur this year.

2021 Completed Construction Projects:
Residential Street Resurfacing
Resurfacing of over five miles of residential streets
within the Village was completed.
Water Main Improvements
The Village replaced water mains in several
locations including Kilbourn Avenue (Greenwood
Street to Grove Street), Ridgeway Avenue (Oakton
Street to Cleveland Street), Ridgeway Avenue
(Chase Street to Jarvis Street), Coyle Street
(Laramie Avenue to Lavergne Avenue), and Harvard
Terrace (Frontage Road to Long Avenue).
Sewer Rehabilitation
Sewer lining repairs and sewer point repairs were
completed throughout the Village. The Village
also has an annual sewer cleaning program which
improves sewer flow and identifies future needs.
High-Priority Patching Program
This project included full-width patching
throughout the Village.
IDOT Street Resurfacing
IDOT had three projects in 2021. IDOT completed
resurfacing on Dempster Street, Church Street and
Gross Point Road.

Project time lines are subject to change due to
weather delays and other factors. For updates
on 2022 construction projects throughout the
Village, visit skokie.org and be sure to subscribe
to SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic
newsletter. The subscription link is on the home
page at skokie.org. To view a map showing the
jurisdictions of all Skokie streets, visit
https://tinyurl.com/2aejacnn.

IDOT Resurfacing Projects
Timetable: May-October
IDOT will be resurfacing Oakton Street between the
west Village limit and Long Avenue.
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago (MWRD) Force Main
Replacement
Timetable: May to October
MWRD is preparing construction for a new sewer
main, generally located from the plant at Howard
Street and McCormick Boulevard traveling south
through the Skokie Northshore Sculpture Park into
Lincolnwood.

www.skokie.org
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Village Notes
Community Development Block Grant
The Village of Skokie conducted a series of public hearings in an open and
competitive application process to determine its Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) projects for Program Year 2022-23. The Village receives
CDBG funds from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development to
use for a variety of capital improvements, housing rehabilitation and social
services that principally benefit low/moderate-income Skokie residents. The
program primarily funds capital improvements and rehabilitation activities.
The estimated entitlement grant amount is $600,000. The Village also
will re-program $105,000 in unspent funds from completed projects and
$7,200 in program income from previously improved homes sold in the past
year, with the total budget estimated at $712,200. The maximum funding
distribution allowed for public services is 15 percent of the total budget, and
65 percent of the budgeted is allocated for construction projects that include
the Village’s Home Improvement and Neighborhood Enhancement Programs,
street resurfacing, the 50/50 sidewalk replacement grant program and for
other buildings and homes owned by not-for-profit organizations providing
services to Skokie’s most vulnerable residents.
Public services will include a contribution toward one of the Village’s social
worker positions, plus supporting staff costs for organizations providing
services such as financial, employment, mental health, substance abuse,
child abuse counseling, dental care as well as senior and emergency shelter
services.

For further information about the CDBG program and all budgeted activities,
please visit skokie.org or contact Deputy Director/Neighborhood Services
Manager Davorka Kirincic at davorka.kirincic@skokie.org or 847/933-8224.

Lithium Ion Battery Safety
The Skokie Fire Department would like to remind all residents of safety
concerns when using lithium ion batteries, such as cell phones, scooters, lap
tops and smoke detectors.
Safety tips
• Make sure the battery is listed by a qualified testing lab.
• Keep devices out of the sun.
• Only charge with the device’s original cord.
• Do not place used lithium batteries in the garbage.
• Recycle lithium batteries that will not hold a charge.
Recycling Centers
• Batteries Plus Bulbs – 5708 W. Touhy Avenue, Niles
• Best Buy – 5425 W. Touhy Avenue, Skokie
• Lowe’s – 3601 W. Touhy Avenue, Lincolnwood

For more recycling options, visit search.earth911.com or swancc.org.

Health & Human Services
The Skokie Health and Human Services Department (HHS) offers numerous
services in addition to providing COVID-19 vaccines. Please call 847/9338252 with questions or to schedule an appointment for the following services:

Wills Program: Third Thursday of the month.

TB Testing: For individuals who reside, work, or attend school in Skokie.
$10 fee.

Benefit Access Program: This Illinois Department of Aging program
allows for the Secretary of State’s office to provide for reduced-fee license
plates and ride-free transit cards through RTA aimed toward senior citizens
and persons with different abilities with specific qualifications. Assistance is
available when applying for this income-eligible program.

Childhood Immunizations: Routine childhood immunizations for
children who live or attend school in Skokie. Please call HHS for information
on eligibility and scheduling.
Fasting Diabetes and Lipid Screenings: For individuals who
reside or work in Skokie. Fasting is required.
Blood Pressure Screenings: For individuals who reside or work in
Skokie.
Sharps and Medication Disposal: HHS accepts used needles
during regular business hours, walk-ins welcome, at no cost. The needles
must be in approved puncture-proof containers. Additional containers for
future collection available.
Rules of the Road: Course review on the first Monday of the month.
Lending Closet: Wheelchairs, walkers, canes and crutches.

Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) Counseling:
Provides help to all Medicare beneficiaries, their families and caregivers.

Emergency Financial Assistance: Residents struggling financially
can apply to the Village for assistance in paying their electricity, gas utility or
past-due rent. Households must meet the monthly gross income within 150
percent of the Federal Poverty Level.
Beekeeping: Beekeeping is allowed in residential districts with detached
residences occupied by the beekeeper, or similar properties with the owner’s
written permission. A Community Apiary was recently created in partnership
with Oakton Community College where beekeepers can keep up to two hives.
Residential and community apiary applications can be found at skokie.org.

See skokie.org, SkokieNews and the Village Facebook page for updates.

Entertainment & Leisure
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Happenings at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
Benise | 20th Anniversary Tour
Celebrating the ‘Best of’ Benise through 20 years
of fiery Spanish guitar and dance.
In the Center Theatre
Friday, July 15, 8 p.m.

Music Theater Works presents
Disney’s The Little Mermaid
In the North Theatre
June 2 to June 26
Ensemble Español presents
Flamenco Passion
In the Center Theatre
June 17 to 19

Music Theater Works presents
Zorro: The Musical
In the Center Theatre
August 11 to August 21
Northlight Theatre presents
Ken Ludwig’s Dear Jack, Dear Louise
In the North Theatre
July 7 to August 7
Pop, Rock & Doo Wopp presents
Summer in the Sixties
In the Center Theatre
Friday, July 8, 7:30 p.m.

The North Shore Center is located at 9501 Skokie Boulevard. Ticket prices vary. For information and a full schedule, please visit www.northshorecenter.org.

NewSkokie Through the Decades
1967

1976

We hope you enjoy the new layout for the quarterly NewSkokie newsletter! Below are
NewSkokie designs through the decades.

1986

1996

2006

2016

Call for Photos: Skokie Summer Scenes
The Skokie Fine Arts Commission is pleased to launch the 2022 Skokie
Through the Lens Skokie Summer Scenes community photography exhibit.
Anyone who lives, works or plays in Skokie is welcome to submit up to three
photographs that capture a glimpse of life in the community. Submit photos
to skokie.org.
Images captured on both traditional cameras and mobile devices will be
accepted, and jpg files are preferred. Please include information about the
location in the community where the image was taken. Captions are welcome
but are subject to editing in part or in total. The exhibition runs through
August 31, 2022, and images will be accepted until that time. I
By submitting images, the artist agrees to allow the Village of Skokie to use
them in other printed and electronic outreach materials. Parent/guardian
permission needed for photographers under age 18. All of the Fine Arts
Commission’s photo exhibits are available for viewing online at skokie.org.

www.skokie.org
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1660 AM Skokie Council/Manager
Government Since 1957 www.skokie.org
Officials:

Departments

Mayor
George Van Dusen

Village Hall
847/673-0500

Clerk
Pramod C. Shah

Citizens Assistance
847/933-8480

Trustees
James H. Johnson
Khem Khoeun
Ralph Klein
Alison Pure Slovin
Keith A. Robinson
Edie Sue Sutker

Civil Engineering
847/933-8231

Manager
John T. Lockerby
Counsel
Michael M. Lorge
Phone Numbers:
Emergency
9-1-1

Clerk’s Office
847/933-8203
Community Development
847/933-8223
Economic Development
847/933-8446
Planning
847/933-8447
Health and Human
Services Department
~ Personal Health
847/933-8252

Crime Tip Hotline
847/933-TIPS (8477)

~ Environmental Health
847/933-8484

Information
847/673-0500

~ Human Services
847/933-8208

Fire Non-Emergency
847/982-5300

Public Works
847/933-8427

Stay in the Know with SkokieNews
Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the Village:
• Email info@skokie.org
• Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal
• Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois 60077,
Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager.

2022 Skokie Business of the Year Award Nominations
The Skokie Consumer Affairs Commission is
accepting nominations for the 2022 Business
of the Year. Which store, service or business
provides the most outstanding service to the
customer? What are your go-to places to shop or
dine in Skokie, both long-time favorites or new
ones? Tell us why you love them and why they
should be Business of the Year!

Police Non-Emergency Signs and Street Lights
847/933-8232
847/982-5900
Village Manager’s Office
Animal Control
847/933-8210
847/982-5970
Water Billing
847/933-8418
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Scan the QR code below or visit skokie.org to
access the Business of the Year nomination
form.
The Business of the Year winners for the past three years are not eligible to win this year:

• 2021 - Turning Point
• 2020 - Kaleidoscope Dance
• 2019 - Skokie Theatre. Any other Skokie business providing
goods or services is eligible.

The Commission will review and evaluate all applications and
will honor the 2022 winner at a future Village Board meeting. All
nominations must be submitted by August 31, 2022. Only one
nomination per form, please.

