November/December 2021 ■ NewSkokie - the award winning municipal information source

Please Donate to Your Neighbors in Need
Please consider supporting the 2021
Skokie Assist-A-Family Program. Each
year the community’s generosity helps
Skokie families struggling with limited
financial resources meet household
expenses and celebrate the winter holidays. Families receive gift cards for area
businesses which they use to purchase
food, household necessities and other
items specific to each family member’s
needs. Last year, some 210 Skokie
households, which included nearly 429
children and a total of 385 adult household members, received support through
the Skokie Assist-A-Family program.

• Young family of four lost both
incomes due to the pandemic and
fell behind on their mortgage. They
received housing assistance and
more to tide their family over during
this difficult time.
• An entire family was quarantined due
to COVID-19 and while the wife was
hospitalized, the father was at home
unable to work for over a month. The
support received from the Assist-AFamily program enabled the family
to stay in their home, meet expenses
and celebrate the holidays together.

Human Services social workers are in contact with numerous Skokie families and individuals who have suffered both human and economic loss from
the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic. Families and individuals that qualify
for Assist-A-Family have been identified as experiencing undue financial
hardship in the previous calendar year. Some examples include:

•

Skokie resident couple of over 20 years lost their employment and, for
the first time ever, sought assistance for help with housing costs.

Those interested in making a donation this year are asked to please do so
by Wednesday, December 1, 2021. To make an online donation to the 2021
Skokie Assist-A-Family Program, please see the link from home page at
www.skokie.org. Checks also are accepted and should be made payable to
the Village of Skokie, with Skokie Assist-A-Family Program noted on the
memo line. Mail checks to Village of Skokie, Health and Human Services
Department, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois, 60077.

•

Single mom of three children was starting over after a domestic
violence divorce situation received assistance for housing, emotional
support and more.

For more information on donating to the 2021 Assist-AFamily program, contact the Skokie Health and Human
Services Department at 847/933-8252. ■

Take the Online Citizen Survey!
Your opinion
counts!
Over the next few weeks,
all Skokie residents age
18 and over are asked
to please take the online
National Citizen Survey that features questions about
Village programs and services, life in the community
and much more.
From approximately November 3 through 17, 2021, the
survey will be available at www.skokie.org in the
“Featured Announcements” section on the home page.

It takes approximately
10 minutes to complete
the five-page survey, the
results from which are
carefully considered by
the Village Board when
making future decisions.
Skokie has conducted the National Citizen Survey every three years since 2003. A report to the community
on the 2021 survey will be published in spring 2022.
Please visit www.skokie.org to take the
survey! ■
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Notes
Fire Department Promotions
Three members of the Skokie Fire
Department were recently promoted to
new positions. Congratulations to Captain
Adam Pease, and to Lieutenants Matthew
Kainer and Joseph Pryst, who between
them, have 42 combined years of service
protecting the Village of Skokie.

Promotions in rank for both the Fire and
Police Departments are given after a
rigorous review process by the Village’s
Board of Fire and Police Commission.
Members of the board conduct the
swearing-in ceremonies that are joyful
occasions for all.

Pictured left to right on the evening of
the swearing-in ceremony are: Deputy
Fire Chief Nicholas Eschner, Captain
Adam Pease, Lieutenant Matthew Kainer,
Lieutenant Joseph Pryst and Fire Chief
Jeffrey Hoeflich. Thank you for your
service to the community!

See page seven for holiday
fire safety tips. For more fire
safety information, including
children’s activities, please
visit the Fire Department
section of the Village website
at www.skokie.org. ■

Community Development
Block Grant Program
Each year under Title I of the
Housing and Community
Development Act, the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) provides
block grants to qualified local
communities.

considering funding requests to
HUD.

•

On December 20, 2021,
a progress report will be
presented;

•

On January 3, 2022, plan and
program recommendations
will be summarized, and
representatives of social
service agencies and Village
staff will present requests; and

Skokie anticipates receiving an
estimated $600,000 in funding for
the fiscal year beginning May 1,
2022. These funds will be used for
physical improvement projects,
• On February 7, 2022, specific
housing programs, limited social
projects and activities will be
services and other activities that are
selected.
consistent with local planning goals
and Community Development Block Village Board meetings begin at
Grant (CDBG) regulations.
8 p.m. and CDBG hearings are
Eligible projects must meet national typically held at the close of regular
objectives by principally benefiting Village business at the very end of
the meeting agenda.
low- to moderate-income people
in the community or aiding in
For information regarding
the prevention and elimination of
the CDBG Program,
blighted conditions. All projects and visit www.skokie.org,
activities must be approved by HUD Community Development
before funds are released.
Department section, or
Three Village Board public hearings contact Neighborhood
Services Manager Carrie
have been scheduled for late
Haberstich at 847/9332021 and early 2022 to solicit
8224. ■
public input. Information gathered
during these hearings will assist
with reviewing the Village’s fiveyear goals and objectives and
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Partners in Public Health Awards
At the October 4, 2021 Village Board meeting, the Skokie Health
and Human Services Department and Board of Health recognized
six important community partners with the Public Health Partners
in Excellence Award for their exceptional support of public health
initiatives in the community. The 2021 awards all centered on the
Village’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic as all six organizations
were integral to the Village’s efforts to administer 28,000 COVID-19
vaccines during the first six months of 2021.
Arie Crown Hebrew Day School was recognized for donating space
at 7770 Frontage Road, Skokie, for the Village’s mass vaccination
site. Other awardees include Hatzalah Chicago as well as the nursing
programs at both North Park College and Oakton Community College
that provided countless volunteer hours administering vaccinations
and professional medical services to individuals receiving the vaccine.
The Skokie Park District and Skokie Public Library also received
awards for providing staff support for both the mass vaccination site
and staffing the Village’s COVID-19 hotline.
The photo below shows representatives from Arie Crown Hebrew Day
School and Hatzalah Chicago with members of the Board of Health
and Health and Human Services Department staff. The Village
is grateful to all of these organizations for their
dedication to the community and looks forward to
continuing these valuable partnerships. ■
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Co-Responder Program Begins After Successful Pilot
The Village is creating a two-person
Co-Responder team to respond to
individuals in crisis, linking them
to services, monitoring individuals
post initial response and providing
follow-up with individuals in need
of ongoing services. The team
will consist of one crisis-trained,
experienced social worker and one
experienced police officer who
has completed Crisis Intervention
Training for law enforcement.

service after their initial
contact with the social
worker.

The new Co-Responder team is being
created based on the success of the Village’s May 2021 Co-Responder
Pilot Program between the Health and Human Services, Fire and Police
Departments. This pilot also included collecting first-responder data
from April and June 2021 from Skokie Police officers, social workers and
various community mental health organizations. During the pilot program,
officers indicated that the presence of a social worker would have been
beneficial in response to 136 calls for service. Social worker response
showed many positive outcomes, including:

•
•

Referrals of individuals to needed services.

•

Three-quarters of the individuals did not have any additional calls for

Only a small percentage of individuals were transported to the
hospital for evaluation, all of whom went voluntarily.

The pilot program proved that
having a social worker trained in
crisis respond to individuals in
crisis situations can have a positive
impact in connecting individuals with
needed services, deescalating the
situation and decreasing repeated
calls for service in the future. It
also served as an excellent tool to
cross-train first responders and
social workers on mental/behavioral health crisis calls, including how to
de-escalate situations, the types of services available to residents and how
to best accommodate individuals experiencing a crisis.
Lessons learned during the pilot will be utilized for the start of the CoResponder Program, for example, the two-person team’s shift will be
determined on the hours of greatest need but will likely occur during the
late afternoon to late evening hours.
The Co-Responder Program will include regular interaction and
collaboration with Skokie and regional mental health organizations
to ensure there is coordinated collaboration and referrals to available
services. Data collection will continue and used to gauge the effectiveness
of the program and to continually improve the program moving forward. ■

COVID-19 Update
At press time, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Director Rochelle P. Walensky had endorsed the CDC Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices’ recommendation for a booster shot of the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine in certain populations and also recommended a booster
dose for those in high-risk occupations and institutional settings. The Food
and Drug Administration’s authorization and CDC’s guidance for use are
important steps forward to help end the pandemic.
CDC recommends:

•

People 65 years and older and residents in long-term care settings
should receive a booster shot of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine at least six
months after their Pfizer primary series;

•

People ages 50 to 64 with underlying medical conditions should
receive a booster shot of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine at least six months
after their Pfizer primary series;

•

People ages 18 to 49 with underlying medical conditions may receive
a booster shot of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine at least six months after
their Pfizer primary series; and

•

People ages 18 to 64 who are at increased risk for COVID-19 exposure
and transmission because of occupational or institutional setting may
receive a booster shot of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine at least 6 months
after their Pfizer primary series.

Individuals that qualify for the Pfizer booster dose can:

•

Register to receive their booster dose from the Skokie Health and
Human Services Department. Visit www.skokie.org to register for
an appointment. Individuals in need of assistance to schedule an
appointment can call the Village’s COVID-19 hotline 847/779-7726 or
email the Village at covid19@skokie.org.

•

Visit www.vaccines.gov and enter their zip code to find local vaccine
providers. This vaccine tool allows individuals to search by location,
vaccine brand/manufacturer, and appointment availability.

•

Talk to their healthcare provider about getting the COVID-19 booster.

The Village’s Health and Human Services Department (HHS) continues to
administer Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine to
Skokie residents and employees at Skokie businesses. Regular clinics are
held for Moderna and Pfizer vaccine, with Johnson & Johnson administered
on a by-request basis. Once Moderna booster shots are authorized, HHS
will begin administering those as well.
As of mid-October, Skokie’s COVID-19 positivity rate was just over one
percent. All residents are encouraged to get vaccinated and follow all
guidance on mask wearing and social distancing to remain healthy.
For information on COVID-19 vaccines, testing locations
and more, visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Block Party of the Year Awards
The Human Relations Commission recently
gave out the 2020 Block Party of the Year
Awards to recognize the efforts of community
members to build relationships with their
neighbors. Block parties truly contribute to a
high quality of life for the whole community.
Award-winning blocks were recognized at a
Village Board meeting and received a letter
of congratulations from Human Relations
Commission Chairperson Maria Monastero
Bueno. A sign will be installed on each block
recognizing its Block Party of the Year Award.

block, and neighbors planned and prepared their
own meals to keep things safe.

This young resident of the 9500 block of
Drake Avenue is busy decorating a pumpkin
at the award-winning block party!

In summer 2020, 19 block parties were organized throughout the community, by contrast to 60 in Skokie to date in 2021. When reviewing the
2020 Block Party of the Year Award applications, Human Relations Commissioners were impressed by the creativity and communication among
neighbors in their efforts to enjoy safe and distant spaces during a time of
constant change of rules and guidelines.
The following four block parties were recognized for
the 2020 Block Party of the Year Awards:
5300 Suffield Court
(From Long to Lockwood Avenues)
Following the social distancing guidelines, this block
showed off their Skokie spirit
while lifting their own and
their neighbors. They planned
activities such as dancing,
playing music, playing frisbee
and playing catch down the

7800 Tripp Avenue (From Mulford to
Kirk Streets)
The theme of this block party was “Trippvinia”,
which included a lawn ticket for each neighbor
who celebrated Ravinia style and had picnics in
their own front yard, as pictured below. Music
played during the day for all to enjoy, along
with distanced games in the street. The evening
concluded with an outdoor movie.

5200 Hoffman Street (From Lockwood to Laramie
Avenues)
The best parties are the ones with ice cream and this block did not disappoint! An ice cream truck stopped by for a scheduled visit after socially
distanced individual family BBQs, ping-pong and cornhole tournaments.
9500 Drake Avenue (From Golf Road to Emerson
Street)
Hosted on a spooky Hallows Eve day, this block went all out with costumes, décor or candy! Activities included a build-your-own scarecrow
event, scavenger hunt and pumpkin decorating, all while having masks
required and at a social distance. To wrap up the evening, they had a Drake
Avenue block trick-or-treating and distanced fire pits for a spooky glow.
Begin planning now for your block’s 2022 block party! They can be simple
or elaborate, with the goal of getting everyone together to form friendships
and add to the sense of safety and connection for the block.
See www.skokie.org for a block party application. Be
sure to check the box for visits from the Skokie Fire
and Police Departments, which are always fun and
informational for everyone! ■

New Refuse Fee Information
In order to offset increases in the cost of
collecting and disposing refuse, the Village
is implementing an $8.75 monthly refuse fee
that will appear on quarterly customer utility
bills beginning on November 1, 2021. The total
annual cost of over $6 million to provide refuse
collection and disposal increased significantly
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition,
recycling costs are increasing as a result
of the global recycling commodities market
and increased processing costs. Very few
communities provide free refuse service, and
the new $8.75 monthly fee will be the lowest
in the area and only represents one-third of
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the actual annual cost for refuse collection and
disposal.

In tandem with the new monthly refuse fee,
the Village Board has charged the Sustainable
Environmental Advisory Commission with
The Village has maintained a property tax
freeze on residential and commercial properties beginning a study on how the Village can
maximize recycling and waste reduction
for over 30 years and strives to provide
exceptional services at the lowest cost possible initiatives in an effort to mitigate and potentially
to residents. With the onset of the new decrease refuse disposal costs. That study
began in October 2021 and will continue for the
refuse fee, Skokie has the second
remainder of the year, with more information
lowest combined rate of fees
forthcoming.
for refuse, water, sewer, vehicle
stickers, sales tax and property
A frequently-asked-questions
tax among 16 nearby comparable
sheet on the new refuse fee is
communities.
available at www.skokie.org. ■
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Let it Snow! What You Need to Know About Alternate-Side Parking

Illinois Department of Transportation or
Cook County, and they are responsible
for snow removal and pothole
repairs. For a complete list of Skokie
thoroughfare jurisdictions, please visit
www.skokie.org.

Alternate-Side Parking Basic
Information
The Village of Skokie’s alternate-side
parking regulations go into effect from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week,
when two inches or more of snow falls.
All residents, visitors, business owners,
employees and customers are subject to
alternate-side parking restrictions at all
times. Here is how alternate-side parking
works in Skokie:
•

On even-numbered days of the month, after a snowfall of two inches or
more, all vehicles must be moved to the side of the street with evennumbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

•

On odd-numbered days of the month, after snowfall of two inches or
more, all vehicles must be moved to the side of the street with oddnumbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

•

Some Village streets are exempt from alternate-side parking on
Saturday, Sunday and some holidays. Visit www.skokie.org for a list of
exempt streets.

Snow Removal Operations
In general, snow removal operations in Skokie progress as follows:
•

Removal of snow from major thoroughfares over which the Village has
jurisdiction (sections of Oakton Street and Niles Center Road, Main
Street, Howard Street, Dempster Street, etc.)

•

Removal of snow from streets and sidewalks around schools

•

Removal of snow from other community
streets under Village jurisdiction

•

Removal of snow from public sidewalks
in residential areas when snowfall is four
inches or greater

•

Removal of snow from alleys when snowfall
is six inches or greater

Village Parking Lots Available
During Snow Emergencies
Until 6:01 p.m. on the last day of alternateside parking, the Village allows residents to
park in three Village-owned parking lots in the
community:

Questions?
Why does the Village use alternate-side
parking after it snows? The purpose
of alternate-side parking is to clear
streets from curb to curb to ensure that
emergency vehicles have unrestricted access to all areas of the community.
Visit the Village of Skokie YouTube channel for a video explaining the
alternate-side parking program. Vehicles that are not in compliance with
alternate-side parking are subject to a $50 citation and, in emergency
situations, towing.
I just shoveled and the plow came by and piled all of the snow in front of
my driveway again. How can this be avoided? Efficient plowing operations
sometimes unintentionally move snow in front of driveways. When
shoveling, move snow to the left side of the driveway when facing the
driveway from the street.
How can I know for sure if alternate-side parking is in effect? There are
numerous ways to learn if alternate-side parking is in effect:
•

Sign up for CodeRED text alerts at www.skokie.org

•

Call the Village’s 24-hour Snow Hot line at 847/675-SNOW (7669)

•

Visit www.skokie.org and look for a notice on the home page
• Listen to 1660 AM Skokie Radio

Need Help Snow Shoveling?
The Skokie TeenLink list provides residents
with contact information for Skokie teens
available to shovel snow for a fee. The
resident is responsible for requesting
the list by mail or email, contacting the
teen, making financial and scheduling
arrangements. Email info@skokie.org
or call the Health and Human Services
Department at 847/933-8208.

•

Parking lot on the north side of Oakton Street between Walgreen’s and
Crafty Beaver Home Center in Downtown Skokie.

•

Skokie Swift parking lot on the north side of Dempster Street, accessed
from Gross Point Road; please park close to entrance.

•

Skokie Swift parking lot on the northwest corner of Skokie Boulevard
and Searle Parkway.

Roadway Jurisdictions in Skokie
Most major roads in Skokie, including Church Street, Crawford Avenue,
Old Orchard Road, Touhy Avenue and more, are under the jurisdiction of the

• Sign up for SkokieNews at www.skokie.org
to receive an email alert on the first morning
that alternate-side parking is in effect
• Tune to SkokieVision cable and look for
the crawl message (Channel 25 on RCN
systems, Channel 17 on Comcast systems)
• Listen for the emergency siren that sounds at
7 a.m. to signal that the program is in effect
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. that day

My neighbor doesn’t move their car and the street
isn’t adequately plowed. Can the police come and
ticket their cars? Concerns about noncompliance with alternate-side parking
should be reported to the Police Department non-emergency number at
847/982-5900.
Businesses Responsible for Clearing Snow From
Sidewalks Adjacent to Their Property
By Village ordinance, business owners are responsible for clearing the snow
from public sidewalks adjacent to their property.
More information at www. skokie.org, Public Works,
section, Snow page. ■
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New Aquify Water Detection System Thwarts Potentially Expensive Leak
During the early days of fall 2021,
the Village’s new Aquify water leak
detection system proved its worth. At
approximately 3 a.m. on a Monday
in late September, Aquify system
sensors detected a dramatic increase
in water flow from two different areas
in southeast Skokie. The Public Works
Department was alerted and began
to investigate, determining that the
increased flow was from a system leak.
Public Works crews then searched
the southeast industrial area for surface water, checked sewer lines and
listened to fire hydrants and valves for sounds typically associated with a
system leak.
Within two days, a crew found a significant water flow in an area sewer,
indicating that the water leak was not surfacing; rather, it was making its
way into the sewer system. “There is no telling how long this leak could
have remained undetected without the utilization of the Aquify technology,”
said Jean Scher, Water & Sewer Superintendent. “Given the flow rate of
almost an estimated one million gallons per day and its location in an
industrial area with heavy truck traffic, the water leak could easily have
caused significant structural damage and undermining of a roadway
leading to catastrophic failure. Instead, Public Works crews made an
immediate repair just over 48 hours from when the leak was first detected
by the Aquify technology.”
In the past, Skokie Public Works conducted annual water system leak
detection tests each January. The potential loss from a prolonged,

Skokie Composts!
The Village of Skokie was recently recognized by the Illinois Food Scrap
Coalition for its efforts to promote composting throughout the community.
Skokie is one of only 60 communities in the state to receive this recognition.
Backyard composting is permitted in commercial composting bins that
comply with Skokie Health Department specifications. The Village also
provides a $25 rebate towards the cost of an approved compost bin.
Skokie residents and businesses also can subscribe for composting
collection through the Collective Resource program that offers various types
of subscriptions in terms of container size and frequency of collection.
See more information about the Collective Resource and
backyard composting programs at www.skokie.org. ■

undetected leak of this magnitude
could have resulted in significant costs
not only for water loss, but probable
disruptions to area businesses, roadway
damage and increased repair costs.
The loss to the Village alone could
have exceeded $100,000, but in this
instance, with the quick detection by the
Aquify technology and diligent work of
Public Works crews to find the source of
the leak, the cost of water loss was just
over $2,000.
“Cost savings by reducing water loss is the primary reason for purchasing
the Aquify technology,” said Public Works Director Max Slankard. “The
Village has been engaged in a number of loss control measures for a few
years, but the Aquify system provides an innovative opportunity to identify
water leaks in a much more timely manner. The impressive experience with
the recent leak validates the system’s effectiveness.” The Aquify system
utilizes a responsive analytics monitoring system to proactively address
leaks and other system events. System installation began in early 2021
and includes 36 sensors and artificial intelligence analytics software that
identify and address both emergency and ongoing maintenance needs.
For more information about the Skokie Public Works
Department’s use of the new Aquify system, please
visit www.skokie.org, Public Works page, Water &
Sewer section. ■

Pumpkin Recycling - November 7
Skokie Farmers’ Market
Drop your pumpkins off at the
dumpster in the parking lot across
from Village Hall, on the northwest
corner of Oakton Street and Floral
Avenue on Sunday, November
7, 2021 from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Painted pumpkins are fine,
but please no candles, googly
eyes, yarn, plastic or other nonbiodegradable materials.
Composting pumpkins avoids
greenhouse gas emissions and
instead, produces a useful,
nutrient- dense soil amendment.
Can’t make it to the event? Just
smash your pumpkins in your
garden to add nutrients to your soil.
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Want to learn more about
composting? Members of the
Sustainable Environmental
Advisory Commission (SEAC)
will be on site at the November 7
Skokie Farmers’ Market to tell you
more about composting options in
Skokie. Stop by to chat and enter
a drawing to win a free compost
bin! ■
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From the Skokie Fire Department: Holiday Fire Safety
The Skokie Fire Department wishes all
residents a safe, happy holiday season, and
offers these important reminders and tips to
keep your home and loved ones fire safe as
you celebrate.

• Keep children three feet away from stove.
• Keep matches and lighters up high and away
from children.
Christmas Tree Safety
Fire Fact: A heat source too close to
a Christmas tree causes more than
one in every five fires.

Candle Safety
Fire Fact: Three of every five
candle fires start when things
that can burn are too close to the candle.

•

Choose a Christmas tree that’s fresh, with green needles.

•

Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose decorations that are flame
resistant or flame retardant.

Use candle holders that are sturdy and won’t tip over easily.

•

•

Light candles carefully. Keep hair and any loose clothing away from the
flame.

Keep Christmas trees at least three feet away from any heat source, like
fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights.

•

•

Handheld candles should not be passed from one person to another at
any time.

Use the correct lights for decorations some are used only for indoors or
outdoors.

•

Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily.

•

Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home. Think about flameless
candles.

•

Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

•

Keep candles away from decorations and other materials that can burn.

•

Always turn off Christmas tree light before leaving the home or going to
bed.

•

Keep young children and pets away from candles.

•

Blow out all candles when you leave a room or go to bed.

•

Keep candles at least one foot away from anything that can burn.

•

Kitchen Safety
Fire Fact: Thanksgiving is the leading day of the year for
home fires involving cooking equipment.
•

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top.

•

Stay home when cooking in the oven and check frequently.

Remember to check batteries in smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
Detectors. Plan and practice home escape drills that include two ways out of
every room.
For more fire prevention information, visit the Fire
Department page at www.skokie.org. ■

Holiday Schedules - Refuse, Recycling and Village Hall Hours
During the upcoming holiday weeks, refuse and
recycling schedules will change as follows:
Thanksgiving (week of November
22)
Refuse:
Monday and Tuesday collections unchanged
Attempt to complete Thursday and Friday
collections on Wednesday
Recycling:
Monday and Tuesday collections unchanged
Thursday collection on Wednesday
Friday collection unchanged
Christmas (week of December 20)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday and Tuesday collections unchanged
Thursday collection on Wednesday
Friday collection on Thursday

Village Hall Hours
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will
be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on both
Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November
26.

During winter months, refuse and recycling
schedules are always subject to change due to
weather emergencies. For updates on refuse,
recycling and collection, including schedule
changes due to weather emergencies, please
visit www.skokie.org and be sure to subscribe to
SkokieNews, the Village’s electronic newsletter
that is issued during weather emergencies.
Updates also will be posted on the Village’s
Facebook page.

For the Christmas holiday, Village Hall will be
closed on Friday, December 24 and also closed
on Friday, December 31 for New Year’s.
Regular Village Hall Hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Many Village services as well as
numerous interactive forms, permits
and applications are accessible
online. See more information at
www.skokie.org. ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:

The Village Board meets on
the first and third Mondays of
each month, except as noted,
at 8 p.m. at Skokie Village Hall,
5127 Oakton Street.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
November 1, 15
December 6, 20
Meeting agendas are published
at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting
date. Public comments may be:
• Submitted to
publiccomments@skokie.
org;
• Mailed or hand-delivered
to Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, Skokie,
Illinois, 60077, Attention:
Village Manager’s Office; or
• Placed in the exterior drop
box on the west side of
Skokie Village Hall.
Comments received prior to
or during the meeting will be
provided to the Village Board
and will not be read aloud.
Individuals wishing to speak
at a Village Board meeting will
be allocated three minutes to
do so according to the meeting
agenda. See www.skokie.org
for a full calendar of meetings.

A contract with Alliance Contractors, Woodstock, Illinois, for construction of three ‘green’ or permeable
alleys to replace three existing alleys that are either paved or have an aggregate surface and experience
drainage and maintenance issues. This project is partially funded by a grant from the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and brings the total number of green or permeable alleys
installed in Skokie up to 10. Green alleys decrease runoff to the sewer system and promote groundwater
recharge.
Agreements with Professional Facilities Management (PFM), Providence, Rhode Island, for facilities
management and programming at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie. Since the
Center opened in 1996, PFM has provided comprehensive building management services. In 2010, PFM
also began providing programming services, capitalizing on their national network of performing arts
centers they either own or operate to route high-quality performances to the Center. The Center features
two theatres and is home to Music Theater Works, Northlight Theater, Music of the Baroque, Ensemble
Espanol and more.
Cook County Class 6b real estate tax incentives at both 8056 and 8120 Central Park Avenue, both
longtime vacant and underutilized buildings which were recently purchased by local companies looking
to expand their operations in Skokie. Lincolnwood-based Libanais Sweets plans to invest approximately
$800,000 into the former Interstate Batteries building at 8056 Central Park Avenue to produce larger
scales of their popular bakery goods for their existing local restaurant and emerging online and national
network, creating between 20 to 50 jobs at this food production facility over the next five years. Skokiebased NTL Laboratories, currently operating a successful COVID-19 and other testing facility at 8833
Gross Point Road, is expanding its operations to include research and development, pharmaceutical
production, storage and distribution at the former Superior Knife building at 8120 Central Park Avenue.
Following occupancy and a $500,000-plus investment, NTL anticipates creating between 25 to 75 jobs
at the new location over the next five years.
An amendment to the Skokie Village Code prohibiting the sale of flavored e-cigarette (vaping) products,
based on a recommendation by the Skokie Board of Health to reduce usage of these products by minors.
Purchase of police patrol and administrative vehicles from Currie Motors, Inc., Franklin Park, Illinois, the
lowest responsible project bidder, to replace existing vehicles that have between 85,000 and 105,000
miles of usage, as is consistent with the Village’s vehicle replacement and maintenance policy. The
vehicles being replaced will be sold at auction through a regional consortium.
All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings live-streamed on
www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or channel 17
(Comcast) or on the Village’s YouTube channel. Meetings also are rebroadcast
on both cable channels during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
At press time, the Niles Township Clergy Forum was planning the community’s annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving service
that will be held on Tuesday,
November 23 at 7:30 p.m.
This year marks the 51st year that
the clergy forum has hosted an interfaith Thanksgiving service for the community. Numerous members
of the clergy at Skokie and Niles Township congregations will participate. At press time, plans were
not finalized for the 2021 service theme, speaker or
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location or whether the service
would be virtual, in-person or
offer both options.
As soon as final details
for the 2021 Interfaith
Thanksgiving service
are available, they will
be posted on the Village website at
www.skokie.org. Sincere thanks to
the Niles Township Clergy Forum for
providing this meaningful event each
year. ■
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Skokie Police Canine “Jasko” Retires
In late September 2021, Jasko, the Skokie
Police Department’s dog in the Canine Unit,
‘retired’ after seven years of service to the
Village. Based on the Department’s K9 Module,
Jasko and Officer Nick Larson, Jasko’s handler,
conducted 575 outside training exercises, 630
on-duty deployments and over 100 off-duty
calls. Jasko’s work consisted of narcotics
searches, open-area searches for firearms
or other evidence, searches for endangered
missing persons, violent crime suspect tracking
and apprehensions and more.
During his years of service, Jasko assisted
several federal law enforcement agencies,
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco,
as well as the Cook County Sheriff’s Police and
nearly 20 suburban police departments.

The Canine Unit hopes to enlist a member of
the Skokie Police Department as a new handler
by spring 2022. Once an officer has been
selected, they will attend a rigorous, eightweek canine training class during which they
will be paired with a dog and begin to form the
strong bond necessary in a Canine Unit. Once
the training is complete, the dog and handler
undergo state certification and continue weekly
training.

Jasko on ‘Take Your Dog to Work Day” a few
years ago. His retirement gift was a basket filled
with dog treats and chew toys!

In addition, Officer Larson and Jasko conducted
retirement years, Jasko will live with Officer
dozens of community engagements such as
Larson and his family, as he did during his years
demonstrations for student groups, scout troops,
of service.
Citizen Police Academies and more. During his

For more information on the Skokie
Police Department, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■

Skokie Police Quarterly Beat Meetings

Holiday Shopping Safety

The Skokie Police
• The back of a chair is
Department offers these tips an easy target for a thief.
for safe holiday shopping:
Never place your bag on the
back of your chair. Never
• Always be aware of
carry a wallet in a rear
your surroundings. Carry
pocket; use a front trouser
your purse or pocketbook
or an inside coat pocket.
clasp toward you, close to
your body, tucked in the
bend of your elbow as if
it were a football. Wrap
the strap around the bag
as straps placed across
your shoulder, or neck
or wrapped around your
waist can cause injuries if
snatched.

The retirement award given to Jasko said,
“Thank you for seven years of dedicated
service to the Skokie Police Department, the
Tactical Intervention Unit and the Citizens of
Skokie. Your teamwork and commitment have
been recognized since the first day you began
working together on the street. All members of
the Skokie Police Department are honored to
have served at your side.”

• If you are jostled in
a crowd, be aware that
a pickpocket might be
responsible. Beware of
commotions to distract you
while your pocket or purse
is being picked.

• Minimize the amount
of money, credit cards
• If someone attempts
and valuables you carry.
to snatch your purse or
Divide money between your
pocketbook, let go of it,
purse/wallet and pockets.
especially if there is a
Consider carrying your keys
weapon involved. When
on your person separate
dining out, place your purse from your identification.
on your lap or use a purse
For more personal
hanger on the table in front safety tips visit
of you.
www.skokie.org. ■

The Skokie Police Department quarterly Beat meetings continue through November and all
residents and businesses are strongly encouraged to attend the meeting in their neighborhood.
•

Beat 312: November 4, 6 p.m., St. Lambert’s meeting room, 8148 Karlov Avenue

•

Beat 313: November 8, 5:30 p.m., Emily Oaks Nature Center,4650 Brummel Street

•

Beat 314: November 11, 5:30 p.m.,
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton
Street Beat

•

315: November 15, 5:30 p.m., Jane
Stenson School, 9201 Lockwood Avenue

•

Beat 316: November 18, 5:30 p.m., Arie
Crown multi-purpose room, 4600 Main
Street

•

Beat 317: November 22, 5:30 p.m.,
Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton
Street

Note: quarterly meetings in Beats 310 and 311
were held in late October.
For more information on Skokie
Police Department quarterly
Beat meetings and to review the
Skokie Police Department Beat
map, visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Meet Village of Skokie Staff!

In this edition, we continue a new article series spotlighting Village staff by highlighting Enkhnasan Taylor, Administrative Intern, Village Manager’s
Office, and Ramiz Albazi, Firefighter/Paramedic, Skokie Fire Department. Watch for additional Village employee spotlight articles in future editions of
NewSkokie, as well as in editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter (subscribe at www.skokie.org). ■
Enkhnasan Taylor
How does your
What has been your most
(“Taylor”), Administrative
background help you carry interesting experience
Intern,Village Manager’s
out your job duties and
while on the job? Every
Office
serve the community? I am single experience at Skokie has
Length of time working for a proud born and raised Mongolian. been very interesting and valuable.
Both of my parents are highly
I am currently working on the Fire
the Village of Skokie
educated
and
I
am
extremely
proud
Department Annual Report which
10 months
of them. They are my role models.
has been very educational. I also
What do you like most
I am a former Skokie resident and
recently became a liaison to the
about your job? Working for
Niles West graduate, and am now
Fine Arts Commission which I am
the Village of Skokie allows me to
a graduate student at the Northern
very excited about, since I have a
have a wide variety of experiences, Illinois University pursuing
huge love for art.
and also to meet and learn from
a master’s degree in Public
What is your proudest
many different people.
Administration. Northern is helping accomplishment in your
me to learn the theories, while
Why did you choose
work for the Village of
Village of Skokie is providing me a
a career in the public
Skokie? I worked on COVID-19
chance to practice them in reality.
sector? I have always been
vaccine clinic-related projects and I
passionate about helping people
What do you like most
am proud of our Health Department
and being involved in communities. about Skokie? Skokie has
heroes for saving lives while putting
I have been through many struggles the best workforce who puts the
themselves at risk.
and I want to be a person who gives community first and really strives to
What are your favorite
a hand to others when needed. At
provide the best possible services
Skokie restaurants? From
the end of the day, we are here for
to its residents. I believe Village’s
the few ones I tried, I liked dining at
each other.
strong leadership is key to reaching
the Makisu Sushi Restaurant. ■
organizational goals.

Ramiz Albazi, Firefighter/Paramedic,
Skokie Fire Department
Length of time working for the
Village of Skokie 5 years
What do you like most about your
job? It is very rewarding helping those in need.
Why did you choose a career in the
public safety? After losing a loved one
unexpectedly, I wanted to make sure that if a
medical emergency was to occur in my presence
I would be trained to make a difference.
How does your background help
you carry out your job duties and
serve the community? The Village of
Skokie has a large Assyrian population and I can
speak Assyrian fluently. This is instrumental on
both medical and fire-related emergencies within
the Village of Skokie.
What do you like most about
Skokie? The Village of Skokie is a community
that is inclusive of all walks of life.
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What was your most interesting
experience while on the job in
Skokie? I was able to take part in honoring
Army Staff Sergeant Albert Leon Mampre, the
last surviving member of easy company, 2nd
battalion,506th parachute infantry regiment. He
was a World War II hero and was laid to rest at
Memorial Park Cemetery.
What is your proudest
accomplishment in your work for the
Village of Skokie? I was able to become
State Certified in paramedicine.
What are your favorite Skokie
restaurants? Dengeos and Uncle Julio’s. ■
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Happenings at the North Shore Center
Music Theater
Works presents
Ragtime
Music Theater Works
brings this 13-time Tony
Award-nominated musical
with its rich, award-winning
score by Stephen Flaherty
and Lynn Ahrens – the
lyricist and composer duo
behind Once on This Island
and Seussical to its stage.
Through November 7. Show
times and ticket prices vary.

Modi - Know Your
Audience
Presented by ICON
Concerts. Called “the
next Jackie Mason” by
the New York Times and
voted one of the top ten
comedians in New York
City by The Hollywood
Reporter. November 9,
7:30 p.m.

Sam Bush
An originator of the
progressive bluegrass
movement,
Sam Bush is
an International
Bluegrass Music
Association Hall
of Fame member,
and four-time
Mandolin Player
of the Year.
November 10, 7:30
p.m.
The Rocket
Man Show
Hand-picked by
Elton John as his
body double for
Farewell Yellow
Brick Road world

tour media production, Rus
Anderson is the world’s
premiere Elton John
impersonator. This concert
recreates the magical live
persona of Elton John with
the flamboyant costumes,
fierce piano playing and
live spot-on vocals.
November 13, 8 p.m.
An Evening with Leo
Kottke
Blending folk, jazz and
blues influences into a
signature fingerpicking
style of syncopated
and polyphonic music,
legendary acoustic guitar
virtuoso Leo Kottke’s

Notes
career has spanned nearly
50 years. November 18,
7:30 p.m.
Northlight Theatre
presents:
Mr. Dickens Hat
In a cozy Victorian shop
sits the hat of Charles
Dickens, who once used
it to carry water to the
victims of a train wreck
(that’s true!). When a pair
of bumbling thieves plots to
steal it (that’s imaginary!),
young Kit sets out to foil
their plan, save the hat and
free her father from debtors’
prison. This tale brings to
life the universal lesson:
“Beneath our hats, we are
all the same.” November 26
through January 2. Show
times and ticket prices vary

back onto the North
Shore Center stage
with an affordable,
full-length holiday
production performed by a
professional company with
incredible guest soloists!
Saturday, December 11,
1 and 5 p.m., Sunday,
December 12, 2 p.m.
Ticket prices
vary. For more
information and
a full schedule,
please visit www.
northshorecenter.
org. ■

Music of the
Baroque presents:
A Thanksgiving
Messiah
November 28, 7:30 p.m.
Salt Creek Ballet
The Nutcracker
Salt Creek Ballet’s The
Nutcracker marches

Health and Human Services Department Services
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of the
Skokie Health and Human Services Department
(HHS) clinical services are on hold. A few limited
services are offered at Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, unless otherwise noted. See page
two for COVID-19 vaccine information, noting
that it is subject to change with updates posted at
www.skokie.org.
TB testing:
For individuals who attend Skokie schools,
work or reside in Skokie. The tests are done on
Monday and Tuesday mornings from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. and return readings are done on Thursday
mornings. TB tests can be made by appointment
at 847/933-8252. $10 fee.

Sharps Disposal:
HHS accepts used needles during regular
business hours, Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. The needles must be in approved
puncture-proof containers. HHS also can provide
additional containers for future collection. There
is no cost for this service.

Childhood Immunizations:
Routine childhood immunizations for eligible
Skokie schoolchildren or
children attending Skokie
schools. Monday and
Tuesday. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.;
Medicare 101 Presentation:
Wednesday, 2 to 4 p.m.
Plan and Prepare for Medicare
by appointment only. Call
Please join us at a free Medicare 101 presentation 847/933-8252 for appointto better understand Medicare benefits, coverage ments.
and options. The class will be taught by a Senior
Health Insurance Program counselor. PresentaFor more information on all HHS
tion is November 18, 1 p.m. at Oakton Commuprograms and services, please visit
nity Center, 4701 Oakton Street. To register, call
www.skokie.org. ■
847/674-1500, extension 2700.
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Village of Skokie
Village
of Skokie

www.skokie.org
1660 AM Skokie
Council/Manager
Government Since
1957

Departments
Village Hall
847/673-0500

Officials
Mayor
George Van Dusen

Civil Engineering
847/933-8231

Clerk
Pramod C. Shah
Trustees
James H. Johnson
Khem Khoeun
Ralph Klein
Alison Pure Slovin
Keith A. Robinson
Edie Sue Sutker
Manager
John T. Lockerby
Counsel
Michael M. Lorge
Phone Numbers
Emergency
9-1-1

Village of Skokie
5127 Oakton Street
Skokie, Illinois 60077

******ECRWSS*****
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
SKOKIE, IL

Citizens Assistance
847/933-8480

Clerk’s Office
847/933-8203
Community
Development
847/933-8223
Economic Development
847/933-8446
Planning
847/933-8447
Health and Human
Services
~ Personal Health
847/933-8252
~ Environmental Health
847/933-8484
~ Human Services
847/933-8208

Shop and Dine in Skokie
This Holiday Season!
It’s more important than ever to support
Skokie businesses, large and small, for
whatever you need. Keep Skokie
merchants top of mind for all
of your holiday shopping this
year!
Skokie is fortunate to have a wide variety of stores, service providers and - of
course - fabulous restaurants! Many
small businesses are still recovering
from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Please let them know that they
have the community’s support on Small
Business Saturday, November 27, 2021
and all throughout the holiday season.

Crime Tip Hotline
847/933-TIPS (8477)

Public Works
847/933-8427

Information
847/673-0500

Signs and Street Lights
847/933-8232

Fire Non-Emergency
847/982-5300

Village Manager’s Office
847/933-8210

For info on where to shop
and dine in Skokie visit:

Police Non-Emergency
847/982-5900

Water Billing
847/933-8418

•

www.skokie.org and
Shop Local Skokie Facebook

•

www.skokiechamber.org

•

www.visitchicagonorthshore.com ■

Animal Control
847/982-5970
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info@skokie.org
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Keep in Touch!
Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

