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Village Vaccinating All Skokie Residents Age 18 and Older
pre-registered Skokie residents. As of early
April, all Skokie residents age 16 and older are
now eligible for a vaccine (pending availability
of Pfizer vaccine for those ages 16 and 17).
Invitations to make a vaccination appointment
are emailed to pre-registered residents based
on the order in which they pre-registered in the
system in their original phase and the amount of
available vaccine each week. Residents are
encouraged to add covid19@skokie.
org to their address book to prevent
the email from going into a ‘spam’
or junk mail folder.

As of Friday, April 9, 2021, the Village had
administered approximately 18,280 doses of
Moderna vaccine. In addition, some 300 doses
were given to the federally qualified health
centers serving Skokie, and an additional 3,750
doses were sent directly to NorthShore University HealthSystem.
Data received from the Illinois Department of
Public Health shows that as of April 12, 2021, a
total of 31,631 Skokie residents have received at
least one dose of vaccine (at Skokie’s clinic and
through other providers), representing:
• 50 percent of Skokie’s total population

•

64 percent of Skokie residents age 18 and
above

•

87 percent of Skokie residents age 65 and
above

A total of 18,393 residents are fully
vaccinated, representing 29 percent
of Skokie’s total population.
The Village’s Health and Human Services
Department has made steady progress
vaccinating eligible Skokie residents since
January, beginning with healthcare workers

Skokie resident Sam Ransom received his first
dose of Moderna vaccine from pharmacy student
Sylvia who joins him in a thumbs-up after
administering the shot!
and residents age 65 and older. A gap in
vaccine availability during February that was
experienced nation-wide slowed Skokie’s effort
for a few weeks, but steady progress resumed
in early March. At press time, the Village offers
two to three vaccination clinics each week for

Skokie’s current positivity rate is 2.94 percent.
Please stay safe and continue to practice the 3
Ws: Wear a mask, Wash your hands and Watch
your Distance!
Skokie residents age 16 and over,
be sure to pre-register for a COVID-19 vaccination at www.skokie.
org. When Pfizer vaccine is received in the future, residents ages
16 and 17 will receive vaccination
invitation emails. ■

May 31, 2021 Memorial Day Observance
The Village of Skokie 2021 Memorial Day observance ceremony will
be held at 11 a.m. on Monday, May
31, 2021 on the Village Green, 5155
Oakton Street, between Skokie Village
Hall and the Skokie Public Library.
Parking is available in both the Village Hall and Skokie Public Library
lots. The observance is coordinated
by the Skokie Fire Department. Health
safety guidelines will be in place,
including social distancing and, if
necessary, wearing masks.
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2021 Vehicle Stickers on Sale June 1 for Display by August 1
Skokie residents will receive vehicle sticker renewal
notices by mail in late May 2021. The renewal period
begins June 1 and runs through July 31. The cost for
passenger vehicles is $40, with additional fees for trucks
and trailers. Payment methods include check and most
major credit cards. All vehicle license stickers must
be displayed on vehicles by August 1. Prices for all
stickers increase by 50 percent on August 1, 2021. The
2021/2022 vehicle sticker will feature the Village’s Clean,
Green Skokie! logo to encourage everyone not to litter
and to do their part to keep Skokie clean and beautiful.
Here’s how to purchase a 2021 vehicle sticker beginning on June 1 as well
as a few other notes on the process:

•

Online at www.skokiestickers.org. This is the most
convenient way to renew since the Village does not charge credit card
processing fees or shipping fees. The portal opens on June 1.

•

By mail. Envelopes are provided with the application forms and are
processed beginning on June 1.

•

Residents should avoid visiting Village Hall and
renew by mail or online. Vehicle stickers purchased
by mail and online are typically received within two
weeks. Residents renewing by mail or online also

can renew their zone parking stickers at
the same time at a cost of $2 each.

•

In-person beginning on Tuesday, June 1 at
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Social
distancing restrictions remain in place and a
mask must be worn when inside the building. The
Finance Department counter can only serve two
customers at a time, and residents should expect
significant wait times when purchasing in-person,
especially during the last two weeks in July.

Pet licenses, which must be renewed each year, can be purchased at the
Finance Department counter. By ordinance, all cats and dogs living in
Skokie are required to have a license. Fees are $25 for animals that are
not neutered or spayed, and $10 for animals that are neutered or spayed.
When purchasing a pet license, please bring a copy of the animal’s rabies
vaccination certificate and veterinary proof of neutering or spaying, if
applicable.
For more information on vehicle licenses, zone parking
stickers or pet licenses, please visit www.skokie.org or
call the Finance Department at 847/933-8432. ■

The Skokie Fire Department Celebrates 140 Years of Service
On May 6, 2021, the Village of Skokie celebrates the Fire Department’s
140 th birthday. After a bucket brigade was unable to extinguish a fire in
the Iserman family home, the community of what was then Niles Centre
recognized the need for improved fire protection. On May 6, 1881,
residents assembled and officially formed the Niles Centre Volunteer Fire
Company.

As Niles Centre grew and eventually became the Village of Skokie, so
too has the Skokie Fire Department evolved. From a dedicated group of
volunteers focused on fire extinguishment with a hand pumper, hose cart,
and horse-drawn ladder wagon to a professional fire department providing
emergency medical, fire prevention, fire suppression, and a wide range
of community services. The Fire Department has grown from a single
firehouse to three fire stations, three ambulances,three engines, two
trucks, one rescue vehicle, one squad and a Battalion Chief vehicle. A total
of 28 Skokie Fire Department members, including officers, firefighters and
paramedics, and always on duty to serve the public.
One thing that has not changed over the 140 years is the organization’s
commitment to service. Happy Birthday Skokie Fire!
For more information about the Skokie Fire Department,
including fire prevention tips, visit the Fire Department
page at www.skokie.org. ■
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Skokie Health and Human Services COVID-19 Vaccination Notes
Village Health and Human Services
staff, along with staff from all Village
departments and numerous community
volunteers, continue to provide several
COVID-19 vaccination clinics each
week for Skokie residents. This chart
shows the progression of Skokie
residents ages 18 and over receiving
at least one dose of vaccine through
April 12, 2021 based on both Village
and Illinois Department of Public Health
data.

Already received a COVID-19
vaccine from another
provider? Please remove
yourself from the Village
database. The link to remove
yourself from the Village’s COVID-19
vaccine database is located in the
first few paragraphs of the vaccination
program Frequently Asked Questions
posted on the home page at www.
skokie.org.

Homebound residents
can request a home visit
to receive the COVID-19
vaccine. The Skokie Health and
Human Services Department is
Individuals who have already
collecting information on Skokie
had COVID-19 should still be
homebound residents who want to
vaccinated. Long-term immunity
This chart shows the number of Skokie residents (overall, age 65+ receive the COVID-19 vaccine. A
does not occur after having the
and age 18+) that have received at least one dose of COVID-19
homebound resident is unable to leave
disease. If you had COVID-19 without
vaccine as of April 12, 2021.
their home due to severe mobility
complications (not hospitalized or did
issues. Persons who are able to leave
not receive plasma or antibodies as
their
home
with
the
assistance
of
one
person are not considered to be
treatment) you must wait at least 10 days after the start of your isolation
homebound.
period to schedule an appointment. You also must be fever-free for at
Here are some important
COVID-19 vaccination
updates:

least 24 hours without using fever-reducing medicine and have improving
symptoms before receiving a vaccine.

If you contract COVID-19 between receiving your first and second doses
of vaccine, you must wait your entire 10-day isolation period before
receiving your second dose of vaccine. The CDC recommends that you
receive the second dose as close to “on-time” as possible, but not during
your 10-day isolation period. If you were hospitalized or received plasma
or antibodies, please call Skokie Health and Human Services at 847/9338252 and ask to speak to a nurse who will ask you questions to determine
the specific time frame for your first dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

If you are homebound or know a loved one that is homebound, please
contact the Village’s COVID-19 hot line 847/779-7726 to register that
homebound resident with the Village. Residents that meet the criteria will
be called by the Village at a future date to have a COVID-19 vaccination
date and time scheduled. Note that due to vaccine availability, it may take
the Village several months to vaccinate all homebound residents. This
program is for Skokie residents only.
For more information on COVID-19 and the Village
response, visit www.skokie.org or call Health and
Human Services at 847/933-8252. ■

COVID-19 Vaccinations Encouraged During Ramadan
Ramadan began on Monday, April 12, 2021
and ends on the evening of May 12, 2021. The
Village has received inquiries from members
of the community concerned about scheduling
a COVID-19 vaccination during Ramadan. On
the home page at www.skokie.org, residents
will find a link to a recent video program by
NHS in Leeds providing reassurance that it
is vital to receive a first or second dose of
COVID-19 vaccine when it is offered - even
during Ramadan - as well as links to a Ramadan
2021 calendar with COVID-19 vaccine info and
an article from a Muslim physician about the importance of COVID-19
vaccinations during Ramadan.

Ramadan is observed by Muslims worldwide
as a month of fasting, prayer, reflection and
community. Islam is the world’s second-largest
religion after Christianity and has more than
one billion followers.
While religious holiday celebrations remain
under COVID-19 restrictions, the Village would
like to remind residents and local businesses
that there may be limited on-street parking
availability during the peak worship times near
mosques in Skokie during the 30-day holiday.
For more information visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Plan a Safe Block Party for Summer 2021!
The Village’s Human Relations
Commission encourages block
parties to foster positive relationships among Skokie neighbors
and build community spirit. With
Phase 4 of Restore Illinois underway, Skokie residents can once
again enjoy small neighborhood
block parties with the following
guidelines in mind:
Guidance for Block Parties:
• Block parties should
limit gatherings to no
more than fifty (50)
people or less. The more
people an individual interacts
with at a gathering and the
longer that interaction lasts,
the higher the potential risk
of becoming infected with or
spreading COVID-19
•

People should stay
home and not participate in a block party
if they:
◊ Show COVID-19 symptoms.
◊ Have tested positive for
COVID-19 and are still in a
required isolation period.
◊ Have been in close contact
with someone infected with
COVID-19 within the last
14 days.

In summer 2020, Suffield Terrace neighbors hosted numerous safe
outdoor gatherings, including this celebration for all of the graduates on
the block that included masks and social distancing with lots of fun, too!
•

•

Tables and chairs
should be set up at
least six (6) feet apart.
Participants of the same
household should sit together.

4

•

Wear face coverings
unless eating or drinking and avoid touching your face.

•

All participants
should have hand
sanitizer with at least
60% alcohol content
available for their

Following is the refuse, recycling
and yard waste collection schedule
for the week of May 31, when
Memorial Day is observed:

For updates on refuse,
recycling and yard waste
collection, please visit
www.skokie.org.

Refuse and Recycling:
Monday collection on Tuesday;
Tuesday collection on Wednesday;
Thursday and Friday collections
unchanged

Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, will be
closed on Monday, May
31 for the Memorial Day
holiday. Regular Village
Hall hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. ■
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•

Maintain six feet
of separation with
those outside of your
household.

Memorial Day Schedules

Yard Waste:
Collection on Saturday, June 5

family’s use during
the block party.

•

Pot-luck style food
sharing, where each
participant brings a
food dish to share
with other participants is discouraged.
Participants who are not from
the same household should
not share foods and/or beverages during the block party.
Self-service of shared foods,
including hot bars, cold bars,
and buffets are discouraged.
Sharing of tables,
chairs, utensils, condiments, grills, etc., is
discouraged.

•

If bag toss, ball games
or other no-contact
games that allow for
social distancing are
played, participants
should use hand sanitizer before and after
playing.

•

Petting zoos and/or
bouncy houses are
prohibited.

Applications for Block Parties are available, but for street
closure only. Until Phase 5 has
been reached, requests for the
Police Command vehicle and Fire
Department apparatus will not be
available for block party visits.
Don’t forget to share photographs
and a description of your creative
ideas for Block Party of the Year!
For general questions about COVID-19 and Illinois’ response and
guidance, please call the Illinois
Department of Public Health at
1-800-889-3931 or email DPH.
SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV.
See more information at
www.skokie.org ■

More Assist-A-Family Thanks
The March/April 2021 edition
of NewSkokie featured an article
thanking the hundreds of generous
community members who donated
to the 2020 Assist-A-Family
program. Unfortunately, a few
donor names were discovered
after the edition went to press,
and we would like to thank these
additional generous donors
for their contributions to this
important community program:

Sarah Bogan
Dennis Clarke
Nina David
Laura Gardner
Sandi Kirschner
Lisette Lagunas
Romina Martinez
Sharyn Reiff
Christin Romeo
Ilana Sales
Kehang Wu
See Assist-A-Family info
at www.skokie.org. ■
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Meet New Skokie Human Resources Director Debra Stinson
In February 2021, Debra Stinson joined the Village’s
staff as Human Resources Director. “The Village of
Skokie is very fortunate to have an individual with
Debra’s experience, educational background and
professionalism as Human Resources Director,”
said Village Manager John Lockerby. The Human
Resources Director is responsible for all human
resource functions including benefits administration,
employee relations, recruiting, compensation, labor
relations and training as well as organizational diversity, inclusion and equity strategies for the Village of
Skokie’s nearly 500-person workforce.
Stinson served as the Vice President of Human
Resources at Spire Hospitality in Deerfield, Illinois for
nearly 20 years. Before that, she held several positions with the City of Chicago, including Director of Human Resources for
the City’s Department of Housing and Deputy Director of the Department of
Revenue in several divisions. Her extensive human resources experience

Community Block Grant Program
The Village of Skokie recently conducted a series of public hearings in
an open and competitive application
process to determine its Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
projects for Program Year 2021-22.
The Village receives CDBG funds
from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) each
year to use for a variety of capital
improvements, housing rehabilitation,
and social services that principally
benefit low/moderate-income Skokie
residents. The program is designed to
primarily fund capital improvements
and rehabilitation activities.
The entitlement grant amount is
$602,373, and the Village also will
re-program $50,000 in grant funds
unspent from previously completed
projects and $7,135 in program income
from homes sold recently that were
previously improved in the Village’s
Home Improvement Program. The
total budget is estimated at $659,508.
The maximum funding distribution allowed for public services is 15% of the
total budget. Construction projects will
be allocated 65% of the total budget.

Construction projects will include
the Village’s Home Improvement and
Neighborhood Enhancement Programs, street resurfacing, the 50/50
sidewalk replacement grant program,
and other buildings and homes
owned by not-for-profit organizations
providing services to Skokie’s most
vulnerable residents.
Public services will include a contribution toward one of the Village’s social
worker positions, plus supporting staff
costs for organizations providing services such as financial, employment,
mental health, substance abuse, and
child abuse counseling; dental care;
and youth and senior services.
For further information
about the CDBG program
and a complete description of budgeted activities,
please visit https://www.
skokie.org/218 or contact
Planner/CDBG Administrator Carrie Haberstich at
847/933-8447. ■

includes employee recruitment and retention programs, negotiating collective bargaining agreements
and developing an employee mentoring or ‘buddy’
system for successfully onboarding new employees.
Stinson holds a Master of Science degree in
Management, Development of Human Resources
from National Louis University’s National College of
Education, and a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from Chicago State University. She is
a licensed and ordained minister, and volunteers as a
prison ministry leader.
“I am so pleased to have the opportunity to work
with the leadership team at the Village of Skokie,”
said Stinson. “They are knowledgeable, experienced,
professional and collaborative. I am looking forward to being a solid
contributor to this amazing team of individuals.” ■

Water Quality Information
Skokie is pleased to report
that the Village’s drinking
water meets all Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
requirements. The 2020 Water
Quality Report will be available
by July 1, 2021. To view the
complete report and learn more
about Skokie’s drinking water
quality, visit www.skokie.org.

periods, the IEPA placed Skokie
on a reduced monitoring
requirement for lead and copper
that requires testing every three
years. Based on Skokie being a
large water supply, a minimum
of 30 samples are required to be
taken during each established
sampling period under reduced
monitoring approved by IEPA.

The Village of Skokie began
conducting lead and copper
monitoring (sampling and
testing) in 1992 when the Lead
& Copper Rule was implemented
by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA).
In 2002, based on Skokie’s
satisfactory sampling results
during the past sampling

For more information
or a paper copy of the
Village of Skokie’s
2020 Water Quality
Report please call the
Environmental Health
Division at 847/933-8484
or send an email to
info@skokie.org. ■
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2021 Construction Projects
It’s construction
season! Following
is an overview of
construction projects
planned for 2021.
Thank you in advance
to Skokie residents
for their patience
with these important
improvement projects.

Summary of
2020 Completed
Construction Projects:
Residential Street
Resurfacing
Resurfacing of over five miles
of residential streets within the
Village was completed.

Water Main
Improvements
Residential Street
The Village replaced water
Resurfacing
mains in several locations
Timetable: April-August
including Lincoln Avenue
The Village will resurface five
Grant funds will support adding three more green alleys to decrease runoff to the
(Cleveland Avenue to Brown
and a half miles of residential
sewer system and promote groundwater recharge. After the 2021 construction
Street), Brown Street (Floral
streets at various locations
season, there will be a total of 10 green alleys in the Village.
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue),
throughout the Village. Other
Keeler Avenue (Dempster Street
Sewer Improvements
IDOT Intersection
projects will increase the total
to Church Street), Kildare Avenue
Timetable: Spring-Summer
Improvements
resurfacing in the Village to seven
(Cleveland Street to Main Street), and
Sewer point repairs throughout the
Timetable: 2021
miles.
Monticello Avenue (Oakton Street to
Village are included with the water
IDOT will improve the intersections
CDBG High Priority
Cleveland Street).
project. The Village also has an
at Skokie Boulevard/Dempster
Patching
annual sewer cleaning program
Street, Niles Center Road/ Dempster Sewer Rehabilitation
Timetable: September
which improves sewer flow and
Street, and Niles Center Road/
Sewer point repairs were completed
The Village will utilize Community
identifies future needs.
Skokie Boulevard. Improvements
throughout the Village. The Village
Development Block Grant funds to
will include right turn lanes, signal
also has an annual sewer cleaning
Sidewalk Improvement
perform full width patching of eligible
modernization and resurfacing.
program which improves sewer flow
Project
streets.
and identifies future needs.
Timetable: Summer
NICOR Gas Main
Water Main Rehabilitation
This maintenance program replaces
Replacement
High-Priority Patching
Timetable: April-July
broken sections of sidewalk.
Timetable: Summer
Program
The Village will replace water mains
Concrete street patching and the
NICOR is working on plans for
This project included full width
in several locations including
replacement of broken curb are
the construction of a transmission
patching throughout the Village.
Kilbourn Avenue (Greenwood Street
included with this project. The main main generally on Keeney Street.
IDOT Street Resurfacing
to Grove Street), Ridgeway Avenue
area of work will be south of Howard The restoration will include street
IDOT had three projects in 2020.
(Oakton Street to Cleveland Street),
Street.
resurfacing along the route.
These includes Golf Road, Lincoln
Ridgeway Avenue (Chase Street to
IDOT Resurfacing Projects NICOR Updates
Avenue, McCormick Boulevard, and
Jarvis Street), Coyle Street (Laramie
Timetable: Summer
Timetable: Summer
the completion of Niles Center Road.
Avenue to Lavergne Avenue), and
IDOT has multiple resurfacing
NICOR is continuing to upgrade
Harvard Terrace (Frontage Road to
IDOT Bridge Improvements
projects scheduled for 2021. These
residential service lines throughout
Long Avenue).
IDOT repaired the Church Street
include Dempster Street, Church
the Village.
Bridge over the Edens Expressway.
Green Alley Improvements Street and Gross Point Road.
MWRDGC Force Main
Timetable: Summer
For more information about
Sewer Improvements
Replacement
The Village has received funding
2021 construction season
Timetable: Various
Timetable: Summer
to install green alleys in three
Sewer lining repairs throughout the
MWRD is preparing construction for projects visit www.skokie.
locations within the Village. Design
Village.
a new sewer main, generally located org or call the Public Works
will be completed this spring and
Engineering Division at
from the plant at Howard Street and
construction is scheduled for the fall. Bike Trail Improvements
847/933-8231. ■
McCormick Boulevard travelling
Timetable: Various
south through the sculpture park
Maintenance on the Sculpture Park
along McCormick, into Lincolnwood.
Bike Trail and additions to the Old
Orchard Path will occur this summer.
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Summer in Skokie!

Let’s all gear up for a fun, safe summer in Skokie! Details on a few events and series are below, with information
on where to get more details as the summer unfolds. Enjoy! ■

Outback Summer Series Concerts at the North Shore Center
The North Shore Center for the Performing
Arts in Skokie, 9501 Skokie Boulevard,
is bringing back it’s popular outdoor
summer concert series that started in 2020.
Performances are staged in the building’s
east parking lot, and tickets are required.
Patrons bring their own chairs, and there
will be a bar and snack concessions.
The Center will follow and adhere to
federal, state and local health guidelines,
prioritizing the health safety of all
performing artists, staff and patrons.
Here is a selection of scheduled shows, with
more to be announced soon:
Fareed Haque is a modern guitar virtuoso
raised in Chicago who is steeped in both
classical and jazz traditions. Friday, June 11,
7:30 p.m.
Porchlight Music Theatre New Faces of 1979
A cast of ten up-and-coming Chicago talents
journey from the start to the finish through the

Chicago Philharmonic Orchestra
Programs announced soon! June 18-20,
7:30 p.m.
Justin Roberts – A Family
Matinee Show!
Three-time Grammy nominee Justin
Roberts is truly one of the “all-stars” of the
indie family music scene. Saturday, July 3,
11 a.m.

1979 musical season on Broadway. Saturday,
June 12, 7:30 p.m.
Music Theater Works - Legends of
the 50s and 60s
A performance filled with beloved hits from the
50s and 60s featuring songs made famous by
iconic names like Buddy Holly, The Supremes,
The Temptations, Elvis and many others. June
17-27, times vary
Ensemble Español Spanish Dance
and Music Festival
Sundays, June 27, July 25 and August 8, 7 p.m.

2021 Skokie Farmers’ Market
The 2021 Skokie Farmers’ Market is
just around the corner so mark the
date and don’t be late! The Market
opens on June 6 and continues
very Sunday until November 7 from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Market shoppers will discover
the season’s freshest variety
of fruits, vegetables, flowers,
plants, meats and cheese, bread,
pastries, condiments, desserts
and much more! The 2021 Market
management team includes Market
Manager Nasko Pelinkaj and
Assistant Market Manager Jennifer
Engel.
See www.skokie.org for
announcements and
updates, and to subscribe

to the Market’s weekly
e-newsletter! Be sure to
follow the Skokie Farmers’
Market on Facebook and
Instagram. ■

Signed, Sealed, Delivered:
John-Mark McGaha Sings Stevie
Wonder
Saturday, July 17, 7:30 p.m.
Maxwell Street Klezmer Band
Audiences of all backgrounds have been
delighted by internationally touring, but
home-grown Maxwell Street’s high-energy
performances. Tuesday, August 3, 7:30 p.m.
Ticket prices will vary. For
more information, visit www.
northshorecenter.org. ■

Fourth of July Festivities
At press time, plans are pending for
Fourth of July celebrations in Skokie
on Sunday, July 4. It is uncertain
if the annual Skokie Fourth
of July Parade and fireworks
celebration will take place, but
more information will be posted
at www.skokie.org soon. ■

Wednesdays on the Green!

The Skokie Chamber of Commerce has once again teamed up with
the Skokie Public Library, Skokie Park District and Village of Skokie
to bring you another summer of FREE live musical entertainment and
fun on Wednesday nights from July 7 to August 18, 2021. The event
takes place on the Village Green at 5155 Oakton Street, between Skokie
Village Hall and the Skokie Public Library. If it rains, the event moves
into the Skokie Public Library Auditorium.
See the Wednesdays on the Green 2021 schedule
soon at www.skokiechamber.org ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:
A contract with Currie Motors, Frankfort, Illinois, for purchase of two hybrid vehicles that will be used by
the Water Meter Division of the Public Works Department. The new vehicles replace two existing vehicles
that each exceed 90,000 miles of usage that will be sold at a regional auction.

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of
each month. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
May 3, 17
June 7, 21
Village Board meetings are
being held electronically
until further notice.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
The Village’s Appearance,
Plan, Public Safety and
Sustainable Environmental
Advisory Commissions,
along with the Board of Fire
of Police Commission and
Zoning Board of Appeals
continue to meet virtually.
See the Public Meetings
Calendar at www.skokie.
org for meeting updates.
Other advisory boards and
commissions are expected
to resume meeting in 2021.
Visit www.skokie.org for
an application to serve on
a Village advisory board or
commission.

A contract with ImageTrend, Lakeville, Minnesota, for annual maintenance on the Skokie Fire Department
records management software. The system is fully integrated to interface with additional software
platforms used by the department, providing personnel with real-time field data access as well as other
important operations functions.
Contracts for parkway tree planting with both the Acres Group, Wauconda, Illinois and St. Aubin Nursery
in Kirkland Illinois to replace an estimated 200 to 300 parkway trees throughout the Village. Trees will be
planted according to the best possible variety given the location and planting season.
An ordinance abating $3.5 million in property taxes authorized for funding principal and interest on
outstanding bonds. Of the total $4.1 million authorized for this purpose, the Village has only levied just
over $558,000, abating the remainder to Skokie tax payers in order to maintain the Village’s $15.4 million
property tax levy that was first established in 1990. The property tax levy has been frozen at this amount
for more than 30 years as a result of economic development efforts and austere annual budgeting to
provide the community with excellent services while maintaining fiscal conservancy.
A ‘pay as you go’ grant to Sketchbook Brewing Company, 4901 Main Street, which opened in summer
2020. The $150,000 grant is from the Village’s Downtown Science & Technology Tax Increment
Financing District and will be used as reimbursement for several extraordinary costs associated with
construction of the brewery and taproom while in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
A contract to purchase 17 complete sets of firefighter safety gear from W.S. Darley & Company, Itasca,
Illinois, to replace an equivalent number of sets of fire safety gear purchased more than five years ago.
Fire safety gear is an essential component of personal protective equipment work by Skokie firefighters.
Based on industry standards, manufacturer’s recommendations and the routine exposure to heat, smoke
as well as wear and tear from being used, fire safety gear has a useful life of five years.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for
public comments. Residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings
live-streamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN)
or channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting and are available for viewing on the
Village’s YouTube channel. ■

Village FY22 Budget Hearing Schedule
The Village’s hearings for the Fiscal Year 2022
Budget are scheduled to begin at 6:15 p.m. on May
10, 13 and 20, 2021.

Manager’s Office, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077 or via the Village’s drop box located by the
public entry on the west side of Village Hall.

The proposed budget that runs through April 30,
2022, will be posted at www.skokie.org in late April,
2021. All residents are invited to watch the meetings
live-streamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision
cable channel 25 (RCN) or channel 17 (Comcast).

The Village has a long history of responsible,
transparent budgeting that, for decades, has received
awards and honors from government finance associations. The Village’s current $15.4 million property
tax levy has been frozen at that rate since 1990.

Comments may be submitted by email to
publiccomments@skokie.org with ‘Budget Hearing
Comment’ in the subject box either before or during
the hearings, by mail to Village of Skokie, Village

For more information on the Village’s
budget visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Skokie Police Department
Community Engagement
The Skokie Police
Department wants
to hear from you
to discover new
and better ways
on how we can
further establish
and strengthen
alliances with
the Skokie community, develop
relationships and get to know the
people we serve.

interpersonal
interactions and
a true effort to
understand each
other. Officers
should be
accessible and
approachable to
build relationships
in the community they serve.

Furthermore, community buy-in
is necessary to succeed, and
The department is committed to
the department is focused on
serving and supporting a safe,
upholding its commitment to
healthy and vibrant community.
the community. The department
The department’s spirit and work
encourages conversation, input
are guided by a guardian mindset,
and collaboration from community
and we recognize that our role as
members and stakeholders
protectors is rooted in empathy,
to further develop community
understanding, and mutual respect. engagement and effective
The department understands that
communication.
the authority given to us is only
Please send your
effective if we are valued, trusted
ideas for Skokie Police
and respected by the community.
Department community
Together with community members
and stakeholders, Skokie Police
can develop strategies that erode
barriers and build bridges around
shared objectives and a common
purpose. Bridging the gap requires

engagement to the Crime
Prevention/Community
Relations Unit at 847982-5923 or email, crime.
prevention@skokie.org. ■

Notes

Summer Safety in the Pool From
the Skokie Fire Department
If you own a pool or spa, it’s critical
to ensure the safety of everyone
– and particularly children – in
and around the water. Here are
important safety tips from the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission to help protect your
family and friends:

•

•

Always watch your children
when they’re in or near a pool
or spa. If multiple adults are
present, designate one of
them to watch the children for
a designated amount of time
and then rotate.
Teach children basic water
safety tips and enroll them in
swimming lessons.

•

Keep children away from
pool drains, pipes, and other
openings.

•

Don’t rely on fun toys such
as water wings or noodles to
keep children safe. Fit them
with an appropriate personal
floatation device.

•

Always have these items
nearby: portable telephone,
first aid kit, flotation device,
and a pair of scissors to cut

hair, clothing, or a pool cover
if needed.

•

If a child is missing, look for
him or her in the pool or spa
first.

•

Learn to perform CPR on
children and adults.

•

Village code requires a
minimum four-foot-high
fence with self-closing and
self-latching gates. Install and
use a lockable safety cover on
your spa.

•

Install pool and gate alarms
to alert you when children go
near the water.

Following these water
safety steps by the pool
is a good way to ensure
a great experience for
everyone. ■

Update: Community Review - Skokie Police Department Use of Force Policy
The Village’s Public Safety Commission
continues its work on a community review of
the Skokie Police Department’s use of force
policy. The project began in 2020 as Mayor
Van Dusen pledged would occur when taking
the Obama Foundation’s Reimagining Policing
Pledge. Members of the Village’s Human
Relations Commission are participating in the
review process, as are representatives from 16
community groups.
Participants attended virtual meetings from October through February to
both learn about the current use of force policy, community policing and
crime prevention programs and provide input on possible policy changes,
community engagement and policy initiatives. In March, commissioners
spoke with members of the Skokie Police Department regarding the policy.
A draft recommendation from the commission for the Village Board is
expected to be developed in late spring. The draft report will be posted

on the Village website for at least three
weeks during which further public review
and comments will be invited from the entire
community. A link to the draft report will be
posted on the home page at www.skokie.
org, and announcements of its availability for
review will be included in SkokieNews, the
Village’s electronic newsletter that is published
each Tuesday afternoon (subscribe at www.
skokie.org). After all community comments
are considered by the commission members in mid-summer, a final
recommendation report will be presented to the Village Board.
For more information on this project, including links
to documents considered during the process to date
and links to meeting videos, visit www.skokie.org/1200/
Skokie-Police-Use-of-Force-Policy-Commun. ■
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Notes

Spring/Summer Call for Photos!
The Skokie Fine Arts
Commission is pleased to
launch a new community
photography exhibit, Warm
Days, Warm Hearts in
Skokie. Anyone who lives,
works or plays in Skokie
is welcome to submit up
to three photographs that
capture a glimpse of spring
and summer in the community.
The commission encourages photos that
also show people enjoying the beautiful
weather in all areas of Skokie, such as this
image of Skokie resident David L. Dotson
detailing a cool classic car in his Skokie
driveway last summer.
Images captured on both traditional
cameras and mobile devices are all

accepted, and jpg files
are preferred. All photos
must include information
about the location in the
community where the
image was taken, and
captions are welcome but
are subject to editing in
part or in total. Images
will be accepted through
August 31, 2021. By submitting images
the artist agrees to allow the Village
of Skokie to use the images in other
printed and electronic outreach materials.
Parent/guardian permission needed for
photographers under age 18.

Mask Up, Skokie!
This poster is on display at many Skokie businesses as a
reminder to all that per Village ordinance, masks must be
worn when inside Skokie stores and restaurants.
We are getting close to the end of the
COVID-19 pandemic - please do your part
and be safe! ■

See more information at www.
skokie.org and submit photos
to info@skokie.org. ■

Thanks for a Successful Restaurant Month!
During February 2021, Village staff
visited the vast majority of Skokie’s 140
local restaurants/
café’s in the
“SkokieWeGotThis”
car to encourage
the community
to “Carry On and
Carry Out”.
Many of Skokie
classics as well

as some new restaurants are now safely
operating at higher capacity since our
region moved into Phase 4. They continue
to count on your support!
Please visit www.skokie.org
for a complete summary of
restaurants that are open and
ready to serve the community,
many with outdoor dining to
enjoy during warm weather! ■

Juneteenth Celebration Plans

At press time, plans are shaping up for a community-side celebration of
Juneteenth, the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending
of slavery in the United States dating back to June 19, 1865, when Union
soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston,
Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now
free. Skokie’s celebration is planned to include an opening ceremony
on June 18 at 6 p.m. at the Village Green, 5155 Oakton Street, activities
at the Skokie Public Library, events from the Skokie Park District, a
pancake breakfast and more. Final details will be posted when
available at www.skokie.org, as well as on the Skokie
Park District and Skokie Public Library websites. ■

Coming Together With Care
Starting in May,
Coming Together
for Our Community
will feature two
community
projects: fighting
isolation and food
insecurity. Coming Together with
Care seeks to alleviate social and
psychological isolation through
a postcard and phone call
campaign. To help alleviate food
insecurity, organizations, schools
and businesses around Niles
Township will install permanent

“Little Free Pantries”
that will be stocked
with non-perishable
food and toiletry
items.
For more info
about the
Coming Together with
Care, a location map of
“Little Free Pantries”
and how to help, visit
www.comingtogether.
in or facebook.com/
comingtogetherskokie.
■
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It Takes a Village...
The Village of Skokie’s COVID-19 vaccination clinics, led by the Health
and Human Services Department, are possible because of the efforts of
countless individuals. From the generous leadership team at Arie Crown
Day School that are allowing use of their Frontage Road facility at no cost,
to the staff from all Village departments who assist at each clinic, the staff
from the Skokie Park District, Public Library who work the clinics and
answer COVID-19 hot line calls and the dozens of Medical Reserve Corps
and community volunteers that also assist, it truly takes a Village.
Volunteers include retired nurses, pharmacists and physicians; nursing
and pharmacy students and faculty from Oakton Community College

Notes
and North Park College as well as Skokie residents and even recentlyretired Skokie Police Chief Tony Scarpelli who want to give back to
the community. The gratitude from those receiving vaccinations, as
well as the wonderful show of love and care given by family members
who accompany some of the most vulnerable, is heartwarming for all
involved.
We hope you enjoy the pictures below that capture the
community spirit of the Village’s vaccination clinics.
For more information about volunteering, visit the
Medical Reserve Corps page at www.skokie.org. ■
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2021 Skokie Business of the Year
Nominate Your Favorite Skokie Business!
Spring is here and so is the 2021 Business
of the Year award nominations. Do you know
a business that goes above and beyond for
their customers? Do you know a business that
has new or improved product or service that
others should know about? Please nominate
them for 2021 Business of the Year!
It’s been a trying year for the Skokie business
community - please show your support by
nominating your favorite Skokie business to
receive the 2021 Business of the Year Award.
Each year, the Consumer Affairs Commission
sponsors this Awards initiative to recognize
Skokie businesses that go above and beyond
to serve the community.
Fill out and submit a nomination
form online at www.skokie.org by
August 31, 2021. The winner, a
few runners-up and a list of those
receiving honorable mentions will
be published in NewSkokie and
SkokieNews later this year, and
the winner will be recognized at a
Village Board meeting. Only one

vote per person, please. The Business of the
Year winners for the past three years are not
eligible to win this year: 2020 – Kaleidoscope
Dance; 2019 - Skokie Theatre; 2018 - Ace
Hardware. Any and all other Skokie businesses providing goods or services is eligible.
Nominated businesses will be contacted by
the Consumer Affairs Commission and asked
to complete and submit a form with more
information about their business.
See www.skokie.org for the Business of the Year nomination form
and a list of Skokie businesses
that are open and ready to serve
the community! Shop local in
Skokie early and often! ■
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■
4/20/21 7:05 AM

