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New Village Board Sworn Into Office
On Monday, April 19, the Skokie residents elected to the Village Board in
the April 6, 2021 election were sworn
into their four-year terms of office. The
Honorable Judges Anjana Hansen,
Barbara M Meyer (former Village of
Skokie Counsel), Shelley SutkerDermer and Steven Watkins presided
over the swearings-in that took place
in the Council Chambers at Skokie
Village Hall.

currently Chairman of the Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County, and
is a member of several government
related boards. Mayor Van Dusen was
the Director of Suburban Operations
for U.S. Congressman Sidney Yates
from 1973 until the Congressman’s
retirement in 1999. He is an adjunct
faculty member of Oakton Community
College teaching U.S. History and
Government. Mayor Van Dusen is a
member of Temple Beth Emet, and is
the author of two books, Clear It with
Sid! Sidney R. Yates and Fifty Years of
Presidents, Pragmatism, and Public
Service (2019) and The Detroit Tigers
Encyclopedia (2002).

Members of the Village
Board include:

Mayor George Van Dusen
Front (L to R): Trustee Edie Sue Sutker, Village Clerk Pramod
George Van Dusen has lived in Skokie
Shah, Mayor George Van Dusen and Trustee Khem Khoeun
with his wife, Susan, for 44 years. Their
Back (L to R): Trustees Keith A. Robinson, James H. Johnson,
children, now adults, were educated by
Village Clerk Pramod Shah
Ralph Klein and Alison Pure Slovin
Skokie’s public schools, and they reside
Pramod Shah was elected as Village
in Skokie with the Van Dusen grandchildren. The Mayor earned a Bachelor Clerk in 2013 after serving four years as a Village of Skokie Trustee. He
of Arts degree from the University of Detroit and both a Master of Arts and holds a Master’s degree in Chemistry from Gujarat University and ata Ph.D. from Loyola University. He served as a Trustee in the Village of
tended the Indiana Northern School of Management. Village Clerk Shah
Skokie from 1984 until he was appointed Mayor in January 1999. While
worked as a Manager for Cyberbridge International, a Skokie-based
a Trustee, he served as the Village’s delegate to the Northwest Municipal
software and information technology consulting company.
Conference (NWMC) and, in 2007, served as NWMC President. He is
Continued on page two

2021 Property Beautification Awards
Each year in late
summer, the Skokie
Beautification and
Improvement Commission evaluates
nominated properties
throughout the Village. Winners receive
notice in December or
January and receive
an award certificate
in April, and recognition at a Village Board
meeting.

Nominations from the community are welcome! Please
submit addresses of homes in your neighborhood that are
well-maintained, with an eye toward attractive front-yard
landscaping. If you have the owner’s name, great - but
just the address is fine for a nomination. Please email
beautificationawards@skokie.org by August 1, 2021,
with the address of the property and the owner’s name if
possible. Nominations also can be mailed by sending the
property owner’s name and property address to Skokie
Public Works, Attn: B & IC Nominations, 9050 Gross
Point Road, Skokie, Illinois, 60077. The 2020 firsttime award-winning property to the left
at 9042 Ewing is owned by Dan and Mary
Bulfin. Congratulations! ■
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New Village Board (continued from page one)
He has a long-standing relationship with the local Indian community, is the
Executive Director and the past President of the Indo-American Democratic
Organization and a current member of the Jain Society of Metropolitan
Chicago. Mr. Shah also is a Gandhi Memorial Trust board member. Prior to
becoming a Village Board member, Mr. Shah was appointed Niles Township Collector in 1999. In 2001 he was elected to that position, and in April
2005, he was elected as a Niles Township Trustee. Born in Gujarat, India,
Mr. Shah moved to the United States in 1971 and has lived in Skokie for
more than 30 years with his wife, Usha and two sons. Both sons attended
school in Skokie School Districts 68 and 219. He has been a proud member
of both the Skokie Kiwanis and Lions Clubs for the past 10 years.
Trustee James H. Johnson
Trustee James Johnson has lived in Skokie since 2016 and was elected to
the Village Board in 2021. Trustee Johnson holds a Master of Arts in Theology from Loyola University Chicago, and a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from
Davidson College in North Carolina, where his family is from. His wife is
from Illinois, which is what brought them to Skokie. Trustee Johnson enjoys
volunteering, learning about the community, and participating in the work
of local social-justice groups. He and his wife live near Downtown Skokie,
within walking distance of many local ‘treasures’ like the Skokie Public
Library, Emily Oaks Nature Center, the Skokie Farmers’ Market and more.
Trustee Khem Khoeun
Trustee Khem Khoeun has lived in Skokie since 2005 and was elected to
the Village Board in 2021. When initially elected to the Skokie Park District
Board in 2017, she became the first Cambodian-American woman elected
to public office in the United States. Trustee Khoeun holds a Bachelor
of Science in Social Work with a minor in Political Science from Loyola
University, Chicago. She is a Certified SAFe Product Owner/Manager and,
in 2018, received a Courage & Leadership Award from the Devata Giving Circle. In addition to serving as a Commissioner and Vice-President
on the Skokie Park District Board from 2017 to 2021, her numerous civic
involvements include serving as a member of the Fairview Parent Equity
Group and a volunteer with the Asian American Caucus. Having been born
in a refugee camp to Cambodian refugee parents, she currently serves
as the President of the National Cambodian Heritage Museum & Killing
Fields Memorial. She and her husband chose to live in Skokie to raise their
children, now ages eight and 10.
Trustee Ralph Klein
Life-long Skokie resident Trustee Ralph Klein was elected to the Village
Board in 2013. For 12 years before his election to the board, Klein served
as Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals. He also served as a member
of the Skokie Fine Arts Commission and the Skokie Northshore Sculpture
Park Board. After graduating from Niles East High School and attending
college, Klein joined his family’s printing business. He and his wife Lillian
have been married for 40 years and raised their children in Skokie. Klein’s
long history of volunteering in the community also includes serving as
founding president of Open Hearts for Handicapped Children and volunteering for both the Niles Township Food Pantry and Just Harvest Community Kitchen. He is a past president of the Skokie Valley Rotary Club. In
addition, he has donated his time to assisting several local school district
foundations and coaching AYSO soccer and Skokie Youth Basketball.
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Trustee Keith A. Robinson
Trustee Keith A. Robinson has lived in the “Skevanston” neighborhood of
Skokie since 2005. He was elected to the Village Board in 2021. Trustee
Robinson has a Doctor of Educational Leadership degree from National
Louis University, Chicago, as well as Master of Education Administration
and Supervision from Roosevelt University, Chicago, and a Bachelor of
Arts in Secondary English Education from Ball State University in Muncie,
Indiana. After beginning his career as an English teacher, Trustee Robinson
served as the Dean of Students of Niles West High School and as the Assistant Principal for Operations at Niles North High School. He is currently
the Associate Principal for Educational Services at Evanston Township High
School. His community involvements include serving as a board member
of the Family Action Network and a former president and board member of
Foundation65. He is a member of the Ball State Teacher’s College Advisory
Council and also serves as a board member for the Friendship Foundation. Trustee Robinson and his wife, Dr. Sharon Robinson, a pediatrician at
NorthShore University Healthcare Systems, have two daughters, Taryn and
Kari.
Trustee Alison Pure Slovin
Trustee Alison Pure Slovin has lived in Skokie for 11 years, and was elected
to the Village Board in 2021. Trustee Pure Slovin attended Columbia
College for broadcast communications, Chicago. Since 2021, she has
served as the Midwest Region Director for the Simon Wiesenthal Center,
an international human rights organization, having previously served as
the Midwest Region Director of the American Committee for Shaare Zedek
Medical Center in Jerusalem. In addition, she served as the President of the
Standard Club Chicago from 2012 to 2015. She is a recent member of the
State of Illinois Holocaust and Genocide Commission and a board member
of the Iraqi Christian Relief Council. Trustee Pure Slovin is widow of Ronald
Slovin, and is the mother of four and grandmother of 10.
Trustee Edie Sue Sutker
Trustee Edie Sue Sutker is a life-long Skokie resident and began serving on the Village Board in 2004 after having served for nearly 10 years
on the Skokie Plan Commission. Trustee Sutker has a Master of Social
Work degree from Loyola University, Chicago and a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education from the University of Illinois, Champaign. Trustee
Sutker is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and an Assistant Director for
Jewish Child and Family Services (JCFS Chicago). Before her social work
career, she was in the investment business for 14 years and earned her
Series 7 and Series 63 licenses. In addition, she was the Executive Director
of the VisionTek Foundation, which raised more than $650,000 to fight
cancer and leukemia. She is a life member of NA’AMAT USA and Hadassah,
a member of the National Association of Social Workers and also a member
of the Ezra-Habonim Niles Township Jewish Congregation. She enjoys race
walking, biking, swimming, weight lifting and spending time with her family.
See more information on the Village Board members,
including what they love and value about Skokie, at
www.skokie.org. ■
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Downtown Skokie News
There’s a lot going on in Downtown Skokie!
In addition to some of Skokie’s beloved
‘regulars’, including Alexander’s Breakfast
& Lunch, Annie’s Pancake House, Pressed,
Village Inn Pizzeria, Sports Bar & Grill and
others resuming regular operations, there
are some new businesses to report.

The former Dr. Diagnostics building
at 7933 Lincoln Avenue was recently
purchased by Skokie resident, attorney
and business owner Zachary Williams
who has submitted plans to the Village
which involve the renovation of the
two-storefront facility into an eclectic
art gallery and upscale antique store.
The owners of Take Flight Spirits, LLC,
Williams also is chairman of the Skokie
a North Shore-based craft whiskey, rum and gin producer/operator,
Community
Foundation
that
supports
numerous initiatives to improve
purchased the former Marge’s Flowers property at 8040 Lincoln Avenue
quality
of
life
for
Skokie
residents,
including
raising more than $60,000
in April 2021 with plans to open the Village’s first distillery and familylast
year
to
benefit
Skokie
residents
in
need
during
the COVID-19
friendly tasting room this fall. By focusing on high-quality, locally-sourced
pandemic
as
part
of
the
Skokie
Spirit
Shines
Through
campaign
ingredients, Take Flight proprietors Carrie and Andy Cole will produce
small-batch spirits with a sense of whimsy. “We’ve been struck by the
A warm Skokie welcome to Manny’s Pizza that is now in the tucked-away
great sense of community in the Downtown Skokie area, and we’re looking space at 5051 Oakton Street, just behind the Krier Plaza gazebo on the
forward to becoming a part of the Skokie family. We can’t wait to share our southeast corner of Lincoln Avenue and Oakton Street (former location
love of craft spirits with the community,” said Carrie Cole. Their spirits will of The Crazy Greek). Manny’s is home to the ‘Mac and Cheese Slice’ and
be produced on-site and sold out of a small tasting room in front.
offers exciting new menu items as well as some items that will be familiar
to fans of The Crazy Greek.
The owners are submitting development plans for ‘back of house’
production, ‘front of house’ retail/event space and will receive TIF
assistance through the Village’s interior rehab and exterior renovation
program.

Stay up to date on what’s going on in Downtown
Skokie by following the Downtown Skokie Facebook
page! ■

COVID-19 Vaccination Update - Congratulations, Skokie!
At press time, a total of 37,583
Skokie residents are fully
vaccinated against COVID-19,
representing approximately 60
percent of Skokie’s total population.
Thanks to all of the Skokie
residents who have taken this
most important step to protecting
their health, the health of their
loved ones and the health of the
community.

hard work of Village staff from
all departments, hundreds of
volunteers as well as staff from the
Skokie Park District and Skokie
Public Library that assisted with
operations. In addition, tremendous
thanks to Arie Crown Hebrew Day
School for generously allowing use
of their facility on Frontage Road.
The vaccination clinics were truly a
community effort!

Many Skokie residents have been
The Village will continue to offer
vaccinated at the Village’s Health
COVID-19 vaccination clinics
and Human Services Department’s
to Skokie residents age 12 and
These Skokie teens received their first dose of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
(HHS) clinics that have been
above and to employees at Skokie
in May at a Village Clinic! Vaccines are available for all Skokie resiunderway since January. A total of
businesses as long as demand
dents age 12 and over as well as employees at Skokie businesses.
nearly 28,000 doses of vaccine have
continues. The large clinic space
been administered at the HHS clinics.
will be closed in late June, with
smaller
clinics
continuing
at
Skokie
Village
Hall and other areas of
Additional statistics also show that as of early June 2021, more than
the
community.
For
example,
at
press
time
HHS
staff was planning a
44,300 Skokie residents have received at least one dose of vaccine either
COVID-19
vaccination
clinic
at
Devonshire
Cultural
Center in conjunction
through a Skokie HHS clinic or another provider, representing:
with Skokie’s first-ever Juneteenth celebration events taking place during
• 71 percent of Skokie’s total population
the weekend of June 18 and 19, 2021.
• 84 percent of Skokie residents age 18 and above
If you are not fully vaccinated, please practice the 3
W’s: Wear a Mask, Watch Your Social Distance and
• 96 percent of Skokie residents age 65 and above
Wash Your Hands! See www.skokie.org for updates. ■
The HHS clinics have been very successful and efficient, thanks to the
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Skokie Through the Lens Call for Photos!

The Skokie Fine Arts Commission is pleased to
launch a 2021 Skokie Through the Lens community photography exhibit, Warm Days, Warm
Hearts in Skokie. Anyone who lives, works or
plays in Skokie is welcome to submit up to three
photographs that capture a glimpse of life in the
community.
The commission encourages photos that show
people enjoying summer in all areas of Skokie.
Images captured on both traditional cameras
and mobile devices will be accepted, and jpg

files are preferred. The commission will ‘jury’
photos submitted, and will feature selections
from each photographer. Photos from students
and young people are welcomed and encouraged, with parent or guardian permission
needed for photographers under age 18.
All photos must include information about the
location in the community where the image was
taken, and captions are welcome but are subject
to editing in part or in total. The exhibition
runs through August 31, 2021, and images will

be accepted until that time. Photos should be
submitted to info@skokie.org. By submitting
images, the artist agrees to allow the Village
of Skokie to use them in other printed and
electronic outreach materials.
See the Skokie Fine Arts Commission’s Skokie Through the Lens
photo exhibits from 2015 to present
at www.skokie.org. ■

These photos were recently submitted to the
Warm Days, Warm Hearts in Skokie exhibit.
Left: Laura Zalloni, “Getting the Deck, BBQ and
Yard ready for summer thanks to the vaccine”
Right:: Steve Rosenblum, “Just a little driving tour of
some local murals in the Skokie area”

Last Call for 2021 Vehicle Stickers
Skokie residents received vehicle sticker renewal notices
by mail in late May, with the renewal period continuing
through July 31. Residents are strongly
encouraged to purchase their vehicle
stickers online at www.skokiestickers.org.
This is the most convenient way to renew
since the Village does not charge credit
card processing fees or shipping fees.
The cost for passenger vehicles is $40, with additional
fees for trucks and trailers. Payment methods include
checks and most major credit cards. All vehicle license stickers must be
displayed on vehicles by August 1. Prices for all stickers increase by 50
percent on August 1, 2021.
Here’s how to purchase a 2021 vehicle sticker as well as a few other notes
on the process:

•
•
•

Online at www.skokiestickers.org.
By U.S. mail via the envelope provided with the application forms.
Residents should avoid visiting Village Hall and renew by mail or
online. Vehicle stickers purchased by mail and online are typically
received within two weeks. Residents renewing by mail or online also
can renew their zone parking stickers at a cost of $2 each.

stickers received in the mail that are
ordered closer to July 31.
Vehicle sticker myth: I have to add a new
car and drop my old one from the list,
so I need to come to Village Hall. Myth
debunked: the online system allows for
both dropping and adding vehicles. These
actions must be done in two separate
processes, but it’s still easier than
standing in a long line at Skokie Village Hall!
The Finance Department counter can only serve two
customers at a time during 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. business
hours from Monday through Friday, and residents
should expect significant wait times when purchasing
in-person, especially during the last two weeks in July.
Be smart and efficient – order online or by mail!
Pet licenses, which must be renewed each year, can be purchased at the
Finance Department counter. By ordinance, all cats and dogs living in
Skokie are required to have a license. Fees are $25 for animals that are
not neutered or spayed and $10 for animals that are neutered or spayed.
When purchasing a pet license, please bring a copy of the animal’s rabies
vaccination certificate and veterinary proof of neutering or spaying, if
applicable.

Vehicle sticker myth: If I don’t have the sticker on my
car by June 1, I will receive a ticket. Myth debunked:
For more information on vehicle licenses, zone parking
Enforcement by the Skokie Police Department for
stickers or pet licenses, please email info@skokie.org
display of 2021 vehicle stickers does not begin until
or call the Finance Department at 847/933-8423. ■
after August 1, with time allowed for residents to display
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Fireworks are Illegal and Unsafe
The Skokie Police Department will increase
patrols surrounding the July 4th weekend,
and are notifying the community in advance
that the illegal fireworks law will be enforced.
Skokie Police officers will make attempts
to generate voluntary compliance with the
responsible party to stop the use of illegal
fireworks. If that is unsuccessful, a Village
of Skokie Ordinance citation may be issued
for Unlawful Possession or Discharge of Fireworks, Section: 70-213. Please,
consider using safer alternatives to fireworks, such as glow sticks, confetti
poppers or colored streamers.
How to report fireworks violations
To help make sure that emergency calls are answered as quickly as possible,
please don’t call 9-1-1 if there is no life safety or fire threat from neighborhood
fireworks displays. Instead, residents can report fireworks noise complaints
to the Skokie Police Department in four easy ways: via text message, via
the Crime Tip hotline, on the web or through a mobile application. Please
provide specific information (the address where fireworks are being blown off,
subject’s description, etc.).
How to Submit a Tip to the Skokie Police Department
• Text Messages - to text a tip to the Skokie Police Department, you must
have text messaging enabled on your cellular phone and subscribe to
a participating cell phone carrier. To begin your tip message, enter the
number “847411” in the phone number line. Then start your message
with “Skokie” to ensure the tip is routed to the Skokie Police Department and enter your tip with as much detail as possible. All tips remain
anonymous.
• Call the Crime Tip Hotline - individuals may provide a tip to the Skokie
Police Department by calling the Skokie Crime Tip Hotline at 847-933TIPS (8477).
• Through the Web - submit a tip online at https://www.skokie.org/1181/
Online-Services.
• Through a Mobile Application - users also may download the “Skokie
Tips” application to submit anonymous tips. Download on the Apple
App Store or Android App on Google Play Store.
For fireworks-related issues that pose life safety threats
or fire hazards, residents should call 9-1-1 and police,
fire or medical help will be dispatched.

Examples of calls that should go to 9-1-1
include:
• A situation where a person has
been injured by fireworks.
• Airborne fireworks land on a
building or wooded area posing a
fire risk.
• When the size of the fireworks
gathering and the unruly behavior of
the people involved begins to pose a threat to others.
Why are fireworks illegal in Illinois?
One of the biggest reasons why fireworks are illegal is the prevalence of
firework-related injuries (especially children), in addition to the fact that they
cause fires. The Consumer Product Safety Commission conducted a special
study of consumer-related fireworks injuries that occurred between June 21
and July 21, 2019 and found that 7,300 fireworks-related injuries were treated
in U.S. emergency rooms. Of those injuries, 66 percent were males and 34
percent females. Children younger than 15 accounted for 36 percent of fireworks injuries. According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission,
the parts of the body most often injured in both children and adults in order of
most to least are hands and fingers, legs, eyes, head, face and ears and arms.
Why should people not set off fireworks?
Many people forget about individuals who may be affected by the sounds
and/or lights fireworks create, including military veterans who might have
post-traumatic stress disorder as well as children with autism. Fireworks,
especially when they are unable to see them or if they “come out of nowhere”
can be terrifying and affect these children for hours. They have the right to feel
safe in their homes.
The sounds from fireworks also can impact our pets and our neighbors’ pets.
According to Home Again pet recovery, more pets run away on the Fourth of
July than any other day of the year because of the sounds. They get scared
and the fight-or-flight instinct kicks in. Sadly, not many of these pets find their
way home. Even the pets that are in houses may be scared, having a miserable night and may be susceptible to injuries.
As a community, it is our job to think about and care for
each other, not just ourselves or our friends who are
over for a holiday barbecue. We must all come together
to take care of our community. ■

2021 Fourth of July Parade and Fireworks Canceled
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and uncertainties about when Illinois would reach Phase 5 in
the “Restore Illinois” plan and advance planning/contractual requirements, Village of Skokie
and Skokie Park District officials, as well as the Skokie Fourth of July Parade Committee, have
canceled the 2021 Skokie Fourth of July Parade and fireworks festival.

The July Fourth Parade and fireworks festival have been an important
celebration in Skokie for decades and organizers will soon begin
planning events for July 4, 2022. ■
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Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus

Skokie PD Use of Force Policy Update

The best way to protect yourself
and your family from West Nile
Virus (WNV) infection during the
summer and fall seasons is to avoid
mosquito bites by staying indoors
at dawn and dusk, wear longsleeved shirts and long pants when
outdoors, and apply EPA-approved
insect repellents that contain DEET,
lemon eucalyptus oil or Picaradin.

Since fall 2020, at the request of
Mayor Van Dusen, the Village’s
Public Safety Commission has
led a community review of the
Skokie Police Department Use of
Force Policy. Representatives of
16 different community groups
and members of the Village’s
Human Relations Commission also
participated in the review.

To eliminate mosquito breeding
areas, property owners should:
•

•

Remove any standing water.
Remember, if an outdoor
object can hold water, it can
serve as a breeding ground for
mosquitoes
Change the water in birdbaths
once a week

•

Empty plastic pools at the end
of the day

•

Keep grass and shrubbery cut
short

For more information on
WNV, or to report potential
mosquito breeding sites,
please call the Health
Department at 847-9338484 or the North Shore
Mosquito Abatement
District at 847-446-9434.
For information about
mosquito abatement
measures in Skokie,
including a spraying
schedule, please visit
nsmad.com. ■

From May 21 through June 14, the
Public Safety Commission’s draft
recommendation to the Village
Board, based on information
received during the community

During the week of July 5, a holiday
refuse collection schedule will be in
effect:

Yard Waste
Collection on Saturday July 10 (no
collection on July 7)

Coyotes pose a problem throughout
the United States, and sometimes
roam through Skokie and
neighboring communities. They
pose a danger not only to pets but
also to humans.
The coyote is a member of the
Canidae (dog) family along with
wolves, jackals, coyotes, foxes and
domestics dogs. At first glance, a
coyote might appear to be a dog,
but have telltale characteristics that
differ from dogs including long,
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lanky legs; a thick, bushy tail and a
large, pointed nose and ears. Their
fur tends to be nondescript brown
and/or gray.
It’s best to avoid areas where
coyotes have been spotted. Never
leave your pet unattended outdoors,
and be sure to walk your dog on a
leash. Don’t leave food and water
outside to invite wildlife.
For information on how
to protect yourself,
your family and pets
from coyotes, as well as
resources from the United
States Humane Society
and other animal advocacy
organizations, visit www.
skokie.org. ■
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For more information on
this project please see
www.skokie.org. ■

Holiday Refuse Collection Schedule
Refuse
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday as normal

Watch Out for Coyotes!

review process, was posted on the
Village website for public review
and comment. It is expected
that Public Safety Commission
members will present their final
recommendation at the July 6,
2021 Village Board meeting that
begins at 8 p.m. and which can be
viewed on the Village’s YouTube
channel and cable television
channels 17 (Comcast) and 25
(RCN).

Recycling
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday as normal
Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, will be
closed on Monday, July
5 in observance of the
Fourth of July holiday. ■

Follow the Village’s Facebook Pages
The Village
of Skokie has
numerous
Facebook pages
for the community
to follow and stay
up on general
Village programs,
public safety, Shop Local Skokie
info, Skokie Farmers’ Market and
Downtown Skokie info!

To receive daily
information from
the Village on
your Facebook
feed, please be
sure to like and
follow the new
general Village
of Skokie Facebook page by
searching for
@VillageofSkokieGov.

The Village’s newest Facebook
page features general information
on Village events, programs,
services, job opportunities,
activities of the Village’s various
advisory boards and commissions
and more.

Follow the Shop Local
Skokie, Skokie Police
Department, Skokie
Farmers’ Market and
Downtown Skokie
Facebook pages to stay
in the know! ■
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Skokie 2020 Water Quality Report

Skokie is pleased to report that the Village’s drinking water meets all Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements.
To view the complete 2020 Annual Water Quality Report and learn more about Skokie’s drinking water quality, please visit:
www.skokie.org/2020waterreport.
For more information or to obtain a paper copy of the 2020 Water Quality Report for the Village
of Skokie, please call the Skokie Environmental Health Division at 847/933-8484 or email
info@skokie.org. ■

Understanding Lead in Your Drinking Water
The following article is excerpted
from more extensive information
featured on the Village website at
https://www.skokie.org/766/LeadWater-Line-Information.

Skokie purchases water
from the City of Evanston,
and water leaving
Evanston’s treatment
plant does not contain
lead, nor does the Village
of Skokie’s water mains.
Through corrosion of household
plumbing materials, lead can leach
into the water before it gets to your
faucet. According to the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), homes built before
1986 are more likely to have lead
in the plumbing system. Common
sources of lead in plumbing
materials include:
Lead service lines - A service
line connects your home to Skokie’s
water main. Skokie owns the portion
of the line between the water main
and the shutoff valve located in the
parkway. The property owner is
responsible for the line from and
including the shutoff valve to the
house. In homes built prior to 1960,
the service line was constructed
of lead pipe. There is detailed
information at www.skokie.org on
how to check your water pipes to
determine if they are made of lead.
Lead solder - Solder is used
to connect metal piping. In 1987,
lead solder was banned from use

in household plumbing. If your
house was built before 1987, your
plumbing system may have lead
solder.

Brass faucets, valves
and fittings - Almost all
faucets, valves and fittings have
brass components. Until 2014,
brass faucets and fittings sold in
the U.S. and labeled “lead-free”
could contain up to 8 percent
lead. Effective January 2014, The
Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water
Act specifies that these materials
may not contain more than 0.25
percent lead.
What are the Health
Impacts of Lead?
Lead can impact almost every
organ and system in your body.
Exposure to high lead levels can
severely impair mental function and
damage the kidneys. Pregnant/
nursing women and children under
the age of six are most vulnerable.
Additional information is available
from Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention at http://www.cdc.
gov/nceh/lead/. According to the
EPA, the most likely exposure to
lead is swallowing lead paint chips
or breathing in lead paint dust.
What Does the Village of
Skokie Do to Minimize
Lead Exposure in Drinking
Water?
The Village of Skokie is supplied
treated water from the City of
Evanston. The Village of Skokie

complies with the Lead and
Copper Rule (LCR) issued by the
Environmental Protection Agency
in 1991. This rule requires utilities
at risk for lead and copper in the
water to add an approved chemical
to control lead and copper levels in
drinking water. The Evanston Water
Treatment Facility adds blended
phosphate during the treatment
process. This deposits a thin layer
of phosphate on the inside of pipes
to prevent the drinking water from
directly touching the metal. Water
samples to test for compliance are
taken from faucets in homes and
businesses to ensure that drinking
water reaching the consumer is safe.
What Can Residents Do to
Minimize Lead Exposure
in Drinking Water?
The best way to minimize lead
exposure is to eliminate the risk.
This can be accomplished by
replacing the lead-bearing plumbing
components in your plumbing
system including fixtures, pipes and
the water service line. Until your
plumbing system is lead free, you
can minimize exposure by taking the
following precautions:
•

Use only cold water for
drinking, cooking and making
baby formula (cold water is
less likely than hot water to
leach metal from pipes and
fittings).

•

Any time there has not been
water use for several hours,

residents should run their cold
water faucet until the water
gets as cold as is typical for
that faucet. The goal is to get
to fresh water that has not been
sitting in your household pipes
or service line for a long time
period.
•

Install a lead filter on the
principal potable water faucets
used in your home, particularly
if you are pregnant or have
children under age six.

How Will I Know if Lead is
in My Drinking Water?
If you are concerned, you can have
your water tested for lead by an
independent water testing laboratory.
Testing costs between $20 and
$100.
Maintenance on Water
Service Line? Don’t Forget
to Run the Water!
After any repair or other work is
done to your home water service,
please take the following steps as
recommended by the American
Water Works Association (AWWA) to
minimize your exposure to any lead
that may have been released.
For more information,
visit https://www.skokie.
org/766/Lead-Water-LineInformation or call the
Environmental Health
Division of the Health
and Human Services
Department at 847/9338484. ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:
A resolution urging the State of Illinois not to reduce allocations to the Local Government Distributive
Fund (LGDF), adopted by the State in 1969 and that is generated from income taxes paid by local
residents and businesses that the State collects before it gets redistributed back to municipalities. The
LGDF accounts for 11 percent of the Village of Skokie’s operating budget, and the state is proposing a 10
percent reduction in the fund this year that threatens to reduce Skokie’s share by $660,000 annually.

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of
each month. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
July 6, 19
August 2, 16
Village Board meetings are
being held electronically
until further notice.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
The Village’s Appearance.
Plan, Public Safety and
Sustainable Environmental
Advisory Commissions,
along with the Board of Fire
of Police Commissioners
and Zoning Board of
Appeals, meet virtually.
See the Public Meetings
Calendar at www.skokie.org
for updates. Other advisory
boards and commissions are
expected to resume meeting
in fall 2021. Visit www.
skokie.org for an application
to serve on one of the
Village’s Village advisory
boards or commissions.

A contract for $123,411 with Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd., Rosemont, Illinois, to perform
professional services required to complete the Design Phase II for installation of bicycle lanes on Church
Street from Linder Avenue to McCormick Boulevard. These engineering costs are for improvements
the State of Illinois is requesting at three traffic signals within the project area to safely accommodate
the bicycle lanes. This expenditure is being supported by federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
funds.
A contract for $3.9 million to Arrow Road Construction, Mt. Prospect, Illinois, who was the lowest
responsible bidder for resurfacing approximately five miles of residential streets in Skokie. The firm is
pre-qualified by the Illinois Department of Transportation, and a combination of Motor Fuel and Local
Fuel taxes, as well as Rebuild Illinois funds will support this project that includes sections of 23 Village
streets.
A contract for $2.4 million to Joel Kennedy Constructing, the lowest responsive and responsible bidder,
to install more than 5,000 feet of new water main in various sections of the Village. The firm is prequalifed with the Illinois Department of Transportation and has successfully completed past projects
within the Village.
A resolution approving a Capital Asset Policy for the Village of Skokie, as recommended by the Village’s
outside auditing firm, Lauterbach & Amen, to track and report capital assets that meet certain thresholds
in the Village’s annual Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. This tracking is required by the
Governmental Accounting and Standards Board (GASB). For decades, the Village of Skokie has received
annual recognition from both GASB and the Government Finance Officers Association for adherence
to the highest possible principles in government accounting and annual budgeting development and
transparency.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

SEED Training Information from Skokie Cares
SEED = Seeking Educational
Equity and Diversity
Are you interested in meaningful discussion about issues that
separate us from others in our
community, including race, gender
and cultural differences? Do you
want to take a stand against prejudice and oppression? Are you ready to do the internal reflective work
necessary to create a more inclusive and equitable
community?
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Applications for the Skokie Cares
SEED initiative will be available
starting August 1 at skokiecares.
org. Everyone is welcome to apply,
and people of color, people who
identify as LGBTQ+ and people with
disabilities are strongly encouraged
to apply. Spaces are limited.
Skokie Cares is a community collaboration to welcome and support everyone who lives in Skokie. For more info
visit www.skokiecares.org. ■
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Skokie Police Department Bicycle Patrol Unit
In June 1997, the Skokie Police Department
assembled a seasonal Bicycle Patrol Unit, made
possible through a United States Department
of Justice Local Law Enforcement Block Grant.
The purpose behind this unit is to promote
positive police-citizen interactions in the
community and supplement the conventional
form of police patrol, which has always been by
vehicle. Bicycle Patrol officers are more visible
and accessible to the public, which allows for
an increase in direct citizen contact and lends
to positive police interaction with the public.
Bicycle Patrol offers numerous benefits that
include improved community relations, cost
savings and environmental stewardship.
The Skokie Police Bicycle Patrol Unit consists
of one supervisor and 18 police officers. Skokie
Police Bicycle Patrol officers are required to
complete a rigorous training course and be
certified by the International Police Mountain

dismounts, obstacle negotiations, emergency
skills and legal issues.
During the summer months, Skokie Police
Bicycle Patrol officers are generally assigned to
patrol parks, shopping centers and other areas
best suited for non-motorized patrol. They also
patrol Village events like Skokie’s Backlot Bash,
as Bicycle Patrol officers have the unmatched
ability to be in the center of crowds with the
means to get to other areas quickly.
Members of the Skokie Police Bicycle Patrol Unit
appreciate the positive reception they receive
from so many residents, and look forward to
fostering positive police-community relations for
many years to come.
Bike Association. Skokie Police Bicycle Patrol
officers are taught bicycle safety, maintenance,
riding techniques, approach techniques, tactical

For more information about the
Skokie Police Department, please
visit www.skokie.org. ■

2021 Clean, Green Skokie! and Adopt-A-Street Programs
In spring 2021, lots of people who love Skokie
rolled up their sleeves to clean up litter in the
community. Their efforts were part of the Village’s
annual Clean, Green Skokie! spring litter clean up
program or the ongoing Adopt-A-Street initiative
in which businesses and community groups
commit to cleaning litter from a section of the
community every six months or more.
These groups, families and individuals
participated in the 2021 Clean, Green Skokie!
litter clean up:

Family and Friends
Rose Shoshanah Seidman
The Neatniks – Larry and Barbara
Greenberg
East Prairie School 4th and 5th
Grade Student Leadership
Ewing Nature Club
Go Green Skokie
Girl Scout Troop 41204

Dr. Bessie Rhodes

Cassandra Intagliata

Beth Emet Synagogue

McCracken School Social Justice
Club

The Clean Bunch – The Engstron
and Lajeune Families
The K
Team – The
Mbadugha
Family
(seen to
the left)

The dedicated Adopt-A-Street groups include:
Byline Bank
Skokie Public Library
Turning Point

Chauhan Family

Service Master by Simons

Mrs. Schulman

Fairview School

East Prairie Cleaning Crew

Skokie Chamber of Commerce and
Industry

The Douglas Family
Boys Youth Group from the LDS
Church

The Church Dog Walker - Lee Knohl
Street
The Skokie Community Foundation
Clean Up
Board (seen to the upper right)
The Ehlers

Skokie Caucus Party
Service Master by Zaba
Thanks to everyone who participated in these
programs to keep Skokie a clean and beautiful
community! For more info visit www.
skokie.org or call the Public Works
Department at 847/933-8427. ■
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Meet Village of Skokie Staff!
In this edition, we are pleased to begin a new article series spotlighting Village staff. In coming editions of NewSkokie, as well as in editions of
SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter (subscribe at www.skokie.org), information and photos will be featured of some of the Village’s
nearly 500 dedicated employees. ■
Robert (Rob) Ochoa, Police Officer
Length of time working for the
Village of Skokie Six and a half years. I
was assigned as a School Resource Officer for
the past two years, but will be back on Patrol
beginning this summer.

reality and allows me to sympathize with people
who are struggling. With my strong work ethic
I believe I go above and beyond what my job
“description” entails.
What do you like most about
Skokie? Working for the Skokie Police
Department has allowed me to meet people I
otherwise would not have come in contact with
and be exposed to many different people/cultures
I would have not previously seen. Several of these
people have turned into my close friends.
What was your most interesting
experience while on the job in
Skokie? I came in contact with some current/
former NFL players while on duty which was cool.

What do you like most about your
job? I have the opportunity to help people and
be a positive role model to youth.
Why did you choose a career in
the public safety? When deciding what I
wanted to do for a realistic career I remembered
my junior high D.A.R.E Officer Bill. He was my
first interaction with a police officer and was a
positive role model, and we are still in contact
today. I genuinely enjoy helping people and have
been told I am a good communicator. I believe
I also have a good moral compass that helps
me distinguish between right and wrong. After
deliberating all these and many more factors, I
came to the conclusion that my strengths would
be best suited in a public service career.

What is your proudest
accomplishment in your work for
the Village of Skokie? I was happy that
the “Lip Sync” video was so well received, and I
was very grateful to sing the “National Anthem”
during the Skokie Fourth of July Parade a few
years ago. Some of my proudest moments
include administering first aid and/or CPR to
potentially save someone’s life, and youth that I
had previously interacted with keeping in contact
or coming back years later to say hi!
What are your favorite Skokie
restaurants? Hubs and Grecian Kitchen. I
never had a Gyro until I started working here!
Samantha Maximillian,
Transportation Engineer
Length of time working for the
Village of Skokie Four years

What do you like most about your
job? Every project, permit review and/or
resident concern presents its unique challenges.
But I am able to contribute my experience and
How does your background help you
engineering skills in all of my work. I enjoy the
carry out your job duties and serve
diversity of the work that I do, and I am always
the community? I come from a diverse
focused on bettering the community I serve,
blue collar family. We were never rich, but my
which makes me feel good at the end of the day.
grandparents/parents worked hard to give me
Why did you choose a career in the
a better life than they had. I was never handed
public sector? Serving the public and using
anything, was never the smartest student, but
my education and experience to make an impact
it was instilled from a young age that hard work
for the better are what drives me.
pays off. I believe this keeps me grounded in
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How does your background help you
carry out your job duties and serve
the community? Being fluent in Spanish
has helped me to communicate with contractors
and residents.
What do you like most about
Skokie? I love Skokie’s accessibility to
everything. Although I do not live in Skokie, I
shop in Skokie, I have friends that live in Skokie,
and I love to dine in Skokie.
What is your proudest
accomplishment in your work for
the Village of Skokie? I have had many
proud moments in the past year. From the onset
of the pandemic all departments joined forces to
make weekly phone calls to our most vulnerable
residents to check on them. I was a part of the
vaccination clinic planning meetings, and all
departments brought their best skill sets to make
the vaccination clinic happen before any other
village/town in the area. Lastly, volunteering
at the clinic to help check-in residents for their
vaccines and help them make their second dose
appointments.
What are your favorite Skokie
restaurants? Lao Sze Chuan is definitely one
of the restaurants that has me driving in on the
weekends. ■
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More Outback Summer Concerts at the North Shore Center
Discover Symphony presents Love Wins: A Concert of Change
and Hope
Featured vocalist Cheryl Wilson joins the 4Spiel
String Quartet with a musical presentation of
Duke Ellington, Steven Sondheim, Herb Alpert,
Leonard Cohen, Charlie Chaplin, Etta James,
Queen and Marvin Gaye. Thursday, July 8, 7:30
p.m.

Begun: Heidi Kettenring Sings
Karen Carpenter
Multi-award-winner Kettenring lends her
signature warmth to the beloved hits of Karen
Carpenter. Friday, July 23, 7:30 p.m.

The Okee Dokee Brothers
Justin Lansing and Joe Mailander have been
exploring the outdoors together since they were
kids. Now, as the Grammy-winning Okee Dokee
Brothers, they write songs that encourage kids
and families to get outside and get creative.
Saturday, July 24, 11 a.m.
Chicago Philharmonic - Chicago
Phil Chamber
Join Chicago Phil Chamber for an outdoor
celebration of warmth, beauty, and live music!
Sunday, July 25 and Friday, August 6, 7 p.m.

Guy King: Joy Is Coming – Album
Release Concert with Special Guest
Vocalist Sarah Marie Young
In support of his brand-new album, the 2017
Blues Music Award nominee, Guy King is joined
by singer and wife, Sarah Marie Young who won
a Montreux Vocal Competition judged by Quincy
Jones. Guy King plays fresh and unique music
that displays his natural musical abilities and
one-of-a-kind blend of Blues, Jazz, Soul and
R&B. Thursday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.
Michael Ingersoll’s Artists Lounge
Live Presents We’ve Only Just

The Michael Lerich Jazz Ensemble
Influenced by the great past players like
Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw, local clarinet
virtuoso Michael Lerich brings his swinging
jazz ensemble for a night of exceptional music.
Thursday, July 29, 7:30 p.m.

Theater Wit - Park & Play Cabaret
Walter Stearns and Eugene Dizon, the Jeff
Award-winning producing team, direct a cast
of Chicago’s most beloved musical theatre
performers through a dazzling performance
of fan-favorite Broadway solos and song
selections. Saturday, July 31, 7:30 p.m.
Porchlight Music Theatre presents Broadway in your Backyard
Award-winning Porchlight Music Theatre’s
popular outdoor performance series, Broadway
in your Backyard, comes to the North
Shore Center with additional musicians and
projections to accompany the performers
celebrating family, friends, community and
inspiration! Saturday, August 7, 8 p.m.
Ticket prices vary. For more
information, please visit www.
northshorecenter.org. ■

Wednesdays on the Green and Skokie’s Backlot Bash Updates
The Skokie Chamber of Commerce, the Skokie Park
District, Skokie Public Library and the Village of
Skokie are once again presenting Wednesdays on the
Green with FREE musical entertainment on the Village
Green, 5155 Oakton Street, every Wednesday evening
from July 7 to August 18, 2021 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Bring a chair, blanket, picnic dinner (from your
favorite Downtown Skokie restaurant!), your dancing
shoes, the kids and grandma and grandpa for a great
evening of family fun. For information, please
visit www.skokiechamber.org where a
schedule should be announced soon.

At press time, plans remained uncertain for Skokie’s
Backlot Bash that is typically held in late August in
Downtown Skokie. The Bash usually begins on Friday
evening and ends on Sunday evening, with lots of
great food, a beer tent, dunk tank, live music, carnival
rides, a 5K run, pancake breakfast and many other fun
activities in between that make for a great weekend.
An official announcement will be made
regarding the status of Backlot Bash
in the coming weeks. For updates, visit
www.skokieparks.org. ■
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Come to the Skokie Farmers’ Market!

Open every Sunday morning through November 7
The Skokie Farmers’ Market is open for the 2021 season! Whether customers are looking for
its fruits, vegetables, meats, cheeses, pastries, desserts, honey, flowers, pickles or more, the
Skokie Farmers’ Market has an array of options to appeal to everyone. If you get hungry while
you’re there, you can always pick up a delicious tamale!
Since it was first established in 1975, the Skokie Farmers’ Market has been a beloved community gathering place. Sponsored by the Village’s Consumer Affairs Commission, the market
also features family-friendly entertainment such as musical performances, arts and crafts and
other activities. Be sure to have your Skokie Farmers’ Market loyalty card stamped each week
to receive a free gift!

Crime Tip Hotline
847/933-TIPS (8477)

Public Works
847/933-8427

The Skokie Farmers’ Market is open every Sunday until November 7, 2021, from 7:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. It is located in the west Village Hall parking lot at 5127 Oakton Street with plenty of
free parking available in the surrounding area.

Information
847/673-0500

Signs and Street Lights
847/933-8232

For more information on the Skokie Farmers’ Market, please visit
www.skokie.org ■

Fire Non-Emergency
847/982-5300

Village Manager’s Office
847/933-8210

Police Non-Emergency
847/982-5900

Water Billing
847/933-8418

Animal Control
847/982-5970
Managing Editor/Layout
Ann E. Tennes
info@skokie.org

NewSkokie is printed

on 30% post-consumer
recycled content paper
with vegetable-based ink.
Copyright © 2021

Keep in Touch!
Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

