1932—2007
Seventy-Five Years Serving
and
Protecting Our Community

This booklet is dedicated to
the memory of:

James R. Halas, Sr.

Chief Halas served the Village of Skokie from
1955 until his retirement in 2003. Starting as a
patrolman, he worked his way through the
ranks; detective, sergeant, lieutenant and captain, and retired as Chief of Police. Not only
was he an exceptional leader, he was also a
friend to everyone who worked for and with
him. He was more than a gentleman, he was a
gentle man.
He will be missed.

Early Niles Center
In 1884, the 250 residents of Niles Centre were served by: Fairview School, two meat markets, two
blacksmith shops, three greenhouses, three churches, five stores and six saloons.
In October 1888, the Village hired Adam Dotzauer as the "Night Constable" at a salary of
$1.00 per week.
From 1888 until 1899, Andrew Schmitz was
the Village Magistrate. The calaboose (jail
cell) was in the back room of Schmitz tavern.
During this period, there were no paved roads
in the Village. The Village had a magistrate
until 1932, when the Niles Center Police Department was formally organized.
In 1892, John Noesen owned the first motor car
in the Village. Henry Heinz was the second
citizen of the Village to own a motor car.
John W. Brown was appointed Village Magistrate for the years of 1900 through 1911. One
of the highlights of his term included a Village
ordinance being passed that barred people under the age of 15 from the street after eight
P.M.

Schmitz’s Tavern (Later known as Duffy’s Tavern)
was located on the west side of Lincoln Ave. at Warren. The building was razed in 1967 to make way for a
parking lot.
Photo Courtesy of Skokie Historical Society

In 1910, the English spelling of Niles Centre was abandoned and the “Americanized” version, Niles
Center is adopted.
Although the exact date is unknown, in late September or early October 1910, a major fire started in a
barn behind Melzer's Saloon near Lincoln and Oakton. Most of Niles Center's business district was destroyed. The fire occurred on a "market day" and there were many non-residents in town. Looting became a major problem, so Mayor George Klehm mobilized an emergency group of Village residents as
policemen to protect the goods.
Henry Remke served as Village Magistrate from 1912 to 1915. In 1913, law enforcement officials began rounding up horse thieves in Cook County, alleged by some to have more rustlers than the combined
areas of Texas, Wyoming and the Dakotas. Some of the thieves, it is believed, hid out in the huge
Skokie Marsh which spread northward from Niles Center. At that time, present day Main Street was the
northern-most border of the Village of Niles Center.
In 1913, construction of the first mile of paved concrete road in Cook County, outside of Chicago, was a
stretch of road that is the present day Church Street, from Niles Center Road east to Keeler Avenue.

1

Some time after Andrew Schmitz’s term as Constable, the jail cells were relocated from the back
room of his tavern to under the stairwell at Niles
Center’s fire station located at 8031 Floral. The
old fire station is now the home of the Skokie Historical Society. The original cells were removed
when the Police Department relocated to the Village Hall but have since been restored thanks to the
efforts of Firefighter Ron Smith.

Restored Jail Cell

Photo courtesy of Skokie Historical Society

Phillip Prohacki became the Village Constable in 1916, and served alone until 1921 when William
Strum was hired as the Village’s first motorcycle policeman. For his duties, Prohacki was paid $100.00
per month. When Constable Prohacki passed away, Strum was promoted to Constable and he too
worked alone until 1924, when Robert Bowman was hired as a motorcycle policeman.
In 1925, Charles Holmes became the Constable under Mayor John E. Brown, and Bill Strum went back
to motorcycle patrol. Officer Strum ultimately lost his leg in a motorcycle accident while on duty. He
later opened Strum’s Tavern (now Principals) in the 4300 block of Main Street. Robert Bowman became the first official retiree of the Skokie Police Department, retiring May 1, 1945.
In 1925, bootlegging was at an all-time high in Niles Township, which included the Village of Niles
Center.
When the construction of the new Village Hall was completed in 1927, the Police Department was located in the lower level.
A squad car equipped with a short-wave radio was purchased for Niles Center in 1931.
In 1932, Mayor George Blameuser formally organized the Police Department and appointed Ted Gorark
as the chief. At that time, there were six men on the Police Department with most of the patrolling done
on motorcycles.
The Village’s first bank robbery took place on April 7, 1933
at the National Bank of Niles Center. Three armed bandits
entered the bank and during the robbery shot and killed the
cashier, Harry Mueller of Morton Grove. The three armed
bandits were later captured and sent to prison. In January of
1934, the National Bank of Niles Center failed and went into
receivership. The location became a Pontiac dealership and
later Skokie Paint and Wallpaper. The original vault (now
used as an office) and safe remain as they were in 1933.
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In the September 27th, 1934 issue of the Niles Center News it
was reported that there had been nineteen traffic deaths so far
during the year, giving the Village one of the worst per-capita
totals in the United States. Six of those fatalities occurred in a
30-day period at the intersection of Skokie and Golf. The Chief
of Police urged the State Highway Department to install traffic
signals at the intersection. At this time, the population of the
Village was a mere six-thousand residents.
On October 4th, 1934, Police Captain A. C. Stolberg reported
results of a speed trap which caught 180 speeders. This was implemented in an attempt to reduce traffic deaths.
On November 28th, 1934, Ray Haben of Haben’s Funeral Home received a tip that a
nude body had been dumped in a ditch just north of Saint Paul’s Cemetery on Harms
Road. The body was that of Lester Gillis, AKA “Baby Face Nelson.” Nelson had
been mortally wounded in a gun battle in Barrington, Illinois. During the gun fight,
“Baby Face” shot and killed two FBI agents. His body had been dumped by his wife
Helen and long time “partner in crime,” John Paul Chase.
Note: Lester Gillis hated being called “Baby Face.” He stood five feet, four inches
tall, but preferred being called “Big George!”

Two-way radios were
first installed in the
Niles Center squad
cars in February 1938.

Officers are in constant communications with headquarters using
two-way radios. The frequency is shared with 12 other communities in the area. The Police Sergeant uses a custom built radio remote control unit to call one of his vehicles.
To the right is the base station transmitter.

As of May 1940, Police Chief Ted Heinz
earned $185.26 per month.

Badge and Hat Shield worn by Chief Ted
Heinz. Courtesy of Dr. Ted Heinz D.D.S.
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An ordinance to change the name of the Village from Niles Center to Skokie was passed on October 1,
1940.
November 14th, 1940, was the last day the Village was known as Niles Center.
November 15th, 1940, was the first day the Village became known as Skokie.
Prior to switching to the decal type Village vehicle sticker, the Village used metal license plate type tags
that were affixed to the license plates on the vehicles.

Niles Center and Skokie Village vehicle tags are courtesy of Lee Hartung of
the Hartung Museum in Glenview, Illinois

The Village of Skokie remained a fairly small community through the 1940’s and early 1950’s. As the
population increased, it became necessary to increase the size of the Police Department. The Department grew from 15 Officers in 1940, to 26 Officers in 1950, and by 1960 the Department had increased
to 70 Officers. In 1956, a new modern police station was built on the wedge of land bounded by Lincoln,
Main and Laramie. By 1966, it was necessary to build an addition to the building.

Year

Population

Police Officers

1900 -------------------529 ----------------------1
1910 -------------------568 ----------------------1
1920 -------------------763 ----------------------2
1930 -----------------5,007 ----------------------6
1940 -----------------7,122 ---------------------15
1950 ----------------14,832 --------------------26
1960 ----------------59,364 --------------------70
1970 ----------------68,627 -------------------127
1980 ----------------60,278 -------------------114
1990 ----------------59,432 -------------------106
2000 ----------------63,348 -------------------110
2007 ----------------66,659 -------------------112
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One of the most unusual calls that the police responded to during
1966 involved someone draping a dead octopus over the steering
wheel of someone else’s car.

Like all of the Chicago area in January 1967, Skokie was snowed in and the Police Department had to
improvise. Patrolling was done on a borrowed snowmobile. The police even made emergency grocery
runs for people who couldn’t get out.

In 1969, a study was conducted regarding the
uniforms worn by Skokie Police Officers. A
police department in Colorado had recently
switched their Officers from a conventional
uniform to a blazer-type coat, and a number
of the Officers on the Skokie Police Department volunteered to participate in a “Blazer
Program” of their own. The idea was to
soften the image of the police officer from a
military-type uniform to more civilian-type
attire.
The program continued until 1972, when
Northwestern did a survey of the citizens of
Skokie as to how they felt about the “Blazer
Program.” The general consensus was it
didn’t matter to them what the police were
wearing as long as they showed up when
needed.
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On June 25, 1978, after numerous court battles that began in October of
1976, Frank Collin and his American Nazi Party, through the efforts of
the ACLU, finally won the right to hold a rally at the Skokie Village Hall.
Over 5,000 survivors of the Holocaust resided in the Village, and this
demonstration would have been extremely offensive to them.
The Police Department was well prepared for the rally scheduled for July
9, 1978, with mutual aid provided by surrounding communities as well as
the State Police. While enroute to Skokie, Collin and his group learned
that Chicago had granted them permission to hold a rally at Marquette
Park . The group returned to the expressway and headed back to Chicago.
In 1981, a movie starring Danny Kaye was released depicting the events.
The movie was titled ‘Skokie” and a few of the Skokie Police Officers had
bit parts.

As the Village’s population increased, so did the Police Department, and the Police Department ultimately outgrew the facility that had opened in 1966. A renovation of the building began in early 1984 and was completed
in 1985. The new station was considered state-of-the-art. The cells were monitored and the communications
center was completely computerized including enhanced 911.

Renovation in progress

Renovation completed

The main entrance to the facility was moved from the Lincoln Avenue side to the Laramie Avenue side. The
courtroom, which was on the second floor, was relocated to the District 2 Court building on Old Orchard Road.
The pistol range, which is located in the basement, was also updated with a state-of-the-art ventilation system.

Communications 1965

Communications 2007
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Accreditation In 1988, the Skokie Police Department became one of
the first 100 agencies in the country to achieve this prestigious status.
In order to become accredited a law enforcement agency voluntarily
seeks to demonstrate their combined ability to meet or exceed approximately 450 nationally recognized standards. These standards were
designed to: increase agency abilities to prevent and control crime;
increase agency effectiveness and efficiency; increase communications
with other elements of the criminal justice system; and increase the
confidence of both citizens and employees in the goals, practices, and
procedures of the agency. The Department was reaccredited in 1993,
1998, 2001, 2004, and is preparing to be reaccredited again in 2007.

The Village of Skokie also celebrated it’s centennial during the
spring of 1988. There were many celebrations, including a large
birthday party that was hosted by the Old Orchard Shopping
Center. The Police Department joined in the festivities by having a few Officers dressed in 1888 style uniforms to assist with
crowd control and to answer any questions that those in attendance might have.

In December 2000, the Village of Skokie was again the target of
a radical group. The Wisconsin branch of the Ku Klux Klan held
a rally at the Cook County Courthouse located on Old Orchard
Road. Even before the 19 Klan members arrived, violence had
broken out in the crowd of nearly 400 counter-demonstrators.
Protesters were angry because they couldn’t get past police lines,
and threw snowballs containing stones and batteries. Four
Skokie squad cars, as well as a Glenview and Forest Preserve
District squad car, were damaged. Damage included side mirrors
being ripped off, tires slashed and windows broken. There were
about 20 arrests made.
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Transportation Through The Years

During the 1930’s, the streets were patrolled
using motorcycles.

In 1935, Niles Center purchased a new Ford
squad car.

This newspaper photo displaying new
style uniforms is dated 1948. The squad
car appears to be a mid-forties model.

This photo taken in 1947 shows a late 1940’s squad
car. An emergency light is mounted on the front
fender.
Courtesy Marie Dahm collection

The Department had switched to Plymouth squad
cars in 1954. Note the “Police” sign on the hood
and the single “Gumball” type emergency light on
roof.

In 1949, various civic organizations donated three
new Fords to the Village.

Courtesy Marie Dahm collection
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This photo, taken in 1954 or 1955, shows that motorcycles were still the popular mode of patrol.

This newspaper photo is of 1956 and 1957 Ford squad cars
along with one of the motorcycles. Note that the only markings
on the cars were on the hood. (Courtesy Marie Dahm Collection)

(Courtesy Dan Coursey collection)

Police marking from 1950’s Skokie squad
car. These were the only markings used on
the cars.

In the early 1960’s, the radar unit was mounted on the
outside of the squad car

(Courtesy of Lee Hartung, Hartung Museum)
(Glenview, IL)

A fleet of new 1964 Ford squad cars are parked on the ramp
at the police station. Note the station wagon. This was used
when the police department responded to ambulance calls.

The “Traffic Unit” in 1963.

In 1966, the switch was made from the single bubble
red light to double bubble red and white emergency
lights.

During the 1980’s, the markings remained the same but
the visa-bar were red plastic caps . As seen by the
squad in the background, the Department experimented
with a compact squad car.
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The Department switched to a black and white color
scheme in the mid 80’s. The plastic cover on the visabar was clear with rotating red and white lights.

In 2004, the design of the squad car markings were again
changed to more modern markings. The visa-bar is the low
profile type with red and blue emergency lights.

In the early 90’s, the color scheme was changed to
dark blue with white stripes. The visa-bar was more
aero dynamic.

In 2007, the Police Department purchased a squadrol. Prior to 2007, prisoners were transported in a
converted van or the back seat of a squad car.
Multiple prisoners can be transported in this vehicle.

Vehicles in Department – 1959
6 Squad Cars
2 Ambulance Station wagons
1 Mercury – Chief’s Car
1 Pontiac – Commanding Officers’ Car
1 Unmarked Detective Bureau Car
1 Dog Wagon
1 Cushman Truckster for Meter Maid
4 3-Wheel Motorcycles
4 Solo Motorcycles
PERSONNEL IN 1959
Parking meters were installed in downtown
Skokie in 1955. Although the meters were installed and functional, parking tickets had yet to
be printed. At that time, the fine was as follows:
$1 if paid within first 24 hours, $2 for a 48 hour
period and $3 to $50 beyond these time limits.
Courtesy Marie Dahm Collection

1 Chief
3 Lieutenants
4 Detectives
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2 Captains
9 Sergeants
40 Patrolmen

Of Historical Note...
Chicago Daily Tribune; Dated November 3, 1932

Chief of Police Charles M. Holmes of Niles Center was
seriously injured last night in an automobile accident at
Keeler Avenue and Dempster Street. The Niles Center
Police had been asked to send aid when a taxicab conveying several persons, who had received minor hurts in
an earlier accident to a hospital, stalled at the intersection. The Chief went to investigate.
When he arrived, the cab driver had placed the injured in
a passing car and abandoned the cab. Chief Holmes entered the vehicle, which was parked at the edge of the
concrete. The cab was then struck by another car,
driven by George A. Dexter, 135 South Waiola Avenue,
LaGrange. Chief Holmes suffered a fractured collar
bone and other injuries. He was taken to the St. Francis
Hospital in Evanston.

Chicago Daily Tribune; Dated August 24, 1937
Niles Center police bicycle squads began pedaling
through the suburb last night in search of prowlers.
The idea, as Chief Ted Heinz explained, is that policemen on bicycles can cover more territory at little expense. And to make sure they do, the Chief said, each
bicycle is equipped with mileage meters so the distance
patrolled each night can be checked. The bicycles are
to be used in addition to regular squad cars.
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In the early 1950’s, due to a shortage in the
police budget, Officers had to resort to making their own bullets. They melted lead,
mixed with tin, and reloaded old shell casings.

Chief William Griffin was helping raise his
grandson, Billy Grist, and had an authentic police uniform made for him.

In 1957, the Skokie Police Benevolent Fund benefited from the sale of
tickets to the baseball spectacle presented September 1 at Thillen stadium, Devon and Kedzie. Turtell-Edidin’s All-Star Nine matched skill
and wit with the King and His Court, four-man team, and came out on
the short end of an 8 to 2 score.
At left, the photographer caught this young fellow red-handed, but neither Sergeant Wally Dahm (holding pail) nor Chief William C. Griffin
seemed disturbed. Reaching for the name of a prize winner is Kirk Filipowski, son of Sgt. Ken Filipowski. Standing by is Bobby Kruger, son
of Sgt. Robert Kruger.
(Note: In 2007, Kirk Filipowski is Deputy Chief of the Glenview, Illinois
Police Department.)

August 1959

The copy of the letter above is dated February 2, 1947.
An officer, whose name has been deleted, was fined five
days pay for violating department rules.
His five days pay totaled $35.00.
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November 1988

Organizational Charts 1959 to Present
Compare this 1959 Organizational Chart to the same type of chart for today’s Police
Department which appears on the next page. As you can see, things have changed!
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2007

The Department Today

The Skokie Police Department today is headed by Chief Barry Silverberg who, like his predecessor James Halas
Sr., came up through the ranks and has served the community for over 30 years. Chief Silverberg’s goal is to provide the community with the best service possible and to provide his department with state-of-the-art equipment.
Today's Skokie Police Officer is required to have a minimum of 60 hours of college credit to be hired, and a bachelors degree to attain promotion to upper ranks.
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Field Operations
Patrol Division
The Patrol Division of the Skokie Police Department is the largest component of the agency. The
Patrol Division is divided into three shifts in order to provide 24-hour police service. Responsibilities include responding to both emergency
and non-emergency calls for service from the
public, in addition to handling special assignments, self-initiated activities and addressing
community concerns. Patrol Officers are responsible for protection of life and property, and to
help maintain peace, order and safety for all.
Community Service Officers (CSO’s) assist the Patrol Division with myriad tasks including parking
enforcement, abandoned vehicles, private parking crash reporting, traffic control, and staffing the
front desk.

Investigations Division
The Investigations Division is responsible for follow-up investigation of all crimes reported to the
Police Department. In order to increase the likelihood of solving each crime, cases are assigned to
one of 11 detectives, each of whom has been extensively trained in the investigation of specific
crimes.

Police K-9 Unit
The Police Department’s first K-9 Unit was implemented in 1996.
Officer Victor Paez served as the K-9 handler for Thunder, until
Thunder’s retirement from service in the winter of 2004. Officer
Matthew Raia was the second K-9 handler with his partner Dino.
Officer Jeff Groberski is the current K-9 handler. The dog is used
to search for and apprehend criminal suspects, track missing persons and further community interaction. Dino has also been trained
to search for various types of narcotics.
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Evidence Technician Program
Evidence Technicians are trained in crime and accident scene processing,
and are assigned to each of the three Watches to ensure 24-hour per day
coverage. The Unit receives numerous hours of training every year.

Tactical Intervention Unit
The Skokie Police Department has both a Hostage Negotiation
Team and a special purpose Tactical Intervention Team in order to
better serve and protect the citizens of Skokie. The teams are activated only in the event of extraordinary incidents such as a hostage
or barricaded subject, terrorist situation, civil unrest, or when VIP
protection is deemed necessary. Calendar year 2005 represented
the first full year in which the Tactical Intervention Unit included
Police Officers trained as Emergency Medical Technicians. While
only used on an as-needed basis, the team trains monthly to maintain a state of readiness.

Tactical Mission
In direct response to recurring criminal concerns and specific crime patterns, the Skokie Police Department maintains a Tactical Mission Team to more effectively control and suppress criminal activities and
trends as they are identified. The team works flexible hours and operates in uniform or plainclothes as
necessary to meet its stated objective.

Traffic Unit
The Traffic Unit is responsible for selective traffic enforcement, coordination of Department-wide traffic enforcement
initiatives, and crash reduction through identification of highcrash intersections and causative violations.

Victim/Witness Assistance
The Department Social Worker is responsible for crisis intervention, assessment, short-term counseling,
court advocacy, and referral of victims and witnesses to appropriate services. The Social Worker assists
other Department members in handling particular cases, provide critical incident stress debriefings, and
performs recruit and in-service training to employees as necessary.
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Administrative Services
Communications Division
The Communications Center has an authorized strength of 17 full-time
and 2 part-time persons. They are assigned to one of three eight-hour
shifts to ensure 24/7 coverage.
During calendar year 2006, the Center answered 172,909 telephone
calls. Of this total, 38,639 were E-911 calls. These calls for emergency
service included 36,261 calls for police service, 2,111 calls for fire service, and 5,120 calls for emergency medical services. The remaining
129,417 calls were for requests for information or non-emergency police
services.

Identification and
Property Custody Section
During 2006, over 6,000 pieces of property were taken into custody by the Identification and Property Custody Section. The Section returned items to their rightful owners,
and coordinated the destruction of items that remained unclaimed or were no longer
required as evidence. Two hundred twenty-one items of evidence were submitted to
Illinois State Crime Laboratories for analysis, and the Department Lab analyzed several
seized narcotics as well.

Records Unit

As the repository for all documented calls for service, the Records Unit processes and archives all reports of criminal, non-criminal, traffic and parking
activity handled by the Department. During the calendar year 2006, over
71,000 documents ranging from parking citations to arrest reports were handled by the Unit.
In addition to its traditional responsibilities, the Records Unit administers the
issuance of keg tags to retail liquor establishments, maintains the Village
database regarding solicitors, and assists with the Scofflaw Immobilization
Program.
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Crime Prevention/
Community Relations Unit
The Crime Prevention/Community Relations Unit remains active in its efforts to disseminate information to
the public regarding personal safety and the prevention of crime.
Presentations and Special Events - Group meetings within the Village of Skokie, including business associations, youth groups, and senior organizations, are provided the opportunity to have an Officer speak to
them on crime prevention topics of interest. Some of the subjects covered are personal safety and general
crime prevention, identity theft, bank robbery, and gang awareness.
Security Surveys - Cover home safety, house and business alarms, locking systems, lighting and parking
issues.
School Safety – Skokie Police Department School Safety Programs are presented to children in pre-school
through eighth grade. The following topics are covered:
*Stranger Danger
*Home Alone
*Decision Making Skills

*Child Fingerprinting
*Self-Esteem Building
*Good Touch/Bad Touch

*Date Rape
*Street Smart
*School Bus Safety

Neighborhood Watch –The Neighborhood Watch Program, which is in
its 23rd year, now involves 182 active blocks. Neighborhood Watch Bulletins are disseminated to all households that are active in the program.
During 2006, ninety-seven “Crime Alerts” were delivered to areas experiencing a specific crime trend or pattern. Neighborhood Watch groups are
kept aware of problems and encouraged to take safety precautions in order to avoid becoming crime victims.

Training Section
Last year, Skokie Police Department personnel received a total of 18,776
hours of training. These training totals include recruit training, in-service
and roll-call training, career development programs, and managementlevel courses. Officers are required to train monthly with their firearms.
Management and supervisory training was also provided to the Department
by Northwestern University Center for Public Safety, the Northern Illinois
Public Safety Training Academy and the Northeast Multi-regional Training Board.

Project S.A.F.E.

Beginning with the 2002 –2003 school year, the traditional Drug Awareness and Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E.) Program was replaced by Project S.A.F.E. ( Safety Awareness For Everyone). This more flexible student education program was developed in collaboration with representatives from Skokie schools.
The curriculum, which was tailored specifically to meet the needs of Skokie children, has been expanded to
include topics such as internet and bicycle safety, dialing 911 in emergency situations, and non-violent
strategies for dealing with anger. During 2006, 593 individual Project S.A.F.E. classes were taught and
over 4,500 students were instructed.
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Special Programs
School Resource Officer
An officer is assigned to each of the two District 219 Niles Township High
Schools. The primary goal is to bridge the gap between the Police Department and the school community, to allow a proactive approach to school
and youth-related crime issues including truancy, runaways, and drug and
alcohol use. Officers also conduct numerous classroom, staff, parent, and
student meetings and orientations. Recently, an additional Officer was
assigned to serve in this capacity at Lincoln Jr. and Old Orchard Jr. High
Schools.

Citizen Police Academy
The Citizen Police Academy completed its 11th year in 2006, hosting its 21st
and 22nd class sessions. The 12-week sessions, which are held each spring
and fall, include a curriculum that provides a comprehensive overview of the
Skokie Police Department, its mission, function and its commitment to the
community it serves. A variety of instructional techniques are used in order
to ensure that the classes are both interesting and realistic. In fact, Academy
students end each session with a practical “role playing” scenario to a major
incident to afford them the opportunity to apply the basic concepts and
knowledge gained throughout the class.

Youth Police Academy
Youth Police Academy sessions, consisting of six two-hour classes over a
two-week period, are held twice each summer. The Academy serves as a
valuable tool with which to provide interesting hands-on experience to
Skokie youth regarding law enforcement. During these sessions, students
are also provided the opportunity to develop a better understanding of
Skokie Police Officers in general and their instructors in particular. This
positive interaction helps dispel many of the myths and misperceptions
about police that exist among youth today.

Triad Program
The Triad Program is intended to facilitate effective lines of communications with senior citizens of the community. As a result, the group
meets quarterly in order to provide a forum for ongoing dialogue regarding the delivery of law enforcement services, community involvement, victimization and other pertinent topics. Speakers from the U.S.
Postal Inspection Service and Social Security Administration were
invited to speak to the group last year, as well as representatives from
the Police Department’s Traffic Unit and Investigations Divisions.
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Bicycle Patrol
The Bicycle Patrol Unit consists of a supervisor and twelve Police
Officers. Members of the Unit are generally assigned to patrol the
parks, shopping centers, school grounds, and other areas best suited
for non-motorized patrol. During these patrols, positive interaction
with citizens, and especially youth, is a primary objective.

North Regional Major Crimes Task
The Skokie Police Department continued to participate in the
North Regional Major Crimes Task Force (NORTAF) during
2006. The Task Force exists to assist member agencies with the
investigation of homicides and non-parental kidnappings. At present, 13 area law enforcement agencies pool designated personnel
and equipment resources in order to minimize potentially critical
financial and logistical hardships such an investigation can have on
the host community. Participating agencies include Evanston,
Glencoe, Glenview, Kenilworth, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove,
Niles, Northbrook, Skokie, Wheeling and Winnetka.
In response to increased criminal activity on the part of professional burglars and organized burglary
rings in member communities, a Burglary Task Force was also formed by NORTAF agencies during
2004. The Skokie Police Department maintains a leadership role in this Task Force, with a commitment
of two Officers.

Volunteer Program
During 2006, the Volunteer Program included participants from
Citizen Police Academy (CPA) alumni and Skokie Police Explorer
Post #300. Academy alumni and Police Explorers assisted in numerous Village of Skokie events throughout the year, including Citizen
Police Academy sessions, the Festival of Cultures, Fourth of July
Parade and fireworks display, Bicycle Rodeo, Village of Skokie
Open House, and Cancer Walk-a-Thon Benefit. Explorer Post #300
provided over 900 hours of volunteer assistance toward the success
of these events.

Community Youth-at-Risk Task
The Youth-at-Risk Task Force continues to meet on a monthly basis in order to ensure a free exchange
of information on youth and gang-related activities in the Skokie area. Excellent, proactive partnerships
have developed between the schools, park district, Village of Skokie, and local family/youth counseling
services.
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Department Awards
Members of the Police Department are eligible to receive various medals that are worn on their
uniforms. These range from a medal for various years of service up to the “Chief’s Award of
Valor.” Illustrated below are the various awards that Department personnel can strive to earn.
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Chief’s Award of Valor
During it’s 75-year history, only 12 Officers have received the
Chief’s Award of Valor, the Department’s highest award.
On Thursday, May 22, 1969 at 2:49 pm Officer Donald Suiter was on patrol checking the Skokie
Swift parking lot. He observed a man working on a car with the hood up. Officer Suiter exited his
squad car and asked if he could be of any assistance. The man turned facing Officer Suiter stating
everything was fine. The subject had his right hand in his jacket pocket. Without provocation, he
pulled a revolver from his pocket and shot Officer Suiter in the right shoulder. Officer Suiter grabbed
the subjects gun with one hand while drawing his own weapon with his other hand. Officer Suiter
managed to wound the offender and take him into custody. The offender, who had recently been
released from prison, was attempting to steal a car so he could rob a bank. He was charged and convicted of attempt murder.
In April of 1972, Lieutenant Ray Davis and Officer Jon DeGusto responded to a call of a man
who had another man down on the ground, and was holding a broken bottle to the victim’s
neck. Without regard for their own safety, they disarmed the offender and rescued the victim.

Lieutenant Ray Davis

Officer Jon DeGusto

On February 17, 1974 Officer Paul Kozub along with a citizen, responded to
calls for help by two young boys who had fallen through the ice into the
Sanitary District canal at Church Street. Despite the freezing temperature,
they plunged into the icy water and made their way to the struggling boys.
At one point, Officer Kozub went under water and retrieved one of the boys
who had disappeared. The actions of Officer Kozub were taken with total
disregard for his own safety and resulted in the successful rescue of the children.

An armed robbery of the 7-Eleven store in the 5300 block of Lincoln occurred on January 19th, 1979 at 1:15 a.m. A subject matching the description of the robber tried to enter the 7-Eleven at Dempster and Hamlin at 1:55 a.m., but the clerk
had locked the door. Because of the two prior incidents, Lieutenant Jerry Adams and Sergeant Phil O’Keefe checked the
7-Eleven at Church St. and East Prairie at 2:12 a.m. , and spotted the suspect walking away from the store. After a short
foot chase the suspect entered his car and drove away with no headlights illuminated. Adams and O’Keefe followed the
suspect and were joined by two other squad cars driven by Steve Anton and Ed Trob. The suspect lost control of his car
and hit a snow bank in the 8500 block of McCormick. He tried fleeing the scene on foot and, when ordered to stop, fired
two shots at the Officers. The suspect then took cover behind his vehicle and several shots were exchanged. The suspect,
who was wounded, was pronounced dead at Skokie Valley Hospital. He was wanted for parole violation in Texas and for
armed robberies in Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates. The Officer’s actions prevented other armed robberies.

Lt. Jerry Adams

Sgt. Phil O’Keefe

Officer Ed Trob
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Officer Steve Anton

On January 12, 1982, a fire was reported at the Howard Johnson Motel located in the 9300 block of Skokie Blvd. Officers Edward Sullivan and Frank
Gall were the first on the scene and assisted in the rescue of numerous guests
staying at the motel. It was later learned that the fire had been set by a female
guest who was attempting suicide. The woman who set the fire survived.
Officer Ed Sullivan

Officer Frank Gall

For his actions on October 2, 1990 which resulted in the arrest of a subject who had shot and attempted to rob a store owner in Chicago, Officer Michael Pechter received the Chief’s Award of
Valor. Off-duty and alone with extreme risk to his personal safety, Officer Pechter chased the
offender for eight blocks and fought with him three times. Although injured, Officer Pechter
continued the chase until the offender was successfully taken into custody.

For heroic police service on April 29, 1993, following an armed robbery at 5101 Old Orchard
Rd., a pursuit, and a shooting, Investigator Anthony Scarpelli and a suspect were trapped on a
railroad overpass 30 feet above Elston Ave. by a Metra commuter train traveling at a high rate of
speed. Disregarding his own safety, Investigator Scarpelli grabbed the armed suspect, picked
him up and threw him to safety over a retaining wall and then dove out of the path of the speeding train which struck his leg. Without regard to his injured leg and fractured hand, he took the
suspect into custody. The suspect and an accomplice were later charged with murder and armed
robbery.

Also Worth Remembering...
In the early morning hours of August 22nd, 1966, Officer Michael
Erickson enter the Musket & Henrikson drug store at 8401 Crawford for a
routine premises check. As he was walking in, a person was leaving the
store to a car parked in front. Once in the store, Officer Erickson noticed a
customer and the pharmacist were on the floor, and a subject was behind
the counter emptying the cash drawer. Upon seeing Erickson, the offender
immediately opened fire, wounding Officer Erickson three times. Although seriously wounded , Officer Erickson managed to return fire while
the offender tried to exit the back door. Erickson was trying to reload his
revolver and saw that there was one shell still in the cylinder. He grabbed
his injured right hand in his left hand, aimed and shot. Erickson thought he
had hit the subject. Finding the back door locked,
the offender ran to the front door and fired two more
shots into the downed officer. Erickson, wounded five times, reloaded his weapon and
crawled out the front door in an attempt to pursue the offender. The druggist had sounded
the alarm transmitted directly to the police station and responding units found the critically
wounded Erickson. When the first unit arrived at the scene, Erickson urged the Officers to
go after the offender. Although some clues and blood were found, the offender was never
apprehended. Erickson suffered wounds to his right hand, both arms, abdomen and right
hip. After spending some time in the intensive care unit and surgeries at St. Francis Hospital in Evanston, the five wounds proved to be debilitating and the 29 year-old Erickson was
unable to return to duty and had to retire on a disability pension.
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A Sampling Of Awards To
The Police Department
◊

Community Service Award from B’Nai B’Rith Council of Greater Chicago

◊

Skokie Police Department awarded ”Crime Prevention Unit Of The Year” by
the Illinois Crime Prevention Association

◊

Five-time Award winner for enforcing seat belt use by “The Illinois Coalition
For Safety Belt Use”

◊

Illinois Governor's Award “Crime Prevention Unit of the Year”

◊

The “Harry I. Hoffman Award” for outstanding service to teens

◊

“T.J. Maxx Award” for outstanding support of loss prevention

◊

“Illinois Association of Chief’s of Police Award,” 2nd place Illinois Traffic
Safety Challenge

◊

“Inspector General’s Award for Integrity”

◊

“Illinois Association of Chief’s of Police Award,” 1st place Illinois Traffic Safety
Challenge.

◊

Illinois Police Olympics Pistol Team Award

◊

Ten-time Award winner of the North Shore Police Pistol League

◊

International Association of Chief’s of Police 1st Place “National Law Enforcement Challenge Award”
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Chiefs of Police
Over the years, there have been a number of Chiefs of Police in the Village of Niles Center/Skokie.
Some of them only served for a short while, while others were Acting Chiefs of Police during the search
for a Chief.
Ted Gorark
Charles M. Holmes
A. C. Stollberg
Retired in the 1930’s
No Photos Available
Ted Heinz
1936-1947

William C. Griffin
1947-1959

No
Photo
Available

Lou Henning
1959-1960

Kenneth Chamberlain
1962-1982

James Halas
1999-2003

Robert Morris
1960-1961

Thomas Ryan
1961-1962

Joseph Varallo
1982-1983

William Miller
1983-1999

Leo Mc Cann
2003-2005

Barry Silverberg
2005-Present
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Skokie Police Department Retirees
Robert Bowman
Alex Stolberg
Andrew Prosel
Frank Siegel
William Griffin
Patrick Melody
Louis Hennig
Walter Dahm
Robert Morris
Joseph Mueller
Edward Caulfield
Michael Erickson **
Arthur Portman*
George Dahlman*
Arthur Thiry
Edward Tatum*
Robert Kruger
John Childs
Donald Satiro
Kenton Cody
Ralph Meyer
George Heeres
Roger Milz
Charles Kitchell
Thomas Pohl
Ben Kozub
Roy Beeman
Raymond Kozub
John Fisher
Kenneth Chamberlain
Joseph Varallo
Axel Carlson
Earnest Cleburne
Kenneth Filipowski
Donald Taylor
Frank Nierman
Carl Caccioppo
Albert Kurth
Barry Powers
Eugene Gaiser
Bruce Rappe
Paul Kozub
Leonard Ramirez
Herman Carter

05/15/24 - 05/01/45
06/01/33 – 08/24/53
05/01/32 – 06/30/55
06/15/35 - 07/25/55
06/01/33 - 03/15/59
06/01/41 – 07/01/61
07/05/36 - 09/23/61
05/01/45 - 06/01/63
03/01/42 – 07/15/63
04/15/45 – 04/23/65
07/01/38 - 07/01/66
04/01/60 - 10/16/66
09/15/57 – 08/20/67
04/01/55 – 04/06/68
11/01/47 – 11/02/68
10/31/67 – 06/01/70
04/16/53 – 06/11/70
09/01/53 – 05/10/73
06/15/51 – 09/15/75
08/16/58 – 05/18/79
04/01/51 – 06/01/79
06/01/54 – 08/04/79
06/14/51 – 09/15/79
08/16/58 - 10/01/79
09/24/56 – 01/19/80
08/23/58 – 11/21/80
09/16/57 – 05/01/81
04/01/58 – 05/31/81
04/19/65 – 01/08/82
03/01/62 – 05/01/83
10/01/51 – 10/29/83
11/01/50 – 11/16/83
09/01/53 – 12/08/83
09/01/53 – 12/22/83
06/01/54 – 10/01/84
03/08/60 – 04/01/85
07/26/65 – 08/01/85
07/26/65 – 11/04/85
08/16/66 – 08/23/86
07/15/63 – 09/09/86
07/26/65 – 07/26/87
03/13/67 – 08/04/87
08/16/66 –10/03/87
10/01/66 – 11/13/87
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Michael Langer
08/07/62 – 01/22/88
Charles Olshock* 02/01/64 - 02/26/88
Raymond Davis
03/01/58 – 03/05/88
Martin Lally
06/01/60 – 06/01/88
Fred Bolin
07/26/65 – 06/10/88
Lee Reiter
11/01/59 – 06/11/88
William Zerfass
04/23/61 – 08/17/88
James McGuire
03/01/61– 05/03/89
Ronald McMillen 04/01/55 - 05/12/89
Nicholas Koretos 05/06/65 – 06/24/89
John Johnson
02/01/64 – 07/27/89
Richard Oldenburg 07/07/64 –07/28/90
Jack O’Malley*
03/15/71 – 07/28/90
Robert Stahlecker 03/01/61 – 05/02/91
John Ryan Jr.
01/04/71 – 05/11/91
Albert Fournier
07/15/63 – 02/23/93
Jimmy Anglin
07/26/65 – 07/30/93
Robert Hansen
07/24/67 – 07/30/93
James Clark
04/29/63 – 09/20/93
Fredrick Murray 10/16/68 – 10/19/93
James Dahlman
07/07/64 – 01/14/94
John Pawelek
07/15/63 – 05/06/94
John Ersfield
10/02/72 – 05/13/94
David Hussey
01/06/69 – 05/18/94
Donald Schubbe 04/29/63 – 06/07/94
Stanley Schultz
07/01/66 – 06/15/94
Frederick Dosch 06/17/68 – 10/19/94
Thomas Banner
07/26/65 – 11/09/94
Ronald Baran
05/06/68 – 12/27/94
Charles Teichert 05/01/61 – 05/05/95
Jerry Adams
06/14/65 – 06/16/95
Julie Ulaneck
08/16/75 – 05/23/95
John Manahan
02/01/64 – 08/18/95
Robert Heelan
08/16/66 – 08/25/95
Robert Grau
05/01/68 – 11/17/95
Francis Quante
08/16/66 – 02/14/96
Dennis Degelmann 02/01/70 – 04/05/96
Alexander Kloch 09/01/57 – 05/17/96
Delphine Fields
12/01/68 - 08/09/96
John Hammond
07/19/65 – 11/06/96
Robert Mason
04/03/61 – 07/25/97
Harry Redmond
10/01/66 – 07/25/97
Donald Janke
10/01/71 – 10/02/97
Phillip O’Keefe
05/01/63 – 10/13/97

Skokie Police Department Retirees (Continued)
Richard Stuebe*
Jerome Young
Edward Barranco
Steven Anton
Michael Burns
Gary Reiter
Leslie Mustacchio
Edward Trob
Jon “Morris” DeGusto
Cesar Velazquez
David Stoll
Donald Hennessy
James Chwalisz
Jeffrey Randall
Robert Jones
Robert Weick

08/05/74 – 11/11/97
11/02/70 – 05/27/98
10/09/67 - 06/06/98
04/03/67 - 08/05/98
07/26-65 – 09/18/98
08/01/62 - 01/04/99
08/01/69 – 08/02/99
05/06/69 – 08/07/99
06/15/70 – 07/01/00
07/09/80 – 07/31/00
07/01/70 – 08/11/00
07/01/65 – 10/19/00
11/16/69 – 05/04/00
07/06/76 – 01/24/01
02/16/70 – 07/20/01
06/15/70 – 08/30/01
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Mitchell Halyckyj
Roger Garcia
James Hart
James Halas
Edward Rizer
Frank Misrac
Charles Brzezicki
Paul Kruszynski
Gary Nolte
Paul Rombaut
Brent Fowler
Douglas Miller
Al Pecka
Jan Gillono
Paul Banks

11/17/69 – 08/31/01
02/01/71 – 08/31/01
06/01/72 – 03/18/03
11/16/55 – 05/02/03
04/01/74 – 07/25/03
08/02/78 – 08/13/04
07/01/76 – 08/02/05
02/28/72 – 10/21/05
08/11/75 – 05/02/06
09/10/76 – 11/01/06
05/09/79 – 12/13/06
12/20/76 – 05/02/07
09/02/86 - 05/17/07
08/11/75 – 06/15/07
03/01/78 - 07/06/07

*Indicates Deceased While Employed.
** Indicates wounded on duty; unable to
return to duty.

Skokie Police Department Roster – 2007
TAKING PRIDE IN OUR WORK
Alexander, Terry
Anderson, Dale
Anderson, Ingrid
Anderson, Scott
Anderson, Susie
Axel, Jerry
Baker, Brian
Baltazar, Kevin
Barkhoo, John
Barnes, Jesse
Bello, Baldo
Beyer, Colleen
Blanco, Mike
Bock, Carl
Bonk, Barbara
Brehmer, Fred
Breitenreiter, Donn
Bush, Steve
Butchin, Kevin
Cabrera, Ronnie
Centeno, Vanessa
Chang, Mynor
Chmiel, Pete
Choumanova, Kristina
Cianchetti, Mark
Clark, Mike
Collins, Heather
Coronado, Theresa
Cremins, Mike
Cronan, Katie
Crowley, Tom
Czajka, Frank
DeLorm, Raphael
Dewey, Jason
Duerig, Eric
Ehmke, Anita
Erwin, Mike
Franklin, Denise
Gall, Frank
Garcia, Ervin
Glad, Ron
Gonzalez, Stephany
Gordon, Kim
Gramins, Tim
Groberski, Jeff
Hagio, Marcy
Hammond, Jesse
Hanson, Tom
Hart, Mike

Hartnett, Mike
Healy, Mike
Huss, Chela
Iwanski, Kris
Jacobsen, Tammy
Jaworski, Mike
Johnston, Pat
Jones, Janet
Kane, Mike
Keener, Frank
Kendall, Susan
Kilcullen, John
Kim, Julie
Klamerus, Jerry
Klinghoffer, Mark
Kramarz, Martin
Krozel, Tomasz
Krupnik, Mike
Kruswicki, Kevin
Larson, Nick
Lehmann, Andy
Leos, Jose
Libit, Bob
Liebau, Mike
Lieberman, Jan
Long, John
Lopez, Al
MacLauchlin, Scott
Maher, Mike
Marino, Sergio
Marks, Al
Marzigliano, Joe
McCune, Eric
McGee, Betty
Mendez, Jose
Mendez, Mark
Mendoza, John
Milazzo-Benuzzi, Annmarie
Minx, Rita
Miura, Brenda
Moersfelder, John
Mohip, Loretta
Moore, Kevin
Nelis, Tom
Nelson, Steve
Nikolopoulos, Damon
O’Brien, Dan
Odeshoo, Steve
Olkowski, Rob
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Orozco, Adam
Oshita, Alan
Paez, Victor
Panizo, Pat
Pawlak, Dave
Pechter, Mike
Pszczolkowski, Vince
Raia, Matt
Rannochio, Sam
Rapp, Penny
Ridge, Maura
Roe, Brian
Roggetz, Rick
Ronderos, Elizabeth
Roque, Rob
Russell, Melissa
Ruth, Mike
Santana-Escobedo, Mary
Scarpelli, Tony
Senese, Nick
Setka, Mate
Shiel, Terry
Shulda, Sara
Sieghart, Steve
Siemiawski, Kert
Silverberg, Barry
Simons, Dan
Smaller, Mitch
Smith, Dane
Swaback, Eric
Szymanski, Donna
Thompson, Joyce
Torres, Marilyn
Trentadue, Wally
Valenti, Mario
Van, Russ
Vincic, Al
Walker, Tommy
Wasowicz, Mike
Wattenbarger, Glenn
Weinman, Paul
Werner, Laura
Wilson, Roger
Wojdyla, Tom
Wolfer, Rich
Wolff, Sue
Zahn, Will

Special Thanks To:
Chief Barry Silverberg
Deputy Chief Anthony Scarpelli
Commander Alfredo Lopez
Commander Michael Ruth
Sergeant Kevin Baltazar
Sergeant Terrence Shiel
Sergeant Paul Weinman
Officer John Kilcullen
Officer Patrick Panizo
Officer Walter Trentadue
Officer Glenn Wattenbarger
C.S.O. Ingrid Anderson
C.S.O. Laura Werner
Communications Operator Virginia Rapp
Jerry Adams (Retired Lieutenant)
Bob Mason (Retired Sergeant)
Ed Trob (Retired Sergeant)
Ronald Baran (Retired Officer)
Daniel Coursey (Retired Schaumburg Officer)
Paul Kozub (Retired Officer)
Don Suiter (Retired Officer)
Ron Smith, (S.F.D.)
Robert J. Burke
Jo Marie Cleburne
Marie Dahm
Debbie Danecki
Marcy Hagio
Dr. Ted Heinz D.D.S.
Chela Huss
Lee Hartung
Dianne Williams
and the Skokie Historical Society
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