Village of Skokie
Refuse Fee FAQ

1. What will the refuse fee cost?
The refuse fee will begin in November 2021 at a monthly rate of $8.75 per household. The Village Manager will
report to the Village Board on the status of the Village's refuse collection and disposal program at next year’s
budget with the understanding that the Board may amend the fee structure, with increases possible.
2. Why is the Village implementing a refuse fee?
As more residents work from home, which is projected to continue at greater levels than before the COVID-19
pandemic, the Village is incurring double-digit percentage increases in the amount of waste being collected and
thus the cost to dispose it. Additionally, the value of recyclables has declined significantly due to changes in the
overseas market. As a result, the cost to recycle has dramatically increased.
3. Why couldn't the Village control costs instead of implementing a fee?
These higher refuse disposal and recycling charges are entirely out of the Village's control. In an effort to offset
these costs and control costs in general, the Village has frozen 21 staff positions since the onset of the pandemic
for a savings of $1.7 million. This brings the total number of frozen positions in the last decade to 56.5 for an
annual savings of $4.2 million. Despite these reductions, the Village was still projected a year-end deficit in FY22
of $3.3 million. In FY22, the Village is projected to spend over $6 million to collect and dispose of refuse from
approximately 21,485 dwelling units. The refuse fee will help offset the Village's annual garbage collection and
disposal costs so that it may continue to provide high-level refuse collection services.
4. Will there be additional charges for yard waste, bulk item pickup, leaf collection and recycling?
No. The Village will continue to offer free bulk item pickup, weekly recycling collection, seasonal yard waste
collection and fall leaf pickup. Of 22 communities surveyed, 11 charge for collecting yard waste with each yard
waste sticker ranging from $1.00 to $3.18.
5. Do other communities charge a fee for refuse and other collection services?
Yes. The Village of Skokie is one of the last communities in the area to implement a refuse fee. Of 22
communities surveyed, only two do not charge some kind of fee for refuse service. Monthly municipal refuse
fees range from $9.50 to $29.35. In addition, many towns charge separately for recycling collection, yard waste,
leaves and bulk items.
6. Can I opt for only once-per-week pickup for a lower fee?
Not at this time. Staff and equipment used in twice-per-week pickup also is used for other important services
such as snow removal. This results in minimal operational savings should the Village provide once-per-week
pickup. Additionally, illegal dumping is common in an alley setting, which may require extra staff to manage. The
Village, and specifically the Sustainable Environmental Advisory Commission, will continue to evaluate different
and unique program models during the next budget year to assess the fiscal, environmental, and operational
impacts of available options.
7. Who will the refuse fee impact?
The refuse fee will impact single-family homes and condominiums. The fee will not impact commercial or rental
properties who already pay for service under a franchise agreement with Lakeshore Recycling Systems.
8. When will the refuse fee begin?
The refuse fee will begin on November 1, 2021.
9. How will the refuse fee be billed?
The refuse fee will be billed quarterly and will be included on your water bill.
10. How was the refuse fee determined?
The fee was determined by calculating the annual cost of refuse collection and disposal which is $6.057 million.
When divided by the number of dwelling units and calculated on a monthly fee basis, the actual cost is $26.24
per household per month. Regardless, in Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) the Village will only assess an $8.75 fee per
dwelling unit per month, which is one-third of the actual cost.

11. How do other Skokie fees and taxes compare to other towns?
With this refuse fee, Skokie has the second lowest combined rate of service fees (refuse, sewer, water,
vehicle stickers, sales tax rate, home rule tax rate, frozen property tax, etc.) among 16 of its comparable
neighboring communities. Skokie has frozen its property tax levy at $15.4 million since 1990. If the
property tax levy had been adjusted solely by inflation for the thirty years it would be $27.3 million. Skokie
also is one of the few communities that does not charge a fee for refuse and recycling bin replacements.
12. Will there be a senior or other discounts?
Not at this time. The Village is committed to charging the lowest fee feasible for all users.
13. How can I reduce my waste stream?
The Village of Skokie offers a number of programs and services that residents can use to reduce the
amount of waste they send to landfills. These measures may reduce the amount the Village pays in
disposal fees. Below are some of these services:
Curbside Food Scrap Collection: Skokie subscribers to the service receive a five-gallon bucket or
32-gallon toter cart for separated food scraps and then weekly or biweekly pick up. The food scraps
will then be transported to a commercial compost site. After pick-up, Collective Resource will leave
a clean bucket to continue collection for the next pickup. Visit the Collective Resource Webpage for
more information.
Textile Recycling: Skokie residents who receive curb or alley recycling collection can participate in
free curbside textile collection through the Simple Recycling Program. Textile recycling occurs on
the same day as recycling collection. Bags can be ordered by calling 866/835-5068 or online at the
Simple Recycling Webpage. Residents who take items to local charities and thrift stores are
encouraged to continue to do so. For more information, contact Public Works at 847/933-8427.
Recycle: To view the single family recycling schedule, visit the Skokie Public Works Webpage.

Curbside Recycling Guidelines
Materials go in cart LOOSE!
Empty & Clean!

Plastic

Glass

Bottles - Caps on
Preferred, Tubs, Jugs, Jars
No Bags or Film
No Foam

Bottles & Jars

Metal
Steel & Aluminum

Mixed Paper &
Cartons
Flatten Boxes

Do Not Put in Recycling Carts!
No Electronics or
Sharps

No Plastic Bags or
Wrap

No Food, Liquids,
Diapers or
Shredded Paper

Questions?

No Clothing or
Shoes

Contact Public Works at 847/933-8427 or email info@skokie.org

No Hoses, Wires,
or Hangers

